





•‘ 'h~ E** 

•• -.;l% 

■ -,• U) oiifj. 
■■ - Plat. 

•• : V* 4t 

.... r ' lr,i: iSn 
... :; ,:l ^ 
-. • 

-■^JS 
. :;;35 

v. "5. wa 


-••c 

r-Ti 

: 1 ‘**"■1 iij 5 j 


m.1 


One in four 
homebuyers 
in debt trap 

Negative equity blow to Tories 




Nic cicum 

and JOHN RENTOUL 

A record quarter of all home- 
buyers are caught in the nega- 
tive equity trap or are on the 
brink of it, a survey by a lead- 
ing building society revealed 
yesterday. 

Up to 1.7 million households 
have negative equity, and a 
further million borrowers own 
homes whose value hovers no 
more than £3.500 above their 
mongage, according to Na- 
tionwide Building Society. 

The new figures represent a 
setback for the Government, af- 
ter the Prune Minister, John 
Major, put himself at the head 
of a drive to persuade voters 
that the economic outlook for 
this year was improving. Min- 
isters have repeatedly pointed 
to the rise in real incomes, ma- 
turing Tessa accounts and signs - 
of recovery in the housing mar- 
ket as the basis of their opti- 
mism about political recovery. 

But the Nationwide survey 
raises doubts over whether mil- 
lions of homeowners can be per- 
suaded of the elusive “feelgood 
factor’' with a general election 
little more than 15 months 
away. 

Nick Raynsford, Labour's 
housing spokesman, said: 
“Negative equity has a very 
damaging impact on confidence 
in the housing market, which 
shows no sign of recovering, de- 
spite all the hype we've heard 
from people with a vested in- 
terest - principally the Gov- 
ernment." 

Nationwide said that about 
150,000 households plunged 
into negative equity afteT last 
year's collapse in house prices, 
affecting one in seven of all bor- 
rowers. The additional one mil- 
lion only just above that level is 
also critical, many housing ex- 
perts believe. 

The costs of moving home, 
including stamp duty, legal fees 
and estate agents’ commission 


means the next step on the 
housing ladder would leave 
buyers in the red. 

1/ house prices rise by 3 per 
cent during 1996, as predicted, 
more than 300.000 households 
will be lifted out of negative eq- 
uity. Bon-owers above that line 
would also gain from any price 
increase. 

Bui that would still leave a 
vast reservoir of millions of 
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disillusioned homeowners 
trapped in their homes almost 
a decade after rushing to join 
the property boom of the late 
1980s. 

A spokeswoman for Shelter, 
the housing campaign group, 
said: “People who have negative 
equity are often also people who 
have problems with mortgage 
arrears. 

“If you are living in a home 
that is worth less than your 
mortgage, you are less able to 
move, especially if you are also 
unemployed. The traditional 
tactic of trading down become 
much more difficult." 

The Nationwide's survey 
comes on the eve of a report on 
repossessions and arrears by the 
industry’s trade body, the Coun- 
cil of Mortgage Lenders. The 
council is expected to say that 
repossessions remained broad- 
ly flat last year, at about 50,000. 


The numbers of people in ar- 
rears arc thought to have fall- 
en. * 

The survey also comes in the 
midst of a desperate mortgage 
price war by lenders. 

A separate report by TSB 
claimed the cost of home buy- 
ing will fall by 10 per cent this 
year, buoyed by a combination 
of falling mortgage rates and ris- 
ing earnings. In 1996. home buy- 
ers will spend £25.70 on a 
mortgage for every fllKl of 
their lake-home income, com- 
pared to £30 last year. 

Nationwide's figures are 
higher than those regularly pro- 
duced either by the Department 
of Environment or Woolwich 
Building Society. This is because 
Nationwide bases its findings on 
a higher, but more accurate, 
percentage of loans usually tak- 
en out by borrowers. 

The society said yesterday 
that the increase in negative eq- 
uity was caused mainly by rel- 
atively small falls in bouse 
prices. A disproportionate num- 
ber of households can be af- 
fected either way by minor 
price changes because their 
mortgages is so dose to the sell- 
ing price of a home, said Na- 
tionwide. 

“Its significance for individ- 
ual households should not be 
exaggerated," its quarterly 
housing finance review claimed. 

“Equity shortfalls of those 
newly affected arc likely to be 
small. In most cases, households 
are quite likely to be unaware 
of the ‘problem’ since it is de- 
pendent on the existing value of 
their individual property, some- 
thing they will only know with 
any accuracy if and when they 
wish to sell." 

The society said that while 
the number of negative equity 
cases rose overall, the total val- 
ue of those suffering from it fell 
slightly from £8.6bn to £8Jbn, 
reducing the average shortfall 
to £4,900 from £5,600. 

Flotation windfall, page 17 


Pavarotti vows Venice's phoenix will rise again 



Tenor’s pledge: Luciano Pavarotti will sing for free to help restore La Fenice opera house in Venice left in ruins by fire (above) Photograph: Reuter 


Hume raises Irish peace hopes 


COUN BROWN 

and DAVID MCKTTTRICK 

Hopes for a negotiated deal to 
make progress on the Northern 
Ireland peace process rose last 
night after 90 minutes of talks 
between the Prime Minister 
and John Hume, the leader of 
the nationalist SDLP. 

Mr Hume made it clear that 
he had not dropped his oppo- 
sition to the Prime Minister's 
plan for all-party elections in 
Northern Ireland to overcome 
the IRA's refusal to begin dis- 
arming. But he said the two 
were now “engaged in a 
process" of negotiations, to 
find a way round the deadlock. 


The SDLP leader said more 
talks with John Major were 
planned soon. “Our views have 
been stated very clearly but we 
are not going to repeat them be- 
cause everyone know what they 
are. We are engaged in a 
process with the Rime Minis- 
ter which we hope will lead to 
a common approach to a com- 
prehensive peace settlement.” 

Two days ago, Mr Hume 
said the SDLP “wDl have noth- 
ing to with elections, full stop". 
In Belfast, the Sinn Fein pres- 
ident, Gerry Adams, told the 
Northern Ireland Secretary. Sir 
Patrick Mayfaew, that his party 
remained implacably opposed 
to elections. He declared: 


“There wiD be no return to Stor- 
mont We are not going back to 
be treated the way we were 
treated since this state was es- 
tablished." 

Sir Patrick said after the 
meeting that the Government 
envisaged an elected body 
which would select representa- 
tives fora negotiating body. He 
insisted the Government would 
not retract its election plan. 

While the hectic round of 
meetings continued, a promi- 
nent republican activist was 
shot dead in west Belfast, in 
what looked ominously like the 
start of a feud within the small 
but ferocious Irish National 
. Liberation Army. 


The man who died was Gino 
Gallagher, a republican militant 
believed to have been chief of 
staff of the INLA. The indica- 
tions are that he was tailed in 
a power struggle in an organi- 
sation particularly prone to vi- 
olent internal disagreements. 

Gallagher was killed inside a 
social security office on the 
Falls Road. He was sitting in a 
booth talking to a female mem- 
ber of staff when a man seated 
with other members of the pub- 
lic came forward and shot him 
several times at point blank 
range. One bullet went through 
a glass partition and narrowly 
missed the woman speaking to 
Gallagher. 


Eye-witnesses said the gun- 
man then coolly walked out of 
the dole office. He was said to 
have worn a woollen hat, a wig 
with a pony tail, glasses and a 
moustache. 

Gallagher, who was in his 30s, 
was a long-time INLA member 
who had been jailed several 
limes and was a spokesman for 
the organisation's military wing. 
In that capacity he was last year 
photographed’ shaking hands 
with a Northern Ireland Office 
minister, Michael An cram. He 
was at the bead of an INLA fac- 
tion opposed to the peace 
process. He took over as chief 
of staff several months ago. 

Leading article, page 14 
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Triple murder trial 

A serial killer was indulging his 
passion for murdering boys, a 
Leeds court heard. Page 3 

Ecstasy campaign 

“Chill out rooms” and medical 
staff may become obligatory at 
raves as part of a plan to reduce 
ecstasy-related deaths. Plage 4 

Yeltsin ‘courting extremist 

Boris Yeltsin is said to be court- 
ing ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky as part of his cam- 
paign for re-election. Page 9 

Today's weather 

Fine with a chance of sunny 
spells. Section Tro, page 25 




BBC snatch Olympic 
rights from Murdoch 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

The BBC and 40 Continental 
broadcasters yesterday clinched 
exclusive European rights to 
broadcast the five Olympic 
Games between 2000 ana 200S 
for SI.44bn, nosing out a $2bn 
financial bid from Rupert Mur- 
doch's News Corporation. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
by the International Olympic 
Committee was greeted with ex- 
hilaration at the BBC which has 
campaigned to halt the flood of 
major sporting events from free 
to subscription television. 

The IOC was “no doubt 
placed under pressure by more 
lucrative alternative offers". 


Jonathan Martin. BBC Televi- 
sion's head of sport, said. “But 
[they] stuck to the view that the 
Olympics should continue to be 
seen by the largest possible 
number of viewers worldwide." 

' The deal will give the Euro- 
pean Broadcasting Union, a 
consortium of public service 
broadcasters, exclusive rights to 
the Summer Games in Sydney 
in 2000 and the Winter Games . 
in Salt Lake City in 2002. The 
EBU will also broadcast the 
Summer Games in 2004 and 
2008 and the Winter Games in 
2006. Rights to highlights will 
be negotiated separately. 

News Corporation, which 
unveiled its offer earlier this 
year, said in a statement that the 


company “respects the right of 
any sports body to select the 
broadcaster of its choice”. 

The winning bid was 25 per 
cent higher than the EBlTs 
opening shot, following revela- 
tions of Mr Murdoch's bid. A 
News Corporation insider said: 
“This shows that public broad- 
casters can come up with more 
money when they are pushed.” 

The BBQ along with other 
media companies, have com- 
plained that Mr Murdoch’s 
□ear-monopoly on sport rights 
in the UK made it impossible 
for mainstream broadcasters 
to compete. BSfcyB, the satel- 
lite broadcaster owned 40 per 
cent by News Corporation, has 
exclusive contracts to Premie r- 



Rupert Murdoch: Beaten to 
Olympic coverage by BBC 

ship football, golfs Ryder Cup 
and other major sport 

Pressure has been building on 
politicians to amend the Broad- 
casting Bill to protect certain 
“listed" events from being 
broadcast exclusively cm pay-TV 
Murdoch’s launches 24- 
news, page 


The privatised train at 
platform one is a bus 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Britain's first privatised train for 
50 years, due to run this Sun- 
day, will be a bus. In a situation 
familiar to weekend travellers, 
engineering works have forced 
Great Western TVains to 
operate a replacement bus ser- 
vice on the route from Fish- 
guard to Cardiff. 

Department of Transport of- 
ficials have been desperately fry- 
ing to find a time to transfer the 
first three passenger rail fran- 
chisesto the private sector and 
ive decided on 2am this Sun- 
when the late night trains 
stopped running. To min- 
legal complications, they 
to make the transfer at a 


time when no trains are oper- 
ating but they overlooked the 
problem of the early 'morning 
01 50 am Fishguard service to 
Paddington. 

The service, for passengers 
coming off the Irish feny, has 
been replaced by a bus be- 
cause of engineering works un- 
til It reaches Cardiff and it will, 
according to a man from the 
ministry, “start as a public ser- 
vice and at some point during 
the journey it wfl] transfer into 
the private sector". 

The group of passengers on 
the first private service since the 
railways were nationalised in 
1948 will continue their journey 
at Cardiff on the 5 30am to 
Paddington. By that time the 


first privatised train passen- 
gers (as opposed to bus train 
passengers) will have left Twick- 
enham station at 5 10am on the 
South West Trains service to 
Waterloo. 

The Department of Transport 
spokesman said: “Provided the 
franchise transfers do go ahead, 
the 5 10am service from Twick- 
enham win be the first privatised 
service to start as a train and end 
as a train.” 

The big day will be a contin- 
ued source of embarrassment 
for Great Western because it is 
also having to run bus services 
from its headquarters at Swin- 
don to Reading all day on Sun- 
day as a result of of engineering 
works. 
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Ban on work of ‘adult’ cartoonist is overturned 
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JOHN McKlE 


Maimed 


A small London comics firm 
yesterday overturned a Cus- 
toms and Excise ban on a work 
from celebrated adult cartoon- 
ist Robert Crumb. 


to buy here. A Customs and Ex- customs decision would have that the pictures offensive to the bought to the fine tte < WjJJ mS ^ntmb. directed by 
cise officer had harmed the nut at risk all the unde reround customs official were only two on the availability ot aou u^» R Andrew 
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One of the cflerafing cartoons 


yesterday upheld the right of 
Knockabout Comics, based in 
PortobeUo Road, London, to 
sell Crumb's My Troubles with 
Women. The other banned im- 
port, a collection of fe minis t 
adult cartoons called Twisted Sis- 
ters, will also now be available 


into Britain or Europe by 
Knockabout Comics in January 
last year. The officer had tak- 
en offence to depictions of oral 
sex in each book 
Uxbridge magistrates yes- 
terday rescinded' that ban and 
awarded legal costs of £6,000 to 
Knockabout Comics. Geoffrey 
Robertson QC, representing 
the publishers, celebrated the 
decision asa victoiy for freedom 
of information, and said: “This 


very happy to put a stop to any 
such trend." 

In his address to the magis- 
trates, Mr Robertson invoked 
memories of other censorship 
trials, mentioning the censored 
novels Lady Ckaaeriey's Lover 
and Last Exit to Brooktyn. 

Knockabout Comics bad ar- 
gued that they had been given 
written permission from cus- 
toms to import My Troubles 
With Women from 1988, and 
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Tory right 
warned over 
anti-Clarke 
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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 


The former cabinet minister 
John Ratten last night warned 
"daft and short-sighted” Tory 
MPs that they risked “signing 
their own political death war- 
rants" by criticising Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor. 

Mr Ratten made a rare in- 
tervention into the thick of in- 
ternal Tory politics to give 
unequivocal backing for the 
Chancellor against what his al- 
lies see as a "whispering cam- 
paign” among the right-wing. 
Euro-sceptic faction. 

Speaking at the Carlton 
Club, Mr Patten hinted strong- 
ly that he believed Mr Clarke's 
opponents were already ma- 
noeuvring on rbe succession to 
John Major in the event of an 
election defeat, 

“You might at least recognise 
if you are certain that you will 
be around to argue about the fu- 
ture direction of Toryism after 
the next election, that the best 
background against which to do 
this is a Tory victory.** 

The former Education Sec- 
retary added that if the party 
stopped living for political paw- . 
er “there would only be a po- 
litical corpse to fight over". 

Suggestions by Mr Clarke’s 
opponents - hotly denied by 
Downing Street and the Trea- 
sury - that he has become in- 
creasingly isolated in Cabinet, 
have been fuelled by an appar- 
ent difference of emphasis be- 
tween himself and Malcolm 
Rifkind, the Foreign Secretary 
over monetary union. 

While Mr Clarke said as re- 
cently as the Madrid summit in 
December that he believed 
there was a 60-411 chance of 
monetary union going ahead. 


Mr Rifkind has been quick to 
draw attention to the strains 
threatening EMU within both 
Germany and France, and to 
suggest there is a growing gulf 
between economic realities and 
the planned 1999 timetable. 

Mr Patten's impassioned de- 
fence of Mr Clarke, however, 
virtually ignored the European 
issue, and concentrated on his 
economic achievements - com- 
paring him to Ludwig Erhard, 
the German chancellor credit- 
ed with being the architect of the 
post-war "economic miracle”. 

Mr Patten said he believed 
Mr Garke would be the archi- 
tect “if given the chance" of a 
period of “unparalleled steady 
growth into the next millenni- 
um for the UK. 

He 3dded that with the "best 
run of low inflation for half a cen- 
tury", the lowest income tax 
rate for 50 years, the lowest mort- 
gage costs for 30 years, falling 
unemployment and record- 
breaking exports, Mr Clarke, and 
his deputy William Waldegrave, 
had controlled public spend- 
ing. kept down inflation and “left 
room for investment and con- 
sumer demand”. 

He added: “Only the- most 
kamikaze Tory politician should 
overlook the fact that the Chan- 
cellor is not just delivering 
some ephemeral pre-election 





bridge Crown “ verdict 

Stfli Gtaore . 25. of 

Bridgnorth. Shropshire. 

Electricity 

£2Q0rompeofatio° from South 
Wales Electricity. 

Part-time wages fail 

Part-time workers hourly pay 
has fallen since Wag^Counok 
were abolished m 1W3. a nw 




were aw>»sneu m * " r 

report from the West Midlands 
Low Pay Unit shows. WaS^ 
part-timers in restaurants feDby 
JTo n>nt ,n the vear to last 


44 ^ . . 


pan-nmcis m - 

22 per cent in the year to last 
Apnl and by 1.4 per cent for 
those in pubs and clubs. 


Claire Hood killing 


A local man, 19. charged with 
the rape and murder of C laire 
Hood. 15, whose body was 
found in woods near her home 
in St Mellons, Cardiff, last Jan- 
uary wfll appear before Cardiff 
magistrates today. 


Manning the phones: The incident room at St Ives police station, Cambridgeshire, wtiere a drawing of the attacter adorns the wall Photograph: Bnan Harris 


Detectives intensify hunt for stalker 


JOJO MOYES and 
JASON BENNETTO 


The Home Office is consider- 


ing new anti-stalking laws, it 
emerged yesterday. The move 


one-year wonder, but laying 
much more substantial Toun- 


much more substantial "foun- 
dations for decades ahead." 

Earlier, in a BBC Today in- 
terview, Mr Clarke vigorously 
denied a suggestion attributed 
to an anonymous Cabinet col- 
league that he had accepted he 
was coming to the end of bis 
government career. “Anyone 
who thinks that 1 think this is my 
Iasi job is seriously mistaken." 
the Chancellor insisted. 


emerged yesterday. The move 
comes as detectives hunting a 
stalker who raped a woman in 
her home while she was under 
police protection announced 
they were investigating more 
than 80 new leads. 

Since last year officials from 
the Home Office have been ex- 
amining possible ways of tough- 
ening up Britain's existing laws 
on stalking. As part of the study 
they are looking at the laws in 
the United States, Canada, and 
Australia. They have also been 


in discussion with British police 
forces. A Home Office spokes- 
woman said: “We are looking to 
see what we can learn from 
abroad, we have also been tak- 
ing to the police and other in- 
terested groups." 

In die US, the laws on stalk- 
ing vary greatly from stale to 
state. In California, the maxi- 
mum fine is one year or $1,000, 
which is increased to four years 
maximum if a court order has 
been made or if it is a second 
offence. In some states, the 
prosecution does not have to 
prove criminal intent, it just has 
to show that a reasonable per- 
son would view the behaviour 
of the accused as threatening. 


In Britain, police powers are 
limited. Under the Criminal 
Justice Act, it is an offence to 
cause "intentional harassment”. 

Meanwhile women in Hunt- 
ingdon, close to where the lat- 
est incident of stalking in 
Britain took place, criticised the 

police response as “too little, too 
late". Some expressed concern 
for their safely and claimed not 
enough was being done to pro- 
tect the victim as stalking was 
seen as “a woman's problem." 

Cambridgeshire police said 
yesterday they had received a 
number of calls from people 


who thought they knew the 
identity of the man who at- 


identity of the man who at- 
tacked the mother-of-three af- 


ter stalking her for four months. 
He had already accosted her 
twice before raping her in a “de- 
praved and violent" ordeal two 
weeks ago. “We are still con- 
sidering him to be a very dan- 
gerous man and we don't know 
if he has attacked before or 
whether he will attack again,” 
said a spokeswoman yesterday. 

As the victim continued to 
give evidence to police yester- 
day, they again defended their 
use of technical equipment to 
protect her rather than provid- 
ing a physical guard. 

“The only people who know 
the fall circumstances con- 
cerning this incident are the 
woman and the police," said the 


spokeswoman, adding that the 
victim “had not complained” 
about the assistance she re- 
ceived from the police. 

Ruth Hall a spokeswoman 
for Women Against Rape, a lob- 
by group which offers support 
to women under threat, said the 
victim, who is understood to live 
just outride Huntingdon, was 
not the first to be attacked 
while under police protection. , 
Police usually provide victims , 
with advice on security and a , 
panic button connected to their I 


There has to be changes in the 

priority police give to women’s 
safety and the protection that 
is offered.” 


Pensions for young 

A £750,000 advertising cam- 
paign by the Government, warn- 
ing the young tbar they may not 
have the standard of living they 
want if they rely on the state pen- 
sion alone, was launched in the 

P pntral tpWcinn sms snri ivuilH 


‘Murder in paradise’ trial opens I MoD to study Gulf illness 


sion aione, was iauneneo in me 
Central televioon area and could 
go national 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


BOB GRAHAM 

Antigua 


Four people aboard a British- 
owned racing yacht were tor- 
tured and killed for cash they 
did not have when they an- 
chored overnight off the 
Caribbean island of Barbuda. 

The four — two Britons and 
two Americans — were bound, 
gagged, stabbed and blasted 
with a shotgun, a court was told 
yesterday, the victims of three 
young West Indians who be- 
lieved the 65ft racing ketch, the 
Computer Centre Challenger. 
carried a substantial amount of 
money on board. 

But the reality was the yacht 


carried little cash or items of val- 
ue. Rex Mackay QC for the 
prosecution, told the High 
Court of Antigua at the open- 
ing of the trial in St John’s. 

Three men from Barbuda are 
charged with the murders of Ian 
Cridland and Thomas Williams, 
both British yachting enthusi- 
asts, and a middle-aged Amer- 
ican couple Bill and Kathy 
Clever, who were guests. 

Two of the accused. Mellan- 
son Harris, 23 and Marvin 
Joseph, 22. pleaded not guilty 
to the murder charge, which car- 
ries a death penalty. 

The third accused, Donald- 
son Samuel. 23, denied murder 
but admitted manslaughter. 


Samuel will now be sentenced 
at the end of the trial which is 
due to last two weeks. He is ex- 
pected to give crucial evidence 
against the other two accused. 

Much of the opening morn- 
ing of the trial was taken up with 
in complex legal argument. 

The three accused were ar- 
rested after a four-week in- 


3 uiry by Scotland Yard 
etectives were called in to in- 


detectives were called in to in- 
vestigate the killings. Initially, 
local police believed the deaths 
were part of an international 
drugs' smuggling ring. But a de- 
tailed investigation, led by De- 
tective Superintendent Michael 
Lawrence, of the Yard's Inter- 
national and Organised Crime 


department, uncovered the first 
alleged murders on Barbuda in 
more than half a century. 

The Yard team had been 
working in Antigua at the time 
on the killing of the former head 
of Customs and Excise. They 
were immediately transferred to 
Barbuda. 

The beautiful sun-kissed is- 
land, 27-miles north of An- 
tigua. is home to less than 1,600 
people, the majority of them liv- 
ing in poverty. It is an island 
known in the West Indies as 
“the pink paradise" because of 
its miles of unspoiled beaches, 
pink from the constant crash- 
ing of the coral off its shores. 

The trial continues. 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Deformities among the children 
of Gulf war veterans are to be 
studied as part of a full-scale re- 
view by the Ministry of Defence, 
to establish whether there are 
links between illnesses and ser- 
vice in the Gulf. 

The study marks a partial vic- 
tory for about 500 veterans of 
the Gulf war taking legal action 
against the MoD to secure 


About 350 veterans have 
been screened so far, but most 
work wfll be done through sta- 
tistical checks. Cases of children 
with abnormalities will be col- 
lated. Professor Sir Colza Berry, 


Surgeon General vice-admi- 
ral Tbny Revell said: “We are 
continuing this work not only for 
die veterans who are 91 but also 
to reassure ourselves that if we 
have to go to war again our peo- 


ciatists will tty to. establish 
whether there is a higher than 
normal incidence of illness 
among Gulf war veterans and 
deformities in their children. 


Row! London Hospital, said 
350 to 375 babies would be ex- 
pected to be bom with abnor- 
malities out of the 15,000 births 
likely from the 51,000 troops 
who served in the Gulf. 

The study of abnormalities 
would try to establish whether 
the incidence of abnormalities 
was higher than expected, and 
whether there were proven 
links to chemical agents used in 
the Gulf. 


pie will continue to be proper- 
ly and safety protected.” 

He said there was no evi- 
dence of a “syndrome”, but the 
MoD accepted that some vet- 
erans were 31. “I would prefer 
to cal) it Persian Gulf Illness, as 
the Americans do,” he said. 

The MoD has refused to ac- 
cept veterans’ claims that they 
were made ill by drug^ they took 
to protect them from chemical 
weapons in the Gulf war. 

News analysis, page 13 


Austria -ScMO 

Begum — .8P8G 
Carnes ...Jts300 
QpiUS . . . . X£L20 
Demerit . . . . Chris 

MSi Rep A5p 

Ban* JW4 

Qw ii w ny . . . -DM4.5 

Greece JWso 

Unaneoug . . JJ=B0 


NTanw F6.00 

fctfy 14,500 

Madera . . . fcc325 

43 cam l 

Nomey. .... Nto20 I 
Perusal .. .Esc325 

Spam Pts3O0 

Sweden 9o20 

Swiaesdanil.SM.00 

USA...J...S3L00 


overseas swsani’nots . ! 

A»nB4,13wete:Ei»tjpe£m7ec2lw4fl«- 
rite East, America. Afilca and ta»e)£laM* a>nB 
2 <R» £206.70. Borin 0M» 

send cfteqft paptfe m Johnsons Wenfl&islffe- 
j Sertcrn LBJ id 43 «®artjou, imfcn E14 9TK 
Oftet*ioraOlTlr538gBa. Oa« a» * »B>»we- 
SACK ISSUES 

tart sue of Ub Mpcnfc* n aMM* 
HUtwNMpepers. tetapMr»a98B4B4K. 


’Injudicious! Saying ihe Chancellor ought to be * 
socked. That's birly injudicious I suppose." 

“Look, I'm a moderate man , I chose my 
word 'injudicious' with ea re, but anyone 
who says Ken Clarke should be socked 
is frankly barking. New is f hat better 1", • 

'That's much better.' < 


GOOD MORNING 


MINISTER, THIS IS YOUR 


WAKE-UP CALL. 


A, Michael He^ltine kno-a, an early morning viai, 1D the Today audio isn't something you can do half asleep. Join John Humph™ 
and Urn .cam for Britain, most listened- to daily brcaVfast programme. Monday * Friday from 6.30am. Saturday from 700am. 



Meningitis in school 

Pupils and staff at Barnwell pri- 
mary school at Penshaw, Sun- 
derland, were being vaccinated 
against meningitis after five 
pupils became DL Two girls, five 
and six, were confirmed as hav- 
ing the rare “C” type meningo- 
coccal bacteria. Tests were 
continuing on the other three. 

MPs' pay campaign 

A cross-party campaign to in- 
crease MR’ pay began in earnest 
as more than a third of the 
Commons stoned amotion urg- 
ing Lord Nolan’s Committee 
on Standards in Public life to 
make recommendations by the 
end of ApriL 
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news 


Man ‘killed three boys and burnt bodies’ 


JONATHAN FOSTER 

Closet homosexual Steve 
Grieveson became a serial killer 
to protect his secret and indulge 
his enjoyment of murdering 
teenage boys and burning their 
bodies, Leeds Crown Court 
u*is told yesterday. 

Three limes within three 
months, Mr Grieveson strangled 
victims in his Sunderland neigh- 
bourhood. Each body bore the 
same signature: a ligature knot- 
ted carefully with a half-hitch to 
the left of the hack of the vic- 
tim's neck and which left no 


mark. John Milford QC. for Che 
prosecution, told the jury. 

Mr Grievcson, 24, denies 
murdering Thomas Kelly, IS. 
and 15-year-olds David Hanson 
and David Grieff between No- 
vember 1993 and February 
1994. 

Tile killings had “numerous 
and striking” similarities which 
led to the conclusion that only 
one murderer could have been 
responsible. Mr Milford said. 

But loeal pathologists had 
heen unable to prove homicide 
from post-mortem examina- 
tions. Only when they consult- 


ed two experts, six months af- 
ter discovery of the third body, 
did compelling evidence 
emerge that all three buys had 
been killed. 

Thomas Kelly had been 
strangled with his own scarf in 
an allotment hut: David Han- 
son with a scrap of material 
from qn unoccupied basement: 
and David Grieff with his own 
hell in an allotment shed close 
to the scene of the Kelly mur- 
der. 

Mr Milford told the juiy of 
six men and six women that all 
the killings took place in the 


evening, “after dark, but not 
late”. 

At the scene of the Hanson 
killing, Mr Gricvc&on’s finger- 
print was found on a basement 
window. On boarding tom 
down to force entry, police 
found a footprint which 
matched the sole of Grievesrm’s 
training shoe. 

A DNA profile taken from 
semen found in David GriefTs 
mouth and stomach matched 
Mr Grievcson ’s DNA. Profiles 
match once m every 200.000 
people. Mr Milford said. 

The court was told that after 


a chance meeting, Grievcson 
had lured David Grieff from the 
company of his friends with an 
unfulfilled promise of cannabis. 
The boy was not homosexual. 
“He forced David Grieff to 
fellale him, and then he mur- 
dered him.” Mr Milford said. 

Mr Milford said it was un- 
necessary fur the Crown to es- 
tablish a motive for the alleged 
murders. But he said Mr 
Grieveson was a homosexual 
“unable or unwilling” to come 
to terms with his sexuality. He 
killed to prevent the boys re- 
vealing the homosexuality he 


had disclosed to them, and he 
killed “because he enjoyed 
killing them and firing their bod- 
ies”. 

Mr Grieveson met Thomas 
Kelly in Sunderland town cen- 
tre on 2b November 1993. Mr 
Kelly was afraid of Mr Grieve - 
son because he had joined an 
identity parade on which Mr 
Grieveson was the suspect. 

Mr Kelly feared Mr Grieve- 
son mistakenly believed he had 
been betrayed to the police by 
Mr Kelly, the juiy was told. 

When Mr Kelly's body was 
discovered later that night it had 


been burnt so badly that a po- 
lice doctor could not establish 
his sex. 

David Hanson and David 
Grieff were friends and mem- 
bers of a group who had ex- 
perimented with drugs, Mr 
Milford said. Both attended 
Monkwcarraoulh Secondary 
School, where Mr Kelly had also 
been educated. 

David Hanson's body was 
found in an unoccupied 
seafront bouse which Mr 
Grieveson later admitted bur- 
gling. He claimed his theft from 
the house explained the pres- 


ence of his fingerprint and foot- 
print. 

Mr Milford said the prosecu- 
tion would show the premises 
were secure when Mr Grieveson 
c a jri he broke in. And witnesses 
would testify they saw Mr 
Grieveson with David Grieff 
on the evening of his death. 

Mr Milford said Mr Grieve- 
son admitted his homosexuali- 
ty later to a cellmate at Durham 
prison. He admitted having sex 
with “a lad” whom he had 
killed and then burnt because 
he was on drugs. 

The trial continues. 


Opera house fire: Worldwide appeal launched to rebuild ‘La Fenice’ for second time following blaze causing £200m damage 
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‘Phoenix’ of Venice 
must rise again 
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ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

A pDe of smouldering ruins was 
. all that was left yesterday of La 
Fenice, Venice's famous neo- 
classical opera house, after a 
devastating fire ripped through 
the building in less than two 
hours, plunging the city into 
mounting and~ stunning lovers 
of Venice all over the world. 

The theatre^ which was un- 
dergoing the last stages of an ex- 
pensive restoration, caught fire 
just after 9pm on Monday night. 
Within half an hour the roof bad 
collapsed and 150ft flames were 
shooting up into the night sky. 

Firefighters struggling to 


Firefighters struggling to 
reach the site along the narrow 
canals managed to save the 
18th-century facade and outside 
walls but could only watch as the 
stage, orchestra, stalls and or- 
nate boxes vanished into a smog 
of thick black fumes. 

City officials have launched 
an international appeal for 
funds to rebuild La Fenice, a 
theatre whose name - literally 
“The Phoenix” - bears elo- 
quent testimony to its fire-rid- 
den history. The Italian 


government pledged an initial 
£8m, and the European Union 
a further £80.000. 

Among the many musical 
figures to expres their grief was 
the Italian tenor Luciano 
Pavarotti who offered to or- 
ganise a charity concert to help 
cover what an estimated £200m 
worth of damage. “The entire 
world of opera feels like an or- 
phan after such a loss,” be said. 

The American “Save Venice" 
committee pledged proceeds 
from its annual masked ball, ex- 
pected to be hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. The city of 
Barcelona also sent its sympa- 
thy- the Vfenice blaze struck two 
days before the second an- 
niversary of a fire which gutted 
its own Liceo opera house. 

A senior prosecutor, Felice 
Casson. was put in charge of an 
investigation to determine the 
cause of the fire. City officials 
appeared to rule out foul play, 
favouring instead a theory that 
the blaze was started by an elec- 
trical fault or short circuit. 

One Environment Ministry 
expert, Giampiero Zuccbetta, 
said it was a miracle the whole 
area around La Fenice, barely 


10 minutes' walk west from St 
Mark's Square, did not go up in 
flames. “Venice is like a tin- 
derbox with little stone build- 
ing and lots of wood,” he said. 

Nearly 200 firefighters were 
hampered by the narrow streets 
and because the canals around 
the theatre had been drained for 
cleaning. People in surrounding 
buildings; including two tourist 
hotels, rushed out into the 
streets in panic, many of them 
bursting into tears when they re- 
alised what was happening. 

The 1 500-seat theatre, first 
built in 1792 by the neo-classi- 
cal architect Gianamonio Sel- 
va, was called La Fenice 
because it replaced a baroque 
palace lost to fire. It became fa- 
mous both for its fine architec- 
ture and the virtuosity of its bel 
canto singers, and counted 
Napoleon among its fans. 

It burned down in 1835 after 
a faulty stove was left on in the 
basement, and had to be rebuilt 
from scratch by Selva’s pupils. 
The new theatre premiered 
many of Verdi’s operas and, in 
the run-up to Italian unification, 
became a symbol of resistance 
to the occupying Austrian army. 
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Musical dram^: A coi^rt at La Fenice opera house which was destroyed by fire on Monday night (above left) 


Main Photograph: AP 


The modem La Fenice had 
also been a symbol as one of the 
few dynamic cultural centres left 
in a dying city. Its forthcoming 
new season had promised a 
touch of the unorthodox, start- 
ing with a concert by Woody 
Allen in his guise as a jazz clar- 
inettist. 

Several prominent cultural 
figures demanded yesterday 
that the theatre be rebuilt ex- 
actly as it was, although the Ro- 
man architect Paolo Fortoghesi 
pleaded for the 1792 rather than 
the 1830s model. The latter, he 
said, was a “horrendous con- 
fection” that had betrayed the 
original design with touches of 
fake baroque and rococo. 




5 things you 
didn’t know about 
life after death. 


QE2 boss’s £400,000 pay-off 










John Olsen: Lost ' Cunard 
job after QE2 refit muddle 


PETER VICTOR 

John Olsen, the former Cunard 
boss who lost his job after the 
disastrous refit of the QE2, 
left with a payment of £407,000. 
it emerged yesterday. 

The deal included £232,000 
as compensation for loss of of- 
fice, ayear’s salary of £163,000 
and £12,000 in benefits. In the 
previous year to the end of Sep- 
tember Mr Olsen’s package 
amounted to £290,000. He was 
on a one-year rolling contract. 

The figures are revealed in 
the annual report of Cunard’s 
parent company Trafalgar 
House, which last month an- 
nounced it bad plunged into the 


red to the tune of £321m in the 
year to the end of September 
with the Cunard liner division 
losing £16.4m at the operating 
leveL Its engineering business- 
es also reported huge losses. 

The dramatic deficit is in 
stark contrast to the previous 12 
months when the group made 
a pre-tax profit of £45.6m. 

Mr Olsen left following the 
shambolic £30m refit of the 

QE2. The 67,000 ton liner, 
which is fitted out eveiy two 
years, was returned to service in 
December 1994 before the 
overhaul bad been completed. 
Passengers on a Christmas voy- 
age to New York complained of 
“Niagaras” of dirty water in toi- 


lets, corridors blocked by “un- 
secured materials” and a fenced 
off swimming pooL The ship was 
refused clearance to sail from 
New York when coastguards in- 
sisted certain jobs be complet- 
ed before the liner could 
continue to the Caribbean. 

Passengers claimed that they 
had been exposed to asbestos 
while workmen tried frantical- 
ly to finish the refit as the ship 
sailed. The company paid out 
refunds of £8,000 and offered 
alternative cruises for 500 pas- 
sengers left at Southampton. 

Last November a US court 
approved a £7Jm settlement 
offer to 2,000 passengers who 
suffered on the cruise. 







jgg» 






Aspinall relief at 
tiger cage victory 


Pogs beat hi-tech 
rivals to be top toy 


It’s aa alarming fact that many people are seriously 
under-insured. Some of them are simply not aware how 
much money their family would need, should the worst 
happen. Others may believe that the necessary life cover 
would be too cosUy for them to afford. 

la reality, you can give yonr family the security they 
need for as little asa few pence a day. 

Allied Dunbar’s str aigh tforward terra assurance can 
provide a substantial ^brjn-to your dependants should you 


die within the period it 


I - at a price that's real value. 


Zoo owner John Aspinall last 
night vowed to enter his tigers’ 
cages “within days” following a 
m l mg he can continue his con- 
troversial policy of encouraging 
his keepers to bond with dan- 
gerous animals. 

A majority decision by an 
industrial tribunal at Ashford, 
Kent, yesterday upheld his ap- 
peal against a ban by Canter- 
bury city council on zoo staff 
entering adult tigers’ cages. 

Mr Aspinall said his mood 
and that of his staff at his two 
Kent zoos— at Ftirt Lympne and 
Howletts - was one of relief 
rather than victory- “Morale is 
very high. I think even the an- 
imals sense that something 
good has happened." 

It has been 14 months since 
any of Mr Aspinall's keepers 


have been inside the tiger cages 
following a ban under the 
Health and Safety at Work Act. 
Mr Aspinall, 68, took the mat- 
ter to the industrial tribunal 
threatening to close his zoos to 
the public if he Josl 

The three-member tribunal’s 
decision in his favour — with 
some amendments to safety 
rales - is a blow to the council 
which spent £35,000 on the 
case. The authority imposed the 
ban on employees entering the 
tigers' cages after a keeper, 
Trevor Smith, died when he was 
mauled by 5001b Siberian tiger 
Balkash in 1994. 

The council said some aspects 
of the ruling have caused con- 
cern and its legal department is 
studying the finding?- An appeal 
has not been ruled ouL 


! Pogs, a sort of tiddly-winks on 
steroids, has been named Toy of 
the Year, just 12 months after 
its arrival in the UK. 

The low-tech game, which be- 
came a craze among school- 
children last summer, beat the 
best that Nintendo and Sega 
could offer. 

Pogs - described by its mak- 
ers Waddington as a “mOk-cap 
slamming game"- sells for as lit- 
tle as 99p. The Fog itself is a 
brightly coloured cardboard 
disc which children collect or 
use in a playground game. 

The discs originated in 
Hawaii in the 1930s when chil- 
dren there collected the 
coloured cardboard tops of 
milk and other drinks bottles, 
a bit like football or cigarette 
cards. The discs are named 


after an acronym for passion 
fruit, orange juice and guava. 

The game was introduced to 
the UK by the toy manufactur- 
er Waddington after it became 
a best-seller in the US. So far, 
the resultant mania has yield- 
ed the company £25 m. 

The British Association of 
Toy Retailers, which organises 
the Toy of the Year award, an- 
nounced Waddington’s win at 
the International Tby and Hob- 
by Fair in London. 

Power Rangers was voted 
boys' toy of the year. Barbie was 
named best girls' toy; and the 
construction game KTnex was 
nominated best new toy. 

Toy manufacturers are now 
searching for the next big thing 
as they vie for a bigger share of 
the £l-6bn British toy market 


f Depending on your pemipji arrangements you may he 
.. able lo obtain tax relief,, jwhich means your monthly 
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d Call now for a personal quote on 

IP8Q0Q88 666 

SraSIhy 7ariWl 0pm, 7 days a week. 
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contributions can work out to be as little as 27p a day for 
each £100.000 worth of cover*. Even better, yon may 
qualify far higher rale income tax relief on your 
contributions - meaning you can get even more 
protection For your money. 
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And applying is simple; we can take most of your 
details over the phone. Call us now for more information 
and a personal quote and we’ll send you a free Allied 
Dunbar ballpoint pen. Alternatively, if you visit us on the 
Internet you can obtain your quote plus some free 
information on Will Writing from our site. Either way, 
you’ll make sure your family gets the right protection - 
at the right price. 170F1 
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news 


moves to reduce 


ecstasy deaths 



JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 


Radical new government pro- 
posals to improve safety at 
raves and reduce the growing 
number of ecstasy-related 
deaths were welcomed yester- 
day by nightclub owners, doc* 
tore and lawyers, 
v Prosecution authorities and 
'dub owners told a Commons 
select committee that propos- 
als to introduce licences forcing 
rave organisers to introduce 
“chin-out” areas for dancers and 
to employ paramedics would 
help reduce the death toll. The 
committee, meeting in Ayr 
where three youngsters died af- 
ter taking ecstasy at the Hang- 
er 13 nightclub, was told that 
“model rave licences 7 ' should be 
introduced throughout the UK. 

MPs on the Scottish Affaire 
Committee were taking evi- 
dence on the Licensing Bill, 
which ministers introduced af- 
ter the deaths at Hanger 13. The 
proposed legislation, which de- 


fines a rave as “dancing to an 
emission of repetitive beats* 
gives the Scottish Office new 
powers to draw up model li- 
cences regulating all rave 
venues north of the border. The 
pilot scheme enjoys cross-par- 
ty support and, u it proves suc- 
cessful it will be introduced in 
England and Wales. 

The Licences will enable Scot- 
tish local authorities to impose 
tough new safety conditions on 
rave dubs. Organisexs will be re- 
quired to provide “chill-out 7 ’ ar- 
eas with freely available water 
to prevent dancers dehydratin g; 
stewards will be forced to search 
all ravers thoroughly and para- 
medics must be on hand to treat 
anyone who falls DL 

With the number of ecstasy- 
related deaths topping 50 far the 
Bret time last year, chib owners 
believe the new licences will 
help prevent further fatal over- 
doses. Fraser MacIntyre, man- 
ager of Hanger 13, described the 
Bill as “the way ahead”. 

Mr MacIntyre added that al- 


most every dub in Britain had 
& drugs problem and be called 
onload authorities to examine 
the new licences. “It’s the same 
everywhere be it Ayr or any oth- 
er town in the country. Young 
people want to dance. Some 
want to take dregs - illegal 
drugs. We need to create a safe 
environment The kind of mea- 
sures contained in the Bill will 
help to prevent'deaths.” 

Mr MacIntyre was backed by 
doctors and Sheriff Neil Gow 
QC, who called ecstasy “a dance 
with death” in bis report into the 
Hanger 13 deaths. 

Although co u ncils i" England 
and Wales have the power to 
withdraw licences from dobs 


thought to be unsafe, no 
detailed guidelines have been 


detailed guidelines have been 
drawn up covering raves. 

Lord Janies Dougjas-Harnfl- 
ton, the Scottish health minis- 
ters expected to tell members 
next week that lie Govern- 
ment wants to introduce the 
new regulations by the end of 
the year. 
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Teenage drug abusers 
‘being failed by system’ 


Homecoming: Worshippers In St Helen’s in the City of London yesterday for the first time since the IRA bombing in 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 


GLENDA COOPER 


Teenagers who run into trouble 
with drugs are being aban- 
doned by health chiefs, ac- 
cording to a report by the NHS 
Health Advisory Service. 

Current services present a 
“gloomy picture” where there 
is a lack of knowledge of the 
scale of the problem and short- 
age of specialist treatments for 
those most at risk. 

Drug use is now so wide- 
spread among teenagers that 
such behaviour cannot be seen 
as abnormal, according to Kei- 
th HellaweU, the Chief Con- 
stable of West Yorkshire, who 


helped launch the report. The 
Substance of Young Needs. He 


Substance of Young Needs. He 
said that if present trends con- 
tinue, 80 per cent of 10-year- 


olds will have beat involved in 
drugs in some way by 2005. 

Home Office figures show 
the number of notified drug ad- 
dicts under 21 increased from 
1,501 in 1990 to 2^31 in 1993. 

The study says there is a lack 
of recognition by health pro- 
fessionals of teenagers’ needs. 
Services axe poorly planned 
and co-ordinated - developing 
in an “isolated, uneven, patchy 
and idiosyncratic manner*. 

Specialised treatment is ex- 
tremely limited became of a 
range of factors including lack 
of understanding of the prob- 
lem, Lack of basic information 
about services and disputes 
over funding. Staff are said to 
have little knowledge or formal 
training about issues of confi- 
dentiality or consent 


The report by the NHS 
Health Advisory Service, a nan- 
departmental public body, 
makes a dear distinction be- 
tween experimental use of 
drugs and addiction. 

While the service does not 
support legalisation of drugs, it 
also says that experimentation 
alone cannot be seen as in- 


The congregation of St Helen’s 
Bisbopsgate at last returned to 
its home in the heart of London 
yesterday as the church, torn 
apart by the IRA bomb that 
wrecked the Baltic Exchange in 
1992, was formally reopened. 

The largest congregation m 
the City has twice suffered the 


effects of IRA attacks: after St 
Helen’s east windows were 
blown out and the centre of the 
church destroyed, they moved 
to nearby St Botulph’s, only to 
have their adopted place of wor- 
ship hit by a second ERA bomb, 
which caused further damage to 
St Helen’s. 

The £3 5m renovation was 
paid for by insurance money and 


gifts from the congregation, 
which includes City workers 
attending the resumed Tuesday 
lunchtime services. The Geor- 
gian interior, which unites three 
sections of the medieval church, 
belies the destruction done by 
the bombings, when parish- 
ioners watched grey-blue glass 
from the CSt/s skyscrapers cov- 
er St Helen’s like snow. 


More than 1,000 people at- 
tended the reopening ceremo- 
ny and remembered the four 

people killed in the twobomb- 

f n, 


mgs. The outgoing Bishop of 
London, David Hope, said in a 
written message that “God is 
working to draw out good from 
evil, to raise up the ruined 
places ~ and St Helen’s is no 
exception.” 


Court usher’s son served on six juries 


dicative of personal disorders. 
Misuse is defined as use that is' 


harmful, dependent use or the 
use of substances as part of a 
wider spectrum of problemat- 
ic or harmful behaviour. 

The report warns: “Given the 
fragmentary and, in some areas, 
non-existence of services for 
young people . . . there are con- 
siderable challenges to be over- 
come before there will be 
appropriate provision." 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs. Correspondent 


At least five more cases heard 
by a “professional juror” were 
being reconsidered by court 
officials yesterday after the 
Court of Appeal freed a man he 
had helped convict of burglary. 

The juror was called in re- 
peatedly by his father, a senior 
usher at Stoke Crown Court, to 
make up the numbers. 


Last night the Court Service, 
which was given agency status 
by the Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment last year, was check- 
ing the records of other trials 


where the juror was co-opted. 
The defendant, Frederick 


The defendant, Frederick 
Salt, 25, who bad served 13 
months, wfll be entitled to claim 
compensation for wrongful im- 
prisonment. His convictions for 
burglary and assaulting a po- 
liceman were quashed because 


the usher’s son, who had served 
several times, would be Hkely to 
be an expert who would influ- 
ence other jurors. 

Details of other cases beard 
by the juror have not been 
made public, but according to 
a source at the Lord Chancel- 
lor's office the Court Service 
was planning to tell any defen- 


tbe Court of Appeal might free 
them or order a retrial. If freed 


them or order a retrial. If freed 
they would be able to claim 
compensation. 


though the appeal judges 
1 that the father and son 


dants convicted by the “pro- 
fessional juror”. They would be 


fesaonal juror”. They would be 
able to seek leave to appeal, and 


ruled that the father and son 
must not be named, it emerged 
during the hearing this week 
that on at least six occasions at 
Stoke-on-Trent Crown Court 
the young man had been called 
in to fill in when there was a 
shortage. Jurors are paid £44:8 




Want a cheaper 


Personal Loan? 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 


Don’t bank on 


The Government's Drinking 
Water Inspectorate is to inves- 
tigate South West Water after 
contamination at a major treat- 
ment works last summer caused 
nearly 600 people to fall 01. 

It is the second time in the 


past few years that the Little- 
hempston Treatment Works, 
serving more than 300,000 res- 
idents and summer visitors in 
south Devon, has been linked 
with a sickness and diarrhoea 
outbreak caused by the micro- 
scopic parasite Cryptosporidium. 

An official report into the in- 
cident, which occurred at the 
height of the holiday season, was 



the big 
three banks. 


Bill Fraser: Leaves company 
bat mil remain a consultant 


Southwest Water also an- 
nounced that Bill Fraser, its 
managing director since pri- 
vatisation. is to leave at the end 
of next month. But a spokesman 


said that there was “absolutely 
no connection” between his 
departure from the water com- 
pany with the highest bills in the 
country and the publication of 
yesterday’s report. However, 
Mr Fraser, whose salary has 


risen rapidly to £164,000 a year, 
wiO remain a paid consultant for 
the company for a year with an 
undisclosed fee. 

In yesterday’s report the 
“outbreak control team” - a 
group of public health officials, 
local council officers and water 
company managers - put the 
blame squarely on the Little- 
bempston works, but failed to 
establish bow the parasite got 
into foe treated water in the first 
place. . 

There are growing concerns 
about Cryptosporidium, which 
can live m tbe guts of farm an- 
imate as well as man and is wide- 
spread in foe environment. It is 
extremely hardy and, being 
about 10 times foe size of a bac- 
terium, is small enough to get 
through extremely fine filters. 
It can cause weeks of painful gut 
fliness ami once an outbreak oc- 
curs it can spread from person 
to person directly. 


woman said prosecuting South 
West Water was a possibility- 
Following the outbreak, foe 
control team told local residents 
to boil water for 26 days: The 
company paid £15 compensa- 
tion to an households tn the 
area, which cost more than 
£Im, but some individuals and 
companies are see king "further 
compensation. 


Good news if you're looking for a loan. and efficient. And to save you even more 


You can borrow between £1,000 and £15,000 money there’s no arrangement fee. To qualify* 
from Direct lane at a lower cost. 'Whatever you you simply have to hold a comprehensive 


want to buy we can lend a hand. As you’d motor insurance policy with, any insurer. 


expect from Direct Line the service is quick Give us a call. We’re waiting to beat the banks. 


Chinook pilot’s 
disaster theory 


LENDER 


AMOUNT 
OF LOAN 


36 MONTHLY 

REPAYMENTS 


TOTAL 

PAYABLE 


DCTECT LINE 


(lots? 

£20246 


gjBJ4 

£7,295.76 


BARCLAYS 


£106-42 

£21244 


CX83I.I2 

£7fi62J24 


NAT WEST 


0,735.72 

£7479.28 



ABBEY NATIONAL | 


£10X26 

£203.95 


£3,71736 

£734X20 


DIRECT LINE 


APB’s correct at 26/1/96. 


0181 680 9966 


0161 83! 9966 


0141 248 9966 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


rail ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Mease quote ref. IND3 


Ffesooai ( 2 * 8 * pnhfticd by.Hrea Uaeftundad Servkw Limbed, Wwr R***** So-eetv Owjcw G2 2BQ. Leans 
are irtnMts tfa» £1,000 w fl&Mfc "You iwat.fce.affd 22 « «•* have a regular Income (and taw a arrest 
conWetemfr^ metor ftiwronce policy). We reserve die ifeta to ihc&ne sny «ppficrtjsib Here* not* kam for hoQdays 
an ramble oree not itataOM 12 months. Repayments a« ffffbto morn** by «tct debit. APR rents dependng 
on the term antf amfliMt efcOM Iren. Written qowaflow are waBable on raff?**- Wrea Urn Mid tire rad refcpbon* 
4 ii wfead* are the aido ntfii** of Direct Use bourne* /pfc and read writ* taw penriafon ot Direct Urn tmarem* pic. 


The RAFs official explanation 
for the 1994 Mull of Kin tyre 
helicopter disaster led to a 
sense of “injustice” throughout 
the ah- force, an inquiry heard 
yesterday. 

The claim was made by a Chi- 
nook pilot who put forward fits 
awn theory about the disaster 
a temporary control jam which 
pul foe helicopter on a fetal col- 
lision course with the Mull. He 
told foe inquiry the RAF board 
of inquiry's explanation - a 
wrong rate of climb - bad been 
largely based on “speculation 
and conjecture". 

*fop-raokin£ officers had then 
based on this a judgment of 
“gross negligence” on the two 
pilots involved, Flight Lieu- 
tenants Jonathan Tipper and 
Richard Cook. 

The assertion by foe Chinook 
phot, who cannot be named for 
security reasons, led to the re- 
call to the witness box today of 
the wing commander who act- 
ed as president of rhe board of 
inquiry. He said the pilot’s al- 
ternative theory was a possibil- 


ity that could not be dismissed, 
but was extremely unlikely. 

He repeated his own view of 
the likeliest cause - that foe 
crew put the Chinook into a 
high-speed cruising climb too 
shallow to clear the MulL They 
began foe climb at a point 
where they thought they were 
further away from the Mull, and 
slightly further to the right of it. 
than they were, be said. 

The inquiry yesterday en- 
tered its dosing stages. It wfl) re- , 
sume on Thursday, when , 
closing submissions will be j 
heard from lawyers. I 

The disaster, on 2 June 1994, 
wiped out the iJIite of Ulster’s 
intelligence experts. 

The Chinook pilot said that 
he believed an explanation 
could be a temporary 20-second 
control jam, perhaps caused 
by one or more loose articles in- 
terfering with foe controls, with 
the crew regaining control but 
too late. The pilot said be was 
putting forward his theory not 
as the likeliest cause, but as a 
possible one. 


‘superbugs’ due 


TOM WILKIE 
Science Editor 


Beachcombing biologists have 
discovered a powerful new an- 
tibiotic that will fight 
caused by “superbugs” which 
are immune to other antibiotics. 

Researchers from Heriot- 
watt University in Edinburgh 
discovered that tbe antibiotic is 

nmHlirarl Ik. . • 


u on me snores of foe 
Firth of Earth at north Berwick. 

It is particularly effective 
against the MRSA bacteria - 
methicfllin-resistani Staphylo- 
coccus aureus. Deaths from 
MRSA infection have been 
soaring over the past decade as 
foe bacterium is prevalent in 
hospitals and is unharmed sot 
only ty penicillin, but by almost 
all other antibiotics. 

The pharmaceutical industry 
has been unwilling, however, to 

late un thf* Hurinf e »- 


,■ -K 


Rave clubs hark! Church tom a n a rthvlRA bomb jggjL • 


1992 Photograph: John Voos 
But foe rector of St Helen’s, 

, J nn>c InMthp 


Prebendary ukk ukus, 
oongregation he held little hope 
for human nature. He had ear- 
iier told a press conference: Tm 
not a man of very much hope 
either for foe state of foe world 
or for Northern Ireland.” Asked 
whether he forgave the bombers 
he sakfc.’Tm not aware that arty- 
one has asked for forgiveness.” 


a day, plus £4.25 meals al- 
lowance and up to 36p a mile 
travelling allowance. 

Mr Salt was represented by 
Antony Longworth, who said 
foe juror was summoned to 
attend court after it was realised 
they were one short of a jury 
panel in June last year. 

Lord Justice Staughton re- 
fused an application for a retrial 
on foe grounds that it was not 
in the public interest. 


Water firm faces inquiry 
over second illness outbreak 


Earlier this month, York- 
shire Whter went on “ied alert” 
after foe parasite was found in 
the treated water at one of its 


largest works - the Ehrington 
plant which, supplies Sheffield, 
Rotherham and Barnsley. But 
it was found at veiy;kw con- 
centrations and there were no 
reported cases of sickness. 

There have been several out- 
breaks linked to tapwater in the 

past, few years, but the Drink- 
ing Waxer Inspectorate has not 
yet taken any water company to 
court. Yesterday a spokes- 


r--- — - '••wiVJEiau, W1U1 

financial support to continue 
their work, according to Pro- 
fessor Brian Austin, head of bi- 


ological sciences# the univer- • 
sity. The mdusfryis unused to - 
dealing wifojmarine micro- 
organisms ralhertfcaothe ones 
derived from soils to which 
they are accusfbmed. 

Antibiotics kill bacteria and 
some OftiierpCKt effective cmes 
are prodoMtfby other bacteria ! 
- to ldfl off foeir neighbours in 
foe competition for a food re 
source; It has been standard ; 
practice for years for re- 
searchers seeking new drugsfo " ; 
do the equivalent of going oat . 
of , foe laboratory, taking a, 
spadetulofsoflfrcnnthefkiwcr-' 
ted across the road and screen- 
ing foe millions of bacteria it 
contains to see if any of them : 
might have a medicinal use. 

Professor Austnrsaid their - 
discovery carried foe message 
“that foe sea seems to offer 
potential for the hextgenera- 
tion". But he warned: “if today 
someone decided to. commer- 
cialise it, it would take years - 
and literally minions of pounds 
before it could be available 
in the dimes.” - • 
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news 


> Camera firms focus on film to put photographers in the frame 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

.Amateur photography is set 
for a revolution that could 
prove as momentous as ih c 
record industry's change a 
decade ago from vinyl to com- 
pact discs. 

Tomorrow the five biggest 
companies in the photograph- 
ic industry will launch a new 
range of films and cameras 
which promise to end the prob- 
lem of over- and under-ex- 
posed films and the hassles of 
loading films in cameras that 
seem determined to resist them. 

Known as Advanced Photo 
System (APS), the products 
have been developed joinOv by 
Canon, Fuji, Kodak, Minolta 
and Nikon, who have spent 
more than £200m over the past 
five years to develop a fault-free 
method of loading and pro- 
cessing films. 

Kodak reckons the system is 
long overdue. “Every year more 
than 1 billion photographs are 
lost due to simple errors," a 
spokeswoman said. “Fifteen 
per cent of all rolls received by 
processors have blank, fogged 
or double-exposed frames. And 
70 per cent of our consumer 
phone enquiries relate to load- 
ing problems." 

TTie new film is contained in 
a single cartridge which can be 
dropped straight into any APS 
camera. It then loads automat- 
ically. Before taking a photo, the 
user can choose between three 
different formats - normal, 
“group" (16 per cent wider 
than normal) and panoramic, 
which is twice as wide as stan- 
dard prints. 

After special processing, the 


fSo^jshots *rt the evofufcpotr of the camera 


1822; Joseph Ntcephone Niepce and h« brother Claude Invent the 
flf st permanent photograph. 

1838; The Daguerrotype camera £ invented, capturing images us- 
ing silver on copper prates 

Eastman Kodak introduces the Box Brownie roll-film camera 
the consumer market It is priced at 51. Millions are sold and 
amateur photography is bom. 

1938; The first 35mm SLR (single tens re- 
flex) production camera is introduced by Kine 
Exakta of Dresden, Germany. SLR allows the 
photographer to look through the same lens 
as that taking the picture. 

1960s: Polaroid introduces an early autofo- 
cus camera, which estimates the distance to 
te subject by hJ^pttrited sound, ft flops, be- 
cause it cannot focus beyond windows. 

1985; Minolta introduces Its 7000 camera, the first 35mm SLR 
autofocus camera. 

1887: Kodak introduces the Fling, the first disposable camera, it 
contains a single film and Is used just once. It is a huge hit, espe- 
cially In Japan 

1996; Canon, Fuji, Kodak, Mhotta and Nikon Introduce the Advanced 
Photo System - but wiH it be a hit or a flop? 




developed negatives are re- 
turned inside the cartridge, 
along with a set of prints and a 
“contact sheet" containing 
miniature numbered versions of 
every print. This makes it eas- 
ier to select pictures for 
reprints, instead of struggling to 
identify a negative from a thin 
strip held up to the light. 

The problems of under- and 
over-exposure are tackled by the 
camera, which encodes data 
on to a magnetic strip at the bot- 
tom of tbe film os the photo is 
taken. The processing system 
then automatically adjusts the 
development process to allow 
for dark or light conditions. 

Steve fiurclough, news editor 


of Amateur Photographer mag- 
azine. said: “It's good news for 
the general consumer. It might 
not appeal to the top end of the 
market, where people like to 
haw as much control of the shot 


Clearer view: The new films will automatically correct problems such as over-exposure due to bright sunlight (first photograph) and imder- 
exposure on foreground subject due to strong backlight (second photograph), to produce the perfect image 

go on sale in April, will have to - which wfll not fit in any oth- 
pay a premium for them. The er camera - will cost about £1 
cameras are expected to cost be- extra for processing, with addi- 
— - J tionai costs of 5p for “group" 

prints and 25p for panoramic 
prints. 


as possible. But for Joe Public, 
the message is that you won't get 
back a lot of bad photos - 
which is the sort of thing that 
can make you decide not to 
bother taking pictures next 


rime. It means you won't have 
to think at all.” 

Photo companies, desperate 
for something to pep up the 
stagnant camera and film mar- 
ket world-wide, are encour- 


aged by polls which have shown 
that nine out of ten consumers 
would choose an APS camera 
over a conventional system. 

However, those wanting APS 
cameras, which are expected to 


tween 20 per cent and 30 ^er 


cent more than compara 
products, while the APS films 


Stores may 
be forced to 
detail cost of I 
warranties 


nic cictrm 

The Office of Fair Trading yes- 
terday warned retailers that 
they may be forced to display 
the costs of warranties for their 
electrical goods in all their 
stores unless they do so volun- 
tarily. 

The OFTs threat came after 
It found that, despite an agree- 
ment by retailers last year to 
support a code of conduct pro- 
posed by their trade body, only 
one-third of outlets had done so. 

Only 40 per cent of retail out- 
lets provided their customers 
with take-away leaflets detail- 
ing the cost of their warranties. 

John Bridgman, director gen- 
eral at the OFT said yesterday; 
“Response to the code has 
been very patchy and adherence 
[to it] has been patchy. Tbo 
many customers are still not 
able to get the price information 
they need to shop around and 
competition in extended war- 
ranties is still too low." 

Unless retailers sign up to tbe 
code devised by the British Re- 
tail Consortium last May, the 
OFT will ask the Department 
of Thide and Industry to use its 
powers force them to do. Ex- 
tended warranties on electrical 
goods, such as fridges and wash- 
ing machines, are regularly sold 
by retailers to customers who 
buy their goods. 

“In many cases, returns from 
warranties are high and repre- 
sent a major contribution to 
overall company profits, partly 
through offshore subsidiaries, If 
substantial improvements are 
not apparent — in May, I would 
have to recommend effective 
action," Mr Bridgman said. 

But many consumers have 
complained that the cost of 
warranties varies wildly be- 
tween different stores. Often, 
the price is not publicised un- 


JOIN NOW FROM 
JUST £36 


Tb join, caB toe aai” 
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til a purchase is almost com- 
pleted. In recent years, a num- 
ber of electrical chains are 
known to have made a sub- 
stantial proportion of their 
profits from warranty sales 
rather than their main business. 

After a hard-hitting report in 
1994, the industry vowed to 
clean up its act by setting up a 
code of practice. However, re 
search by the OFT last year 
found the cost of a five-year 
warranty on the same model 
television set varied from noth- 
ing to £201. A guarantee for the 
same washing machine cost be- 
tween £95 to £240. The OFT 
also wants customers to be giv- 
en details of separate manu- 
facturers’ warranties, which are 
often much cheaper than the 
ones sold by stores. 

Keith Richards, senior lawyer 
at Consumers’ Association, 
said: “The lack of commitment 
to the code of practice is very 
worrying. Retailers dearly have 
an economic interest in keep- 
ing information from con- 
sumers. Sadly it seems the 
voluntary code is toothless and 
is never going to be effective. 

“This is a final chance for re- 
tailers to get their bouse in or- 
der - if they don’t we will fully 
bad: any moves towards com- 
pulsory reform. " 

A spokeswoman for the 
British Retail Consortium said: 
“We are disappointed that more 
of our members have not signed 
up. But the code was only pub- 
lished in May 1995 so it is ear- 
ly days yet We will be 
reminding our members that 
they should apply the code in 
their stores and expect the fig- 
ures to improve significantly.” 

Customers visiting stores are 
usually wooed by the headline 
discount on the particular ap- 
pliance they want to buy. They 
are then offered extended guar- 
antees on their goods, ranging 
between three aim fiveyears, for 
an additional sum. The prices 

estimated average repair cost of 
the equipment over the period 
of tbe guarantee. 

In most instances, buyers are 
nor told that they could obtain 
cheaper warranties from the 
manufacturers. By the time 
they are contacted by the man- 
ufacturer, they have already 
committed themselves to tbe 
store’s more expensive product 
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Educational standards: System for monitoring independent sector criticised as far-flung outpost fights for surw^ 

Inspections 
of private 
schools ‘hide 
failings’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Inspections of private schools 
are an exerdse in mutual back* 
slapping and conceal bad 
schools from parents, according 
to a report published today. 

The report from Mike Douse, 
an Internationa} educational 
consultant and former inde- 
pendent school head, says pri- 
vate schools should be inspected 
in the same way as state schools. 

At present, he says, private 
schools where classes are out of 
control and bullying rampant 
ran get a clean bill of health 
from inspectors. Schools or- 
ganise their own inspections in- 
dependently of the Office for 
Standards in Education (Ofst- 
ed) which supervises stale 
school inspections. 

Mr Do use’s report, commis- 
sioned by CfBT Education Ser- 
vices, the largest private 
contractor for Ofcted inspec- 
tions, says that an independent 
school which would have been 
labelled “foiling” in the state sys- 
tem received no major criticism 
from inspectors. 

When he asked four experts 
to evaluate 20 inspection reports 
for clarity, consistency and use- 
fulness, two of three indepen- 
dent inspection reports 
included came bottom and the 
third came sixteenth. 

Mr Douse 's report says that, 
while vety many independent 
schools are very good, “there are 
many veiy dubious non-govern- 
ment schools concerning which 
the community requires better 
information and prospective 


parents deserve fair warning”. 
Private school inspection teams 
consist of a retired member of 
Her Majesty's Inspectorate and 
independent school teachers. 
Occasionally Ofeted also in- 
spects private schools. 

Mr Douse says the inspec- 
tions are too cosy: “Two senior 
public school teachers, inter- 
viewed separately, each con- 
fided to me that, in the 
inspections in which they had 
participated, they never came 
close to setting down anything 
seriously negative.” 

The ‘Tailing” school, which 
charges high fees to children of 
service families and successful 
businessmen, received a 
“vaguely favourable" report. 

But, says Mr Douse: "Very 
many of its pupils fail to gain en- 
try to the public schools even of 
their second or third choice; sev- 
eral teachers are incapable of 
keeping order, let alone or- 
ganising and encouraging learn- 
ing: bullying and other forms of 
unacceptable behaviour are 
rampant; and value for money 
a cheerless joke." 

Arthur Hearnden, secretary 
of the Independent Schools 
Joint Council, which supervises 
inspections, said: “There is no 
question of any cosiness about 
our reports because every in- 
spection team is headed by a 
former member of HM1 who is 
independent This HM1 leads 
the team, sets the criteria, makes 
the judgements and writes the 
report.” They worked closely 
with Ofsied and took advice 
from it, and met regularly with 
the Chief Inspector of Schools. 



In a class of their own: Kevin Pepper and teacher Irene Mackison at Graemsay school in the Orkney Islands 


Photograph: Ken Amer 


Islanders fight to save school with one pupil 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 

People living on the most 
remote island in the Orkneys 
said yesterday they .would fight 
plans to dose its school - even 
though it has just one pupil. 

Orkney Islands Council 
wants to axe Graemsay prima- 
ry as part of a cost-cutting pro- 
gramme. It costs £45,000 a 
year. But people on the island 
say the decision would destroy 
the local community. Council- 
lors meet today to decide 


whether to grant a reprieve. 
Nine-year-old Kevin Pepper 
has been attending the school, 
staffed tty one teacher, for four 
years. He wants to continue his 
studies there but councillors 
argue that a new five -day -a 
week ferry service, to be intro- 
duced later this year, means he 
can commute to another school 
at Stromness on the Orkney 
mainland. 

The boy’s family, who do 
not want him to use the ferry, 
oppose the plan. Michelle 
Mowat. 32, Kevin’s mother, 


said: T don’t want Kevin to have 
to go to and from school by boat 
every day, crossing the Sea pa 
Flow in what can often be hor- 
rendous conditions. It’s awful.” 

Kevin's sister, Helen, 12, who 
goes to a secondary school in 
Stromness, travels from Graem- 
say on Monday mornings and 
returns on Friday afternoons. 
“She finds it bard travelling just 
twice a week and often feels very 
seasick,” Mrs Mowat said. “So 
imagine what it would be like 
for a nine-year-old travelling by 
boat twice a day.” 


Kevin has been receiving 
lessons alone since September 
when two classmates started sec- 
ondary education in Strom- 
ness. “I do get lonely at times 
- especially at playtime be- 
cause it’s pretty boring playing 
football on your own.” he said. 

“It would be great if a fami- 
ly moved to the island. I'd love 
to have a friend to play with. 

I want to stay here. If the 
school shuts the island will be 
destroyed." 

Ann Sutherland, the island's 
councillor, said she was “des- - 


peratety worried" about the 
knock-on effect of closure. “It 
would kill the island,” she said. 
“What Graemsay needs is new 
blood. But there will be no hope 
of attracting new families if 
there is no school for their 
children to go to.” . 

Orkney Islands Council said 
last night that closure was nec- 
essary “given the severe finan- 
cial constraints we have to 
contend with". Graemsay is 
one of only two single-pupil pri- 
maries in Scotland. The other 
is at Loch Choire, in Sutherland. 


Companies stay off-line 


Companies are switchingoff the 
Internet because they see it as 
being of little benefit to busi- 
ness, according to a survey pub- 
lished today. 

The global computer net- 
work has been bailed by en- 
thusiasts as a communications 
revolution. But the survey of 
senior managers at major com- 
panies showed that only 35 per 
cent rated the Internet as an 
effective business tool. 

Many companies with Inter- 
net access do not use it, 
according to Martin Walter, 
chief executive of the Interna- 
tional Visual Comm unication 
Association, which commis- 
sioned the poll with the elec- 


tronics giant Sony. He claimed 
that “surfing the net" may even 
be responsible for decreasing 
productivity because of the 
time wasted trawling through 
the on-screen pages. 

“Jnst getting into the Inter- 
net can take as long as 45 min- 
utes. We have heard of one or 
two companies that have actu- 
ally banned employees from us- 
ing it in office hours," said Mr 
miter. 

“The IT [information tech- 
nology] industry continues to 
rave about the success of the 
Internet in revolutionising busi- 
ness and personal communica- 
tions. However, the reality is 
very different" 


The survey involved tele- 
phone interviews with 320 se- 
nior tine managers of the largest 
companies by turnover in fi- 
nance, manufacturing, phar- 
maceuticals and utilities. 

Managers were chosen in 
equal numbers from marketing, 
sales training and information 
technology departments. 

Most agreed that visual com- 
munications, such as video 
conferencing and personal 
computer slides, were impor- 
tant, with 80 per cent saying they 
wanted to improve this aspect 
of their operations. 

However, only 40 per cent 
had an overall strategy for pro- 
viding visual communications. 


Campaign targets 
‘dismal’ funerals 


Is someone 
poaching your 
nest egg 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

“A Dead Citizen’s Charter" 
aimed at transforming funerals 
from an often short, distressing 
and impersonal experience into 
an occasion that honours the 
dead and lets friends and rela- 
tives mourn properly, is to be 
launched today. 

It will be accompanied by 
calls to halt the privatisation of 
crematoria and prevent the de- 
velopment of big, dominant 
groups of funeral directors, 
which the National Funerals 
Cbliege, the author of the char- 
ter, says threatens to leave peo- 
ple with even less choice. “The 
average British funeral is a mis- 
erable and disappointing affair,” 
Malcolm Johnson, the college's 
chairman, said. 

“For those who are not well- 
known figures or members of 
churches -most of us -the con- 
temporary funeral lacks mean- 
ingful symbolism, dignity, 
adequate time and comfort for 
those who mourn.” 


Mourners are “herded into 
and through chapels on a pro- 
duction-line schedule". This 
“dismal experience" is likely to 
cost more than £1,000. 

Lack of information and 
choice and the domination of 
the funeral market by big firms 
means that families are forced 
into making decisions they of- 
ten regret, the college said, 
publishing its charter for con- 
sultation. Many are not able to 
resist “the pressures of aggres- 
sive entrepreneurs". 

Lord Young of Dartington, 
who founded the Consumers’ 
Association and created the 
National Funerals College, said 
the funeral industry had seen a 
transformation more radical 
than at any time in its history. 

The Co-op alone conducts 25 
per cent of funerals and the 
united Stales- based Service 
Corporation International 
(SCI ) has taken over a growing 
number of funeral directors 
who trade under their old name 
but give SCI 15 per cent of the 
market. 


“Local authorities, which 
own nine-tenths of crematoria, 
have a vested interest in rush- 
ing people through in the short 
time allowed, in order to keep 
to their budgets," Lord Young 
said. At the same time, the De- 
partment of Environment was 
encouraging the sale of crema- 
toria to private business, almost 
inevitably funeral directors. 

The charter seeks to establish 
24 rights for the deceased and 
advocates appointing a Funer- 
al Guardian to take charge of 
all arrangements. Prices should 
be dear and the ownership of 
funeral directors declared in ad- 
vertisements and on the premis- 
es. There should be choice over 
whether the body lies at home, 
at dmrch or in a funeral parlour. 

Clergy should receive more 
training to conduct funerals 
whether or not tbe deceased at- 
tended church. Different faiths 
should be respected, and the 
limited choice between burial 
and cremation restored by re- 
opening old cemeteries and 
churchyards for burial 



Lord Young of Dartington: 
‘Funerals rushed through' - 
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^^individuals' attainments in 
education and the labour tnar- 
ket^restiongly re bled to their 
parents’ performances a gen- 
eration previously. 

Ability as measured by a 
matt at the age of seven 
together with educational 
achievement. Proved impor- 
tant influences in whetherpeo- 
ple did significantly better or 
worse than their parents. But 
the study was unable to answer 
the question of whether such 
achievements were due* 0 
inheriting their parents abilities 

or were the result of their fam- 
ily background. 

None the Less, tbe son of a 
father in the top one-fifth of the 
income distribution was more 
than three times more likely to 
end up in the top fifth than in 
the bottom fifth. And there is 
a clear “intergenerational trans- 
mission of poverty” through 
unemployment Those raised in 
households where the father 
was unemployed are roughly 
twice as likely to end up with a 
substantial history of unem- 
ployment themselves. Equally, 
children of less well-off parents 
are significantly more likely to 
end up unemployed than those 
with better-paid fathers. 

Despite that, 5 per cent who 
made it to the top one-tenth of 
the income distribution came 
from families whether the father 
had been in the bottom tenth - 
and some of those who moved 
well up the income scale from 
tbe bottom did so with no for- 
mal educational qualifications. 
□Two Nations? The Inheritance 
of Poverty and Affluence- IFS.7 
Ridgmount Street, London 
| WC1; £6. 
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Hand Office: 
17 Barttokunew Street, 
Nnfiuy RG14 5LY 
Tateptnne: 01635 43575 

Revised Interest Rates 

The new rates of interest effective from 1 February 1996 on Vie Newbury 
investment accounts are set out below. 
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At die moment, you probably keep your savings in a Bank or Building Society 
account. It nukes seme. Especially if you need money for everyday expenses like bills 
or small purchases. 

However, if you want w build up a lump -.uni over a feu' vears you might well 
be losing out.Vou sec. the chances are that whenever you earn interest the taxman will 
cake 2W» or more. This can make a really large hole in voor savings. 

With Eagle Star, though, you don't have to pay him a penny. If You're able to puc 
aside a small amount each month juu can now save in the same way as some of the 
wealthiest people in Britain. 

I f you would like an information pack and would 
like to stop shelling out. please give us a call. 

EAGLE STAR 

■Telephone: 0500 600 560 

Call weekdays 8am - 8pm and Saturdays 9am - 2pm 

As rib; plan is a PEP. is value, including reinvested income, can flucruurr j nd is no! yuiranrivd. 
Eade Sur Direct u jn introducer only ro Eayli- Star Marketing Group, members ut which are 
regulated bv the Personal tnvesdiieni Authority and IMKO. tor introducing clients iw life 
assurance, pensions and unit trust business. Tax law a subject n> changes which cannot he foreseen. 
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C&G Mortgage 
Rate Change 

Notice to borrowers 


Under the terms of our Mortgage Price Promise, 

C&G mongage rates are being reduced from 1 February 1 996. 

February’s reduction is 0.15% per annum and applies to all 
C&G variable base rates except base rates 179, 180, 1 8 1, 182, 183 
and 184 which already benefit from lower rates. 

Details of this change have been sent to customers who require written 
notice under the terms of their mortgage. 

For loans in our Annual Instalment Review scheme, the change will be 
reflected in payments from March 1997. 

This rate change does not apply to mortgages with a fixed or capped 
interest rate. 

■ * 

Our Mortgage Price Promise means that we will review our rates again 
on 15 February 3996. 
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New - HEALTH TIPS 


for less than the price of a prescription 

A NEW BOOK REVEALS VITAL 

HEALTH TIPS based on the lan»«t 
nutna'onai and scientific findings 
and time-proven remedies. Here 
area few tips covered in this new 
Ci 
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* M 0 w 10 flatten your tummy with 
a 20 second daily exercise. 


How to slop snoring. 

7 suggestkxisroreficre heartburn. 
6 aids to eliminate constipation. 
10 tips to ease back pain; ■ 
l2tip5tohetp asthma sufferers. 



Hiatus Hernia - 7 ways to get 
. Jly exercise. relief. . 3 
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Minister to 
quit politics 
in search of 
new career 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Tim Eggar, ihc Energy M ink- 
ier. look Westminster hv sur- 
prise yesterday by announcing 
lhat at I he age of 44 he was 
standing down at the next elec- 
tion to pursue a career outside 
politics. 

Mr Eggar, who has built up 
an impressive reputation among 
industry insiders as a minister 
who fought to curb the great- 
est excesses or the privatised 
utilities, provoked immediate 
claims from Labour that his de- 
parture was a “vole of no con- 
fidence" in the Government. 

But Mr Eggar, whose Enfield 
North seal had a 9.000 major- 
ity in l he last genera! election 
and who is a Minister of State 
at the Department of Trade and 
Industry, said he wanted to 
seek fresh challenges and op- 
portunities in the private sector. 
He insisted he expected his 
seat to stay Conservative at the 
next election. 

Mr Eggar declared that his 
decision was purely a career 
move with no political implica- 
tions. “I have done 17 years as 
an MR 1 1 of which have been 
as a minister,” he said. “I am 44 
and I have therefore a reason- 
able chance of another full-time 
career ahead of me. I have not 
been offered a job. I have not 
been approached about a job. 

I haven't searched for a job.’ 

He has had one of the tough- 



Tim Eggar: ‘I have decided 
to take my own advice' 






est careers of any minister of 
state since attaining lhat level 
in 19S9. 

He was caught firmly in the 
middle of the fiasco over pit clo- 
sures. and was left coping vir- 
tually single-handedly with the 
political fall-out of the crisis af- 
ter his boss. Michael Heseliine, 
suffered a heart attack. Tory 
sources were quick to suggest 
last night that despite his com- 
petence he had been unlikely !u 
become a Cabinet minister. 

He fought hard - and in the 
end unsuccessfully - to prevent 
directors of the National Grid i 
last year from taking their share , 
of dividends payable on pri- 
vatisation instead of allowing 
them to be distributed to con- 
sumers in i he form of price cuts. 
He did. however, secure a re- 
bate Tor consumers. 

He had more success in per- 
suading Hanson and the US 
giam Southern Electric In- 
ternational to promise to with- 
draw their shareholdings in the 
National Grid after they look 
over two of the Regional Elec- 
tricity Companies. And he has 
been active in pressing the in- 
dustry to do more to expose it- 
self to competition from 1989. 

John Prescott, Labour's 
deputy leader, said yesterday 
that Mr Eggar’s move would 
take "the spring out of John Ma- 
jor's step”. He added: “He has 
also written off the chances of 
more than 100 MPs in even 
more marginal seats." 

Mr Eggar, a qualified bar- 
rister who worked as a banker 
before entering Parliament in 
1979. said: “I took the decision 
that it would be wrong for me' 
to search for a job without 
having announced that I was 
leaving." 

He told his local party: “As a 
member of the Treasury and 
Civil Service Select Committee, 

I have argued strongly and con- 
sistently for greater under- 
standing and interchange 
between Westminster, White- 
hall and the private sector. Af- 
ter a lot of thought 1 have 
decided to take my own advice." 



High stakes: A punter playing a fruit machine in a games arcade in central London 
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ID cards call for teenage gamblers 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tighterconirubi on arcade gam- 
bling machines were demand- 
ed yesterday by Gamblers 
Anonymous "as MPs studied 
Home Office rules to restrict 
access to new machines offer- 
ing up to £10 cash prizes. 

The police should issue iden- 
tity cards to 18-year-olds to en- 
able arcade managers to 
enforce the rules, said Paul 
Bellringer, of Gamblers Anony- 
mous and the UK Forum on 
Young People and Gambling. 

He was giving evidence to the 
Commons Select Committee 


an Deregulation, which is look- 
ing at Home Office rules to 
"fence off" tlie new machines 
within arcades when they are 
brought in later this year. 

Mr Bellringer told MPs that 
in one region, the North-west, 
which includes the resort of 
Blackpool, four in 10 regular 
members, half under 25, have 
machine gambling problems 
where 10 years ago there were 
none. “Almost all have devel- 
oped the problem between the 
ages of 12 and 14," he said. The 
evidence was that the enforce- 
ment of the existing voluntary 
code - barring undcr-16s - was 
“often quite lax". 


David Evans, Tory MP for 
Ufeluyn Hatfield, asked: “Don't 
you think there's another side 
to that coin. - amusement ar- 
cades help keep young people 
off the streets when they might 
be beating up old ladies?" 

But Terence Neville, of the 
Amusement Arcade Action 
Group, attacked arcades as 
“seedy places”. Asked by Mr 
Evans if the idea gambling ma- 
chines present a hazard was not 
just a “fantasy", Mr Neville cit- 
ed Home Office research which 
found that young people be- 
came addicted to gambling in 
later life; that there are corre- 
lations between child gambling, 


truancy and petty crime: and 
children are attracted to cash 
prize machines. 

John Sykes, Tory MP for Scar- 
borough." questioned whether 
the Home Office order would 
not “impose massive new reg- 
ulations" which would damage 
the amusement industry. 

He was not supported by 
John Bollom. President of the 
British Amusement Catering 
Trades Association (BACTA), 
which claims to represent 80 per 
cent of arcade operators. “We 
see this new machine as an op- 
portunity but accept that with 
cash prizes there have to be 
some restrictions." he said. 


Speaker upholds Sedgemore motion 


The Speaker. Betty Boothrayd, 
yesterday referred to the Com- 
mons Procedure Committee 
the use of an Early Day Motion 
directly referring to the daugh- 
ter of a former Cabinet minis- 
ter despite a High Court 
gagging order preventing her 
from being named, writes Don- 
ald Maciutyre. 

But the Speaker upheld the 
Labour MP Brian Sedgemore's 


controversial decision to publish 
the Commons motion on the 
grounds that he was not in 
□reach of any rule by doings so. 

In the motion Mr Sedge- 
more, MP for Hackney South 
and Shoreditch, calls for a 
change in the law to prevent 
“gross denial of human rights" 
in the case of the mother and 
daughter “who have been sub- 
jected to the imposition by the 


courts of a Mary Bell order, a 
blanket gag on all publicity re- 
lating to a child who has fought 
a magnificent battle against Die 
adversity of a brain tumour, fre- 
quent fits, eventual surgical re- 
moval of the tumour, and a 
lengthy recuperation; and be- 
lieves that the mother has every 
right now to fight for proper ed- 
ucational provision for her 
daughter, using publicity to 


pursue her cause". The motion 
has been signed by at least 
four other Labour MPs. 

Yesterday Ann Winter! on, 
Tory MP for Conglelon, asked 
the Speaker if parliamentary 
privilege had been breached. 
Miss Boothroyd said she was 
satisfied “that it does not breach 
any existing rule of this House", 
but had referred the matter to 
tiie Procedure Committee. 


' 1 
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Labour tests 
freedom to 
roam plans 


O ne of Labour’s more con- 
crete policy promises - the 
freedom to roam over open 
countryside - was given a test 
run in the Commons yesterday 
and immediately ran into the 
hostility of an MP fighting the 
landowners' comer. 

Tim Yeo. Conservative MP 
for Suffolk South and a former 
environment minis ter, said the 
access Bill was a “legislative 
dinosaur" and showed how lit- 
tle Labour understood the 
countryside. 

But Paddy Tipping, MP for 
Sherwood and a rambler, had 
solid support from his Labour 
colleagues and the Bill's intro- 
duction was approved by 144 
votes to 60. 

The tight parliamentary 
timetable means it will not 
reach the statute book, but lhat 
was never Mr Tipping’s inten- 
tion, nor that of the Ramblers' 
Association which drafted the 
measure. 

The association regards it as 
“a first step" - the basis for con- 
sultation with landowners and 
conservationists on how access 
can be balanced with the re- 
quirements of land manage- 
ment and shooting interests. 

“It is not a Utopian demand 
with everything the access lob- 
by would wish for in an ideal 
world," Mr Tipping said. “Tb 
characterise it as allowing un- 
restricted access reveals preju- 
dice and vested interest” 
Freedom to roam legislation 
has a long - if unsuccessful - 
pedigree going back to the Ac- 
cess to Mountains Bill in 1884 
by the liberal James Biyce. The 
object has changed little: to give 
the public a right to walk over 
mountains, moors and other un- 
cultivated land for fresh air 
and recreation. 

It ceased to look an unlike- 
ly prospect when John Smith, 
the late Labour leader and a 
keen hilhvalker, adopted it as 
party policy. Successive shadow 
environment spokesmen have 
reaffirmed the promise, though 
emphasising that obligations 
would also be placed on walk- 
ers. Those who failed to control 
their dogs, dropped Utter or lit 
fires would be treated as tres- 
passers. 

Mr Tipping commended the 
Bill as “the way to celebrate the 


□ext millennium”, giving the 
people a freedom to roam in 
England and Whies from the 
chalk Downs of Sussex to Lhe 
Cheviot Hills of Northumber- 
land. 

He was angered to find it op- 
posed after discussing it only last 
week with Lhe. Country 
Landowners' Association. Out- 
side the chamber he accused 
them of reneging on a promise 
of further consultation by brief- 
ing MPs on the their objections. 

Mr Yeo denounced the Bill 
as a flawed “monstrosity” which 

would bait for a generation lhe 
steady progress to more access. 
In the last five years, agreement 
bad been reached on managed 
access to more than 90,000 
hectares of land. 

He said the Bill would “crim- 
inalise" landowners who sought 
to protect their property or 
keep people away from haz- 
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ardous areas, while those who 
wanted to curtail the right to 
roam would have “go on bend- 
ed knee to some council 
lackey". The whole approach 
was based on “the old Labour 
attitude", Mr Yeo said, and he 
was surprised it had slipped the 
notice of Ibny Blair. 

M r Blair has had his mind 
closely focused on educa- 
tion and law and order as the 
Tories have hammered on with 
chaiges of “hypocrisy” against 
the Labour frontbench. MPs 
were expecting another bruis- 
ing encounter at Question Time 
yesterday but the heavy blows 
never materialised. 

Struggling with a cold, the 
Prime Minister said Labour 
“sometimes use tough words on 
crime, but when it comes to ac- 
tions they are very soft". But Mr 
Blair hit back with the painful 
reminder for the Conservatives 
that “under them crime has 
doubled”. 
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WITH ^INDEPENDENT 


T ake off with The Inde- 
pendents Fly Now Pay Lat- 
er offer and you could be 
taking a safari in Kenya, div- 
ing off the Great Barrier 
Reef in Austrafia or skiiing in 
the Swiss Alps. 

WB've teamed up with Co- 
op Travelcare, one of the top 
travel agency chains in the 
UK, so that readers of The In- 
dependent can get up to 
£2,500 Interest Free Credit 
on holidays and flights 
booked through our special 
service. So now you can take 
off when you feel the incli- 
nation - without paying every- 
thing up front For example, 
on a holiday costing £2,500, 
at a typical APR of 143% you 
would save £328. 

With over 300 holiday 
brochures and 49 airlines to 
choose from, there are hol- 
idays to suit everyone. Trav- 
el can be taken anytime 
between 1 February-31 De- 
cember 1996. 

How to Qualify for the 
Easy Payment Plan 

ESch day in The Independent 
and the Independent on 
Sunday, until Saturday 3rd 
February, we will print a dif- 
ferent numbered token. In 
order to quality for the Fly 



$ctionbrunn Palace. I 


Now Pay Later Easy Payment 
Plan, you need to collect 
eight differently numbered to- 
kens and keep them safe un- 
til you are realty to make your 
booking. Today we are print- 
ing Token 10. 

On Monday we gave you 
full details on how you can 
book your holiday with the 
Easy Rayment Plan. If you 


would like details of the 
Easy Payment Plan simply caB 
the Independent / Fly Now 
Ray Later helpline on this 
number: 

0161 827 1044 

Terms and conditions 
are as previously pub- 
lished. 


Never! 




! Token 10 i 





£25,000 of flights and holidays to be won || 

ixri’,., rmriri win a seven tecture, elegant buildings in- Question: try can be made by sending 


Today you could win a seven 
day hoiidav for two to Vienna, 
Austria. Renowned as one of 
the world's great music cen- 
tres, which influenced com- 
posers from Beethoven to 
Strauss, Vienna is alive with 
Classical concerts, street mu- 
sicians and contemporary jazz 
clubs. With beautifal archi- 


tecture, elegant buildings in- 
cluding the magnrficient 
Schonbrunn Palace, Vienna of- 
fers fascinating reminders of 
the past 

To enter our competition all 
you need to do is answer the 
■foWcwing question and can the 
Fly Now Ray Never competi- 
tion line on 0891 161 985. 


Question: 

What is the name 
of the river which 
tuns through Vienna? 

Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute at 
all other times. Lines dose at 
midnight tonight Postal en- 


try can be made by sending 
your answer, name, address 
and telephone number to: 
The Independent / Fly Now Pay 
Never Day 10, P0 Box 7298, 
London E14 9EG by no later 
than 2 February 1996. The 
winner will be picked at ran- 
dom after errtiy closes, from 
all correct entrants. 
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EMU crisis: France and Germany unveil plans to stimulate economies and win support for monetary u 

Paris and Bonn set course for ‘Euro 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

Germany and France yesterday 
countered growing scepticism 
about the European Union’s 
planned singl& currency by 
unveiling measures to stimulate 
their fla ggin g economies, create 
jobs and keep the project of 
monetary union on schedule. 

They announced their pro- 
posals for economic expansion 
as the European Commission 
President, Jacques Santer, 
worked on a speech to die 
European Parliament in which 
he is expected to call today for 
an EU-wide effort to promote 
jobs and investment, while reaf- 
firming the January 1999 dead- 
line for starting monetary 
union. 

France, Germany and the 
Commission are worried that 
European public opinion is 
increasingly associating high 
unemployment and a slowdown 
in economic growth with the 
efforts of EU governments to 
meet the Maastricht treaty’s 
conditions for launching the 
Euro, the recently named sin- 
gle cunency. French and Ger- 
man leaders hope that the 
measures set out yesterday will 
boost their economies suffi- 
ciently to enable both countries 
to meet the Maastricht targets 
and to convince voters of the 
Euro's merits. 

“We believe that this slow- 
down is temporaiy and that a 
rebound in growth must be ex- 
pected from the end of the first 
naif of this year," said France's 
Finance Minister, Jean Arthuis. 

Although the announce- 
ments were made simultane- 
ously in Bonn and Paris, 
diplomats and economists said 
the German government had 
been doubtful about French 
attempts to present the mea- 
sures as a grand, co-ordinated 
initiative to restore Europe's 
fortunes. The two programmes 
share the broad aim of breath- 
ing fresh life into wilting 
economies, but German officials 
noted that each country faced 
distinct challenges and was 
developing separate responses. 

The highlight of the French 
measured which were general- 
ly modest in scope, was an at- 
tempt to increase consumer 
spending by cutting the interest 
on the most popular tax-free 
savings account, the Livret A, 
from 4.5 to 3.5 per cent. Big 



High hopes: A building boom in the Friedrichstrasse, east Berlin, but politicians in former East Germany fear cutbacks before EU monetary union Photograph: Brian Harris 


French banks responded quick- 
ly by lowering base lending 
rates from 7.5 to 7 per cent as 
of tomorrow, a move that could 
generate extra economic 
activity. 

The more ambitious Ger- 
man measures, described by 
the Economics Minister. 
Gunter Rexrodt, as a ‘Vitamin 
dose" for the economy, involve 
a variety of business and wealth 
tax cuts. In addition, there is the 
DM4bn (£1.8bnJ reduction 
from July 1997, announced on 
Monday, in the “solidarity sur- 
charge" on income tax- an un- 
popular supplementary tax 
designed to raise money for 
modernising the former Com- 
munist east German economy. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 


centre-right coalition govern- 
ment was criticised ou three 
fronts yesterday for cutting the 
tax surcharge. East German 
politicians said the measure 
looked as if the rich west was 
abandoning the east, still much 
poorer despite an infusion from 
the west of hundreds of billions 
of marks since unification 
in 1990. 

Several big western Lander 
also opposed the tax surcharge 
cut, arguing that the federal gov- 
ernment was asking them to 
mate up DM3 bn of the lost rev- 
enues. Meanwhile, opposition 
Social Democrats accused Mr 
Kohl's Christian Democrats of 
introducing the measure in an 
effort to boost the chances of 
the struggling Free Democrats. 


the junior partner in the Bonn 
government in three Land elec- 
tions in March. 

The French and German 
governments stressed that their 
renewed drive for growth would 
not come at the expense of 
more public spending and big- 
ger budget deficits, hi public, at 
(east, German and French lead- 
ers remain fully committed to 
strict adherence to the terms for 
monetary union, which require 
participating countries to have 
a budget defint of no more than ' 
3 per cent of gross domestic 
product in 1997. 

This target is not proving easy 
for either Germany or France 
to meet. The German govern- 
ment’s annual economic re- 
port, officially released 


yesterday, predicted a 1996 
budget deficit of 3.5 per cent of 
GDP, after an unexpectedly 
high 3.6 per cent last year. 

Moreover, the government is 
forecasting average unemploy- 
ment this year of 10 per cent and 
economic growth otonfy 1.5 per 
cent, after 1.9 percent in 1995. 
Mr Kohl hopes that the new tax- 
cutting measures, coupled with 
falling German interest rates, 
will inject enough dynamism 
into the economy to enable 
Germany to qualify for the 
single currency in 1997. 

France’s efforts to cut its 
budget deficit from an esti- 
mated 52 per cent of GDP last 
year to 3 per cent in 1997 are 
being blown off course by a 
much sharper slowdown in eco- 


nomic activity than the centre- 
right government anticipated. 
Last autumn it predicted 1996 
growth of 2.8 per cent, but the 
estimates of independent econ- 
omists range from a poor 1.8 per 
cent to a sickly 1.25 per cent 

Worse still, unemployment 
figures for last November and 
December, due to be published 
shortly, are expected to show a 
rise from the 115 per cent 
recorded in October. 

All this will put pressure 
on France’s budget deficit by 
reducing the tax revenues that 
a government expects to 
receive when an economy is ex- 
panding and unemployment is 

falling. 

Economists believe that, to 
meet the Maastricht deficit tar- 


get, the government will have to 
redouble the austerity mea- 
sures which, late last year, pro- 
voked France’s worst social 
unrest since I96S. However, as 
yesterday’s announcement in 
Paris indicated, the govern- 
ment wants to focus its atten- 
tion as much on job creation 
and growth as on rigid fiscal 
discipline. 

The problem for France and 
Germany is that there is not 
much room for manoeuvre if 
the Maastricht conditions are 
treated as sacrosanct. Gold- 
man Sachs, the investment 
house, forecasts that both coun- 
tries will miss the deficit target 
in 1997 -with France at 3.4 per 
cent of GDP and Germany at 
33 per cent. 
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Tuzla 

AUSBra dley^^.roop 

earner two 

second Nato mu-iank 

mine, but this time the crew 

soldiers were 
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gpgii 

borne to Britain ai the end 
0f TheU?m)Opswcr d e ludden 

SSofffieblit'losmgatt^k 
and its right rear wheel, m 
Bradley was in the z ?“ eo *^" 
oration”, the four-kflonietre- 
wide area between Serb and 
Muslim-Croat forces 17 kilo- 
metres south of Turin, when lh 

blast occurred. 

The peace implementation 
force - 1-Fot - has received 
records of known minefields 
from the three former warimg 
sides but not all minefields were 
recorded, records were lost m the 

fiphring and some of the officers 
responsible have been killed. The 
British-led division based at 
Goroii Vakuf has received 
records of 1,975 mined areas 
from the three sides, and there 

must be a similar number in both 

the US and French sectors. 
“The fine of confrontation in the 
area is really one large mine- 
field," said Major Pari Karonen, 
a spokesman for the US-led 
northern area, around Tuzla. 

The British, however, face the 
biggest problem, as in addition 
to patrolling the zone of sepa- 
ration they are having to pre- 
pare the 400-square-mile Anvil 
for handing back to the Bosn- 
ian Serbs. AD Croat forces roust 
be out of the area by Monday. 
But clearing or marking all the 
mines in the area is an 
impossible task. 

■ Zagreb — Prince Charles will 
visit Bosnia beginning next 
Wednesday, AP reports. He 
plans to meet British troops 
serving with I-For in central 
Bosnia, and to visit the capital, 
Sarajevo. The prince wiD also 
visit Dubrovnik in southern 
Croatia two days later, a 
Croatian security official said. 
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Yeltsin juggling act: President’s men woo Zhirinovsky to rescue prospects of re-election 

Kremlin 
courts 


IN BRIEF 


far-right 

bogyman 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

After purging his administration 
of its top liberals, and his wild 
bombardment of a Chcchcn- 
held village in Dagestan. Boris 
Yeltsin is liying to persuade 
alienated supporters, at home 
and in the West, that he has not 
become a Dr Jekyll suffering 
from a particularly nasty dose 
of Mr Hyde. 

Faced with a chorus of criti- 
cism, the President has por- 
trayed his hardline conduct as 
□ matter of tactics, the resort of 
an unpopular leader facing an 
election that could oust him and 
return lhc Kremlin to the Com- 
munists. Reforms, he ins ha s, will 
continue. So the last person you 
would expect to find him and his 
associates buttering up is 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, maverick 
leader of the ultra- nationalist 
Liberal Democratic Party. 

Yet there is evidence that the 
increasingly isolated Yeltsin ad- 
ministration and the Kremlin- 
backed Our Home is Russia 
political party are discreetly 
courting Mr Zhirinovsky in the 
hope of boosting Lheir own 
chances of re-election. From the 
President's viewpoint, this 
makes sense on several fronts, 


although it involves a level of 
pragmatism that would bring a 
blush to the cheeks of the most 
hardened political hustler. 

If he decides he is healthy 
enough to run for a second term 
- and he has been campaigning 
since the New Year - Mr 
YelLsin’s main opponents will be 
the Communists. They emerged 
as by far the strongest force in 
December’s pariiamentaiy elec- 
tions. with 22 per cent of the 
poll, more than double that of 
Our Home is Russia. 

The President has been seek- 
ing to woo their voters away hy 
promising to improve the lot of 
their core constituents, the tens 
of millions of Russians for 
whom frcc-markcl reforms 
have only meant more impov- 
erish men L Recently he waved 
wads of money at them - vow- 
ing to increase pensions and 
government pay - prompting 
Western fears that lhc govern- 
ment is heading for a pre-elec- 
tion spending spree that will 
play havoc with the economy. 

But Mr Yeltsin's strategists 
know that no amount of hand- 
outs will beat the Communists 
outright. The Kremlin, there- 
fore, is believed to be discreet- 
ly turning to Mr Zhirinovsky’s 
party, which came second in 



Odd couple: Zhirinovsky (left) had a hit-list of six ministers he wanted out- Yeltsin has sacked five of them so far 


December, in (he hope that it 
will also draw votes away from 
them - enough to ensure that 
Mr Yeltsin gets into a run-off. 

ideally, they would like the 
run-off to be against Mr Zhiri- 
novsky. Although the ultra-na- 
tionalist's madcap antics - 
which include demanding the 
annexation of Alaska and 
promising cheaper vodka - at- 
tracted 7 milli on protest voles, 
few analysts believe Russians 
want him in the Kremlin. Mr 


Yeltsin’s victory, therefore, 
would be assured. 

It is more likely, however, that 
Mr Yeltsin would be pitted 
against a Communist, probably 
tne party's leader, Gennady 
Zyuganov. Should this occur, 
the Yeltsin camp is likely to 

E ress Mr Zhirinovsky to cut on 
is supporters to hack the Pres- 
ident in the second round. 

Evidence of connections be- 
tween the Kremlin and the ul- 
tra-nationalists is - like much in 


PM Mis to calm American fears 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Despite reassuring words from 
both sides, the visit here by the 
Russian Prime Minister, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, has left the 
Clinton administration more 
confused than ever over its pol- 
icy towards Moscow, above all, 
over its attitude to President 
Boris Yeltsin. Mr Yeltsin's 
health and reformist credentials 
are equally under question, five 
months before Russia's presi- 
dential elections in June. 

After co-chairing this week’s 
regular session of the US- Russ- 
ian co-operation commission 
with Vice-President A1 Gore, 
Mr Chernomyrdin yesterday 
met President Bill Clinton, 
promising Moscow would con- 
tinue on the path of “reform", 
but warning that “certain cor- 
rections " were necessary. 

It is these “corrections”, how- 


ever, which concern the ad- 
ministration as it debates 
whether it should still support 
Mr Yeltsin. Some advisers take 
that view, arguing that the sack- 
ings of economic reformers 
from the government, and even 
the brutal Chechen camp aign, 
were dictated by Mr Yeltsin's 
need to shore up his position 
among conservatives before an 
expected announcement that he 
will stand for re-election. 

Other administration offi- 
cials insist Mr Yeltsin is simply 
too erratic, too discredited and 
unwell, and that Washington 
ought to throw in its lot with 
genuine reformers such as Grig- 
ory Yavlinksy, candidate of the 
literal Yabloko party in the June 
vote. 

The uncertainty has spread to 
the International Monetary 
Fund, where problems have 
unexpectedly arisen with a new 
$9bn (£6bn) credit line that 


Moscow has been negotiating to 
consolidate its move to a mar- 
ket economy. 

Yesterday Mr Chernomyrdin 
held separate talks with the IMF 
managing director, Michel 
Camdessus, to iron out the dif- 
ficulties. According to the 
Russians these surround the 
conditions attached to the cred- 
it In fact they have been caused 
by the lurch away from reform, 
including delays in privatisation 
programmes on which the IMF 
has insisted. 

Washington now faces the 
dilemma it confronted six years 
ago, as former president 
Mikhail Gorbachev lost his grip 
on the dying Soviet Union: 
whether to stick with a familiar 
leader (as by common consent 
it did for too long in the case of 
Mr Gorbachev), or seek an al- 
ternative. 

This time, all that US officials 
agree on is that the most prob- 


able alternatives, the Commu- 
nists under Gennady Zyuganov, 
or the ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, would be worse. 
To complicate matters, they 
know well that in the current di- 
mate in Russia, overt backing 
for Mr Yeltsin or any other ’‘re- 
formist” would be more of a 
hindrance than a help. 

Hence there is extreme cau- 
tion on both sides. “The mar- 
ket reforms will continue," Mr 
Chernomyrdin assured Mr 
Gore, before adding that the 
Yeltsin government would be 
making “some corrections in the 
soda! sphere". 

The response from the State 
Department was equally 
laconic. The Russian Prime 
Minister’s warning was “not 
ominous in any way", a 
spokesman said, before refus- 
ing to comment on the latest 
economic policy decisions tak- 
en in Moscow. 


Russian politics - based on a 
scattering of details. 

Earlier this month the par- 
liamentary leader of Our Horae 
is Russia was caught by a Russ- 
ian television camera crew with 

a leadin g Zhiri novsky aide in the 
VIP lounge at Moscow's inter- 
national airport. 

Both were off to Switzerland, 
apparently for inter-party talks. 
Last week, the Moscow Times 
pointed out that Mr Zhiri- 
novsky bad a list of six Yeltsin 
ministers whom he wanted 
sacked. Five have since been 
kicked out. Meanwhile, Mr 
Zhirinovsky’s bloc in the Stale 
Duma, the lower house, has 
been quietly supportive of Mr 
Yeltsin for several years. 

Few analysts appear to dis- 
pute that some sort deal-mak- 
ing is under way. “It makes 
sense," said Dmitri Trenin. a po- 
litical analyst with the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace. “It works to bolster the 
President’s chances." 

It also offers useful benefits 
for Mr Zhirinovsky, who knows 


he has little chance of victory, 
and has long been open to be- 
hind-the-scenes bartering. 

The support of Lhe Kremlin 
delivers many advantages, not 
least of which is better access to 
stale-nm television - limelight 
which the theatrical Mr Zhiri- 
novsky adores. 

“He ultimately wants to be 
given some government posi- 
tions,” said Mr Irenra. “He 
wants to use the party in pow- 
er to give him access to (he real 
decision-making process be- 
cause that represents money. 
Zhirinovsky is funded by vari- 
ous interests who think he is a 
person with power who can do 
them a lot of good.” 

Whether such manoeuvring 
wtll work rem ains to be seen, 
but Mr Yeltsin certainly has a 
huge task on his hands. The lat- 
est opinion poll by the All-Russ- 
ian Centre for Public Opinion 
Research put Mr Zyuganov 
first, with II 3 per cent Mr 
Yeltsin’s measly 5.4 per cent 
only won him fifth place. 
IRtmonxMc'Vikdnandthedemocnds 


US university bans positive-bias policy 

Los Angeles - The president of the University of California, mov- 
ing to head off conflict in the nine-campus organisation, agreed 
to ban all programmes designed to boost admisrionsof minori- 
ty students, writes 11m CuiuwetL From the spring of 1998, Richard 
Atkinson announced. UC will no longer use sex or race as a cri- 
teria for undergraduate admissions. He had fought a rearguard 
action to delay the new policy in an escalating confrontation with 
his governing board. 

Ex-president to investigate blood row 

Jerusalem - Israel named a former president, Yitzhak Navon, 
to head an inquiry into treatment of an Ethiopian Jewish com- 
munity angry and humiliated at the discarding of their blood do- 
nations. Mr Navon, a Sephardic Jew, was Israel’s first president 
of non-European descent and held office from 1978 and 1983. 
The blood controversy continued to haunt Israeli officials after 
a heart surgeon said on a television chat show that he would avoid 
operating on Ethiopians for fear of catching Aids. Reuser 

Kohl’s eastern protege goes on trial 

Berlin - Wolfgang Schnur, Chancellor Helmut Kohl's first po- 
litical protdg£ in East Germany, went on trial on charges of be- 
traying legal clients to the Stasi security police before the Berlin 
Wall fell in 1989. Mr Schnur, who denies informing on two dis- 
sidents who were then forced to emigrate, was the lead candi- 
date in a conservative “Alliance for Germany" Mr Kohl brought 
together for Fast Germany's first democratic election in March 
1990. But his career as a Stasi informer was disclosed days be- 
fore the vole and he withdrew in disgrace. Reuter 

Angola peace hopes rise 

p jinn H a _ More than 1,000 Unita fighters were waiting to hand 
in their arms at UN-supervised assembly camps in two Angola 
provinces, sparking hopes the country's faltering peace was at last 
back on track.The Unita leader, Jonas Savimbi, has promised Lo 
disarm 16,500 of his fighters by 8 February, when the UN Secu- 
rity Council reviews its mandate to Angola. Reuter 

British envoy’s residence under fire 

Dhaka - Gunmen fired six shots at the residence of the Deputy 
British High Commissioner in Dhaka, Miss M R McIntosh. Dipk^ 
matic sources said one police guard at the residence at Gul sh a n 
diplomatic enclave was wounded. British and US envoys have been 
criticised by opposition parties for what they allege is support 
for the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party. Reuter 

Priest faces jail over missionary work 

New Delhi - A court has ordered a Belgian priest and an Indi- 
an nun jailed for six months for converting 94 tribal people to 
Christianity in a central Indian state. Judge C L Patel said be pun- 
ished Lousi Birje, 82, and Sister Vriddhi Ekka, 50, for not keep- 
ing local authorities informed about their work in the remote 
Sargunja district of Madhya Pradesh stale. The two are on bail 
and plan to appeal against their conviction. AP 

Diet of trouble 

Bangalore - Nearly 100 farmers broke through a police cordon 
and smashed up a Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet, demanding 
that the fast-food chain leave India. India's first Kentucky Fried 
Chicken outlet ran into trouble soon after it opened last June, 
when a nationalist farmers' organisation protested that its food 
was un-Indian and unhealthy. AP 

Old Australians for the Old Country 

Sydney - Many mainly elderly protesters took to the streets in 
support of the monarchy. Police said 15,000 people, many of them 
flag-waving grandparents, turned out for a rally which coincid- 
ed with the departure from office of the Queen’s representative 
in New South Wiles, Peter Sinclair, a retired admiral. AP 

Gays to have marriage-type ceremony 

San Francisco - Gay and lesbian couples here will be able to seal 
their relationship with a symbolic marriage-like ceremony. The 
governing Board of Supervisors voted 10-0 for an ordinance au- 
thorising the county clerk or a deputised representative to per- 
form a civil ceremony with “marriage -like vows" for couples who 
register with the city as domestic partners. Reuter 









SEND YOUR LOVED ONE 
A VALENTINES MESSAGE 

Why not place a Valentines Message in The Independent 
on 14th February and surprise your loved one on this 
special day? 

On Valentines Day your loved one will receive a box of 
hand made chocolates from (^arfieMv3cfcVJ%3%r of Old Bond 
Street, London, Britain’s master chocolatiers since 1875. 

Inside the box will be a reminder for them to look in 
The Independent for their message. 

Simply compose your romantic message and SEND it to The Independent Valentine, Classified Dept., 
One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL, or you can PHONE your message through or 
alternatively FAX it to us. 

You can choose one of the following formats: 

¥ Eight wards plug the gift costs £19.50, extra words cost £1.00 each. 

•t For an extra £10.00 you can take a line of space above and below your message. OR 
y For £60.00 you can have a 3cm x 1 column full display advertisement. Extra centimetres cost £16.00 each. 
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Samper defies 
clamour for his 
‘dignified exit’ 


PHIL DAVISON 

Latin America Correspondent 

Colombia's Congress went into 
emergency session yesterday 
to tackle a growing crisis over 
allegations that President 
Ernesto Samper took millions 
of dollars of the Cali cocaine 
cartel’s money to finance his 
1994 election campaign. 

Amid increasing calls for Mr 
Samper's resignation, and even 
his arrest, members of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representa- 
tives interrupted their holidays 
in an attempt to find “a digni- 
fied exit’' for the President Mr 
Samper denies knowledge of 
drug money and refuses to 
resign. 

"We have to give Samper a 
way out,” said Senator Eduar- 
do Pizano of the opposition 
Conservative Party. Hjs remark 

appeared to reflect the views of 
most of the country’s political 
establishment, which is not so 
much shocked by the allegations 
against the President as con- 
cerned over a power vacuum in 
a country where drug lords 
wield widespread influence and 
Marxist guerrillas control large . 
areas. 

Some Colombian political 
commentators fear Mr Samper 
will retreat into a new populism, 
appealing to the masses and 
blaming the United States for 
his demise. It is an open secret 
in Bogota that the administra- 
tion of President B2) Clinton 
has been trying to undermine 
Mr Samper for the past year, 
convinced he bad ties with the 
Cali cartel. 

Maty Colombians fear such 
a move by the President could 
return the country to the polit- 
ical polarisation of the 1950s, a 
period known as La Vlokncia 
(The Violence) in which at 


least 2QQJ0Q0 people were killed 
in feuding between Conserva- 
tive and Liberal Party support- 
ers. Mr Samper is a Liberal 

Even Mr Samper’s own par- 
ty has failed to rally behind him. 

Its eight national leaders issued 
a statement on Monday saying 
he should be investigated bat be 
presumed innocent in the 
meantime. 

The latest attack cm Mr Sam- 
per’s credibility came yesterday 
when a newspaper published a 
letter, apparently signed by co- 
caine barons, saying they had 


the Colombian constitution. 



Ernesto Samper: denies 
being backed by drug lords 

given Mr Samper cardboard 
boxes full of cash during his 
election campaign. The letter 
was signed “The Extraditables, ” 
a name formerly used by the 
Medellin cocaine cartel in its 
communications with the 
authorities. 

The drug lords coined the 
term at a time when Washing- 
ton was pushing for their 
extradition to face drug- 
smuggling charges in the Unit- 
ed States. The drugs cartels’ in- 
fluence, and. no doubt, money, 
won the day and extradition was 
banned under a change in 


doubt that die Cali cartel would 
use the same term used by its 
former Medellin rivals. The 
Medellin cartel has faded since 
police killed its leader, Pablo 
Escobar, in 1993. But editors of 
the daily El Tiempo 

been written by the jailed Cali 
bosses, the brothers Miguel 
and Gflberto Rodriguez 
Orejuela. 

“We declare that we turned 
over to Mr Ernesto Samper 
cardboard boxes of money to fi- 
nance his cam paign, ” it said. 

The latest crisis began last 
summer when Mr Samper’s 
former campaign treasurer, 
Santiago Medina, said mini ons 
of dollars bad been handed 
over in gift-wrapped cartons to 
the campaign, when Medina 
was jailed - since reduced to 
bouse arrest - it was a question 
of his word against the Presi- 
dent’s and Mr Samper stood 
firm. 

Earlier this month, however, 
the President’s former cam- 
paign director and Defence 
Minister, . Fernando Botero, 
echoed Medina’s charges and 
went further, saying Mr Samper 
knowingly received cocaine 
money and later launched a 
cover-up. Mr Botero, son of the 
renowned sculptor of the same 
name, was speaking from jail, 
where he is being held during 
investigation of the campaign’s 
funding. 

Mr Botero admitted wrong- 
doing but said he learned of 
drug money only during the fi- 
nal 10 days of the campaign and 
then kept quiet to prevent a con- 
stitutional crisis. He is assumed 
to have cut a deal with prose- 
cutors before breaking bis si- 
lence earlier this month. 




1 ••• ' ■ ■ •J'.Mawg- . -• : ■ ^ - ■ -■ 

Past imperfect: A part-built museum mars the view of the 4,600-year-oW Djoser step pyramid, south of Cairo. The 
Egyptian government yesterday gave orders for the building site to be cleared to prevent damage to nearby ruins 


Alaska 

poll hits 

Dole’s 

morale 

RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 
Bob Dole. 

Republican his at- 

feredawLh"* „ is par[ys 

vote in Alaska de^»w 

hr unanimous backing s 

SaWs party 

gates. 000 votes were 

i^a holds die caanjs® that 

per cent, foUowedby 
Steve Forties, the publishing 
magnate who is fast emerging 
as Mr Dole’s P^ible nemeas. 
with 31 per cent. Mr Dole* 
who did not personally cam- 
paign, scored only 17 per cent. 
P With Iowa and the crucial 
New Hampshire primary fast 
approaching, the aura of in- 
evrtability around the Se° ale 
Majority Leader’s candidacy 
has vanished One factor was his 
dismal response to President 
Bill Ointon’s State of the Union 
address last week; a second 
was relentless advertising by Mr 
Forbes. Most important a the 
impression that at 72, he is the 
wrong man at the wrong tune. 

In New Hampshire the 
omens are worrying. One survey 
showed his lead over Mr Forbes 
slipping from 17 to II percent. 
On Monday one poll put Mr 
Forbes ahead, by 29 to 24 per 
cent. Mr Dole has accused the 
liberal media of favouring Mr 
Forbes, whose fortune is put at 
$450m (£300m). Or maybe, Mr 
Dole said “He owns stock in all 
those networks". 


War scribes’ old haunt rises from rubble of a nightmare past 


Just when you thought it was 
safe to go back to Beirut ... the 
Commodore has returned 

Even hardened scribes might 
cringe at the memory: the filthy 
rooms, the sweat-smeared bar 
counter, dingy corridors, the 
lavatories that wouldn’t flush, 
and bills of epic proportions. 

How did so many male jour- 
nalists work in the wretched 
place, let alone smoke so much 
dope, drink so much booze 
ana seduce - or attempt to se- 
duce - so many women? While 
the Sarajevo Holiday Inn is the 
latest in a mythic line of war re- 
porters’ retreats, 1 always 
thought it would be difficult to 
shake off the nightmare of the 
old Commodore. 


Not so, it seems. For the new 
Commodore is a quite different 
beast, one that has almost self- 
consciously altered its shape to 
forget the past: automatic 
doors, card keys to enter the 
bedrooms, a computerised 
switchboard and digitally- 
cootroUed lifts. The Lebanese 
Boubes family, which has some 
Syrian roots and has bought a 
25-year contract from the 
Kuwaiti owners to run the Com- 
modore, has turned the old 
hulk into the starship Enterprise, 
all marble Doom and columns. 
The seamy “Casbah” night- 
club, where gunmen and 
whores once pawed each other 
beside the gambling tables, has 
been turned into an under- 


ground conference chamber 
with translators’ booths. The 
darkness of die old Chinese 
cafo, where journalists once 
told their long - and usually 
fictitious - war stories, is now 
a Japanese restaurant, com- 
plete with wooden warriors, a 
flowing over crossed by a wood- 
en bridge and fodr goldfish. 

The Boubes family won’t 
name a figure but it cost around 
$20zn (Xl3m) to get rid of the 
nightmare past. And - thanks 
be to thegoas that watched over 
us in the days when Israeli 
shells crashed around (and, on 
one occasion, into) the old 
Commodore - there is no par- 
rot Ah, the parrot Sukide 
should be contemplated if that 


wretched story should be retold 
- as it assuredly will when the 
scribes return for just one more 
drink. 

The parrot they will write, 
could whistle like an incoming 
shell and mimic Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony. The parrot 
went missing, they will tel) read- 
ers, when the old Commodore 
was wrecked by Dnize and Shia 
gunmen in 1986. And they will 
recount hew they vainly raised 
reward money for the bird's re- 
turn. And when the staff who 
had befriended the journalists 
were summarily dismissed. 


[ ) A Y 


those same reporters ignored 
their suffering, preferring in- 
stead to lavish their putative 
generosity on the parrot Hus 
moral discrepancy will be 
missing, of course, from their 
forthcoming stories. 

But come back they un- 
doubtedly will, to stay in the 
$130 rooms or, more likely, 
the $240 suites, to swagger into 
the only symbol of tbe past - a 
brand-new ,f News Bar", its aw- 
ful wall-to-wall carpeting illus- 
trated with the front pages of 
the newspapers that once 
poured so many dollars into the 


hotel's dreadful predecessor. 
Not one of the old hotel staff 
works at the Commodore now; 
for the official opening in a few 
days’ time, a Sudanese doorman 
in gold-fringed blue uniform wifl 
greet bow-tied guests. 

Of course, images linger. 
Here stood tbe front door 
where the AP’s Gerry JLabeDe 
was nicked by a ricocheting 
bullet when he slipped out of the 
bar to check the office news 
wire. Here was the spot where 
Terry Andereon sat at New 
Year’s Eve dinner less than 
three months before kidnappers 
took him away for a seven-year 
stretch in a basement Here 
stood the reception desk where 
an NBC television producer 


was presented with a phone bill 
to the United States slightly 
larger than the cast of a first- 
class return air ticket to New 
Yoifc Here was the beebooro ... 
But no, some memories are best 
left in the hundreds of tons of 
rubble that Samir Boubes, the 
half-British son erf the hotel’s 
proprietor, has hauled out of tile 
old Commodore. 

He acknowledges he is 
pleased that the new Com- 
modore does not resemble the 
old. ‘‘The internal walls of our 
Lebanese restaurant are made 
of Aleppo stone, the furniture, 
heating system, kitchens and 
laundry are American; we’ve to- 
tally rebuilt the place,” he said. 
“■We’re a centre-of-town hotel 


and we're looking for busi- 
nessmen to stay here. We may 
get a few journalists but I don't 
think we’ll get that many -Tm 
not that pessimistic/' 

And at least there’ll be no 
parrot, I add. But a strange ex- 
pression crosses Samir Boubes's 
face, a mixture of discretion and 
palpable concern. “Well, not 
quite,” he said- “We had so 
many people talking to us about 
the bloody parrot that ...” And 
here there was a moment of 
silence as the young man re- 
flected upon the impact of bis 
words. “Well, we're going to get 
a parrot-” 

Reader, I fled. 

Robert Fisk 
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Own one of the first Boxsters in the country 


T he Porsche Boxster or Project 9S6 has been perhaps the most eagerly awaited new car 
of recent years. Not yet in full production and not due for launch until September, we 
have managed to secure one of the very first Boxsters direct from Germany. 

A genuine two sea ter sports car, the Boxster’s retro body styling and fine detail combine 
for a visually stunning car. Add to this the legendary Porsche engineering and it is little won- 
der that this is one of the most talked about cars of the year. 

The Porsche Boxster will be powered by a new six cylinder, two and a half litre 24 
valve engine developing 210 bhp, driven through a new six speed gearbox. This 
engine is a major departure from Porsche’s traditional air cooled power 


The production Boxster may differ slightly from the prototype shown here but it is sure to 
be a real bead-turner. 

To enter our prize draw you must collect five differently numbered tokens from the 
eight we will printing in The Independent and the Indepen - 
m dent on Sunday. Tbday we are printing Token 

Rnir. Token Five will appear in The fndepen- 
*** dent tomorrow, and an entry form wifi be 

jmHP published on Saturday. 


The Boxster combines stunning looks with stunning 
performance, capable of 140 mph and 0-60 in around 
six seconds. But this is no hairy beast; 
it’s a driver's car. The mid-engined 
configuration and double-wish- : 
bone suspension all round _. 






ensures a smooth ride. 








■%'M 





r:r. .' ...... ^ 









1. To enter our Porsche Boxster prim draw you need to 
ooffect five differently numbered tokens from the eight we 
will be printing (one erf which was a starter token which 
can be used as any number?. 

2. The dosing date for entries Is 23 Februajy 1996. Send 
to: The Independent/Porsche Boxster Prize Draw, TO- Box. . 
250. Welwyn Garden Ot* Hertfordshire AL7 ITU alor^with 1 
a completed entry form which will be printed on Saturday • 
3 February. 

3. For previously published tokens or an entry farm send, 

a SAE to: The Independert/Prxsche Boxsfer, Token 'Request 
or Entry Form, TO Box S3, Weleyn Garden CHjt Hilt 
forashire AL7 ITT Only 2 totems are available per appfi- 
catwn. If you require both tokens and a form, pteasesend , 
separate SAITs. Requests must be received by first post 
02 February 1996. :t_v 

4. Employees and agents of Newspaper Publishing Be or 
toose of any other national newspaper company oKery 
firm connected with the promotion are not efigjbietb'take ' 
part, neither are their relatives nor members oftrieff fem- 
Hies or households. Entrants must be aged lS dr over. 

5. The winner must co-operate tor pubficity puippSes tf 


be published in trie paper. . . 

6. Photocopies at tokens and entry fbims are riot 

E x acceptable. ; . 

V ?• 1116 Promoter reserves toa nght ln their . 
A absolute discretion to'tfwjoafifraiy enby or 
competitor, nominee, dr to «tt to, or waive 

S 8. No (XHresponctohae will be entered Into, 
ypggfft Proof of postage win not -be accepted as Z 
proof of receipt. . 7f» promoter wilt ndt '• 
■■■• " take resporasftfli^ tor entries tost or 

• : ,=*’ damaged in the post The Editor's deer- ' 

Sion Is final. •„ .. 

9. The dompehtton .b open to residents i 
ofthelMawl the iri^Republkx'Ihe prize l 
wW be as stated, with no cash atemattre. ^ 
Trie Editor's decision is final. 

A. The Ptirache Boxster should be auaifabfe 
in November 1996, but is dependent un 
production dates. 


Promote*; Newspaper PubfaWng 
Pic, One Canada Square, 
-London El4 SDL 
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Vietnamese refugees: Twenty years after the harrowing exodus, UN makes deal to end the saga 

Pressure 


mounts on 


boat people 
to go home 


STEVE CRAWSHAW 

"Boat people, n.pl: refugees, csp. 
from Vic main, who sei off in 
boats to find a country that will 
admit them." 

it is rare for a regional hu- 
manitarian crisis to have such 
an impact that it gives rise to a 
new entry in the dictionaries. 

But the boat people were dif- 
ferent from the start. Their ag- 
onising drama shook the world. 
Now’. 2U years on, the era is 
coming to’ an end. Willingly or 
not. the remaining 40,1)00 boat 
people arc about "to go home. 

The tale of (he boat people 
began with tragedy, mixed with 
lashings of Western guilL After 
the Communist victory m South 
Vietnam, hundreds of thou- 
sands piled into boats in search 
of a new life. On the open seas 
they wen: prey to pirates and 
sharks; tens of thousands are 
reckoned to have died. 

Their immediate destinations 
were less than welcoming. Ma- 
hathir Mohamad, Malaysia's 
Prime Minister, who was then 
home minister, said it would be 
necessary to shoot on sight. 
Bizarre ly, in response to inter- 
national outrage,- this was 
claimed to be a mishearing; ac- 
cording to the sanitised version, 
he was alleged to have said 
“shoo on sight”. “Push-back" 
became a standard policy. 

Western countries, especial- 
ly the United States, where 
many were ashamed of waging 
the war, losing the war. or both, 
were embarrassed at seeing 
Vietnamese brutally driven 
back. But they gagged at the 
thought of allowing ever-in- 
creasing numbers to arrive. 

Instead, it was agreed that the 
boat people would stay tem- 
porarily in the “countries of first 
asylum”, until their applica- 
tions had been processed, or 
until they could be persuaded 
to return home. 

At the end of the 1980s, 
partly because of less stringent 
controls inside Vietnam, the 
trickle turned once more into a 
flood. In 1989 a comprehensive 
plan of action (CPA) was cre- 
ated, which sought to bring the 
problem under control. 

Attempts to repatriate the 
boat people were fiercely re- 
sisted. In Hong Kong, which has 
20,000 Vietnamese, by far the 
biggest share of the refugees, 
there have been riots. 

In the West there was much 


queasiness over harrowing pic- 
tures of Vietnamese families be- 
hind barbed wire. But the 
United Nations agency for 
refugees, the UNHCR, remains 
unwilling to be critical. “The 
UNHCR is opposed to the use 
of force ... But these are ille- 
gal immigrants who are being 
deponed.” emphasises Ruth 
Marshall. UNHCR spokes- 
woman in Geneva. The UN- 
HCR regards them ns 
“economic migrants" and is 
confident there will be no per- 
secution of those who return. 

For years, the Americans 
were reluctant to be involved in 
forced repatriation, to the irri- 
tation nl - countries such as 
Britain, which believed the 
problem could long ago have 
been solved if not for American 
concerns. In theory there is 
still a deadlock, as the Repub- 
lican-led Congress stQJ wants to 
second-guess UNHCR’s screen- 
ing of would-be refugees. 

In practice the returnees 
seem to have few choices left. 
A meeting hosted by UNHCR 
in Bangkok this month agreed 
the camps will be closed down 
by the end of June; Hong Kong, 
with ils more than 20.000 boat 
people, gels 12 months’ extra 
grace. (China, with an eye on 
next year's handover, has talked 
of Britain's “unshirkable re- 
sponsibility" for solving the 
problem.) A meeting in early 
March is due to finalise the deal 
that was agreed in Bangkok. 

The deal became possible 
partly because of a new sense 
of determination at the UN- 
HCR, which was worried about 
its involvement in what it sees 
as an expensive anomaly. 

Equally importantly, Viet- 
nam has, in the words of one 
Hong Kong official, “stopped 
playing hardball". With its 
rapidly developing economy, 
Vietnam wants good relations 
with its neighbours. It joined 
Asean, the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations, last 
year. Even now it is undear how 
it will absorb 40,000 returnees. 
None the less, it is keen to earn 
brownie points. The pill is sug- 
ared by what the UNHCR de- 
scribes as a “financially 
favourable" package: an aver- 
age annual income (around 
£230) for each man, woman and 
child who returns. 

Officially everybody is play- 
ing down the suggestion of 
forced repatriation. But the 



Aegean islets 
row bemuses 
big powers 


HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

Grey frigates, sleek coast-guard 
cutters and roaring warplanes 
yesterday circled a small rocky 
outcrop in the Aegean Sea that 
an increasingly strident Greece 
and Turkey were still each 
claiming as its own. 

More telling, perhaps, were 
the boatloads of journalists and 
helicopters with camera crews, 
since this latest Greek-TUr Irish 
crisis appears to be as much a 
product of media hysteria as any 
insecure nationalist posturing by 

the new government in Greece 
or the caretaker administra- 
tion in Turkey. 

After a freelance “war of 
the flags” last weekend be- 
tween the two countries as- 
serting their sovereignty to the 
islets known as Imia in Greek 
and Kardak in Turkish, a new 
dimension was added on Mon- 
day when Greece landed uni- 
formed men with rifles. 

“They must pull down their 
flags, withdraw their soldiers 
and wc must sit down and talk 
about the future of these is- 
lands," the Turkish Foreign 
Minister, Deniz Baykal, said. 

In Athens, the Defence Min- 
ister, Gerassimos Arsenis, said: 
“We do not want an escalation 
of the crisis. If the other side is 
sincere and also wants de- 
escalation, it should remove ils 
[military] presence from the 
area, from our waters, from our 
airspace." 

Mr Baykal said there were 
about 1,000 rocks in the sea 
whose ownership had been left 
“undear" after the Dodecanese 
archipelago in the south-east 
Aegean was ceded to Greece 
from Italy in 1947. Talks on 
these “outcrops” were started 


and abandoned in 1953. be 
said. 

Although 7bridsh leaders 
such as the caretaker Prime 
Minister. Thnsu Ciller, have 
started insisting that the out- 
crops are Turkish territory, they 
seem to be aiming for a mutu- 
al agreement that neither 
should actually own them. 

The outcrops, about half- 
way between the nearest Greek 
island and Turkey's Bod rum 
peninsula, are uninhabited ex- 
cept for occasional visits by 
picnickers on summer boaL 
cruises. Rar decades, if not cen- 
turies, they have been peaceful))’ 
used by both rides. The Greeks 
say they have bad unrestricted 
access for the long-haired black 
goats that can be seen fleeing 
the downwash from helicopter 
rotors. Boats from the Turkish 
mainland fish the seas all 
around. 

“There was never any objec- 
tion, nor any problem with 
ships using the islands as a 
transit route.” Mr Baykal told 
Turkey's ATV television. He 
said the United States was 
putting pressure on its two 
Nato allies to stop their row. 
Russia, which has historically 
close ties with Greece, “could 
not but be worried about the sit- 
uation”, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said in Moscow. 

The truth is that as many peo- 
ple find satisfaction and profit 
m Turkish- Greek rows as are 
hurt by them. As a former 
KGB departmental chief told a 
Turkish newspaper last month 
of the former Soviet goals: 
“Our policy was to create dis- 
cord, as much as possible, be- 
tween TUrkey and Greece, by 
using ihe Cyprus problem or any 
other problem ... we wanted 
them always to be in conflict” 


Critics drive German 
conductor from Prague 


Bid for freedom: Refugees from Vietnam crammed into an old ship. The Communist takeover triggered an exodus 
of several hundred thousand people, the last of whom must now go back PhotographiAP 


reality is different: whoever re- 
fuses to jump will be pushed. 

In Malaysia, which still has 
about 4,000 boat people, one 
man died and many more were 
injured in protests this month 
against the decision to send 


them home. Indonesia. Thai- 
land and the Philippines stDl 
have many thousands who will 
have to go. A small number has 
begun to return borne volun- 
tarily. 

However, in the words of 


Court Robinson, a Bangkok- 
based academic who has stud- 
ied the problems of the boat 
people for years: “People have 
realised that the US wul not be 
riding in on a white charger. 
This is real, this is it.” 


It seems unlikely everybody, 
in Mr Robinson swords, will go 
“meekly to the plane". But the 
story of the boat people, lost in 
a limbo between their homeland 
and their hoped-for destination, 
seems finally to be over. 


Gerd Albrecht, the controver- 
sial German conductor, yes- 
terday stormed out of his job 
with the Czech Philharmonic 
Orchestra, contending he had 
been the victim of blatant anti- 
German sentiment, writes 
Adrian Bridge. 

Mr Albrecht, who in 1993 be- 
came the first non-Czech ever 
to lead the orchestra, said the 
artistic merits of his work had 
never been fairly acknowledged 
by the Czechs and that he felt 
squeezed out as a result of 
“political narrow-mindedness”. 

His dramatic departure, 
which caps months of tension, 
underlined the continuing 
prickliness of Czech-German re- 
lations, still badly scarred by the 
Second World War. In an iron- 


ic twist Mr Albrecht said he had 
originally taken on the job out 
of a desire to improve bilater- 
al relations. But he acknowl- 
edged that his period in Prague 
had instead served to fuel bad 
feelings on both sides. 

Czech officials tried to play 
down the resignation, insisting 
that it was essentially a question 
of personalities. President 
"Vaclav Havel said he was sorry 
that what should have been “ 
artistic problems” had been 
turned into a political issue but 
added, “it is not our fault". 

Mr Albrecht, who is also dir- 
ector of the Hamburg Opera, 
found international acclaim but 
was never warmly received in 
Prague, where critics often 
described him as second rate. 


Second lawyer quits Amir case 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

“Your negligence, the way you 
are handling the defence of the 
accused, is absolutely scan- 
dalous. Why are you looking at 
me with cow eyes?” asked a fu- 
rious Judge Edmond Levy of 
Jonathan Ray Goldberg, the 
lawyer defending Yigal Amir. 

Judge Levy later withdrew the 
“cow eyes" remark, but in the 
three days since the trial of Amir 
for the assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin began he has intermit- 
tently exploded in anger at the 
incompetence and wrangling 
of the defence. At one moment 
he shouted in exasperation at 
Mr Goldberg: “I have spent 
sleepless nights going over the 
evidence. I don’t understand 
why you are not well versed in 
the evidence." 

One explanation could be 
Mr Goldberg’s uncertain grasp 
of Hebrew. An extreme right- 
winger who emigrated from 
Houston, Texas, seven years 

ago, Mr Goldberg wears a black 


skull cap, lives in a West Bank 
settlement and has a shaky 
knowledge of Israeli law. Since 
the trial got properly under 
way on Sunday it has become 
clear that Amir himself, once a 
law student at Bar-Can univer- 
sity outside Tel Aviv, has a bet- 
ter grasp of the law than his 
lawyer. 

The Israeli authorities were 
keen from the beginning that 
the (rial in Tel Aviv should not 
turn into a platform for Amir 
to express his views. There was 
also fear that with a good lawyer 
he could somehow divert at- 
tention from his earlier admis- 
sions of guilt and orchestrate a 
courtroom drama like the trial 
of O J Simpson in California. 

There is no danger of that 
The first days of trial have pro- 
duced soap opera and not dra- 
ma. Apart from the unhappy Mr 
Goldberg, two of Amir's 
lawyers have dropped the case. 
The latest casualty is a court- 
appointed lawyer, Avraham 
Pachter, who lasted for less 
than 24 hours. He said yester- 



also dismayed Judge Levy by i 
signing, saying he did not ha 


Amin Has a better grasp 
of the law than his lawyer 

day that he decided be could not 
run the defence after speaking 
to Amir for an hour late on 
Monday night 
“There is a conflict of inter- 
ests between my conscience 
and the ideological case he 
wanted to present," Mr Pachter 
said yesterday. “He wanted to 
use the trial as a platform for 
his ideological views." The day 
before, Mordechai Ofri baa 


•re- 
signing, saying tie aid not nave 
control of the case. He may have 
been referring to the influence 
of a Canadian millionaire, Sam 
Spodak, who is sponsoring the 
Amir defence. 

Mr Ofri said there was diffi- 
culty in obtaining the services of 
expert witnesses, all of whom re- 
fused to work with the defence. 
The only one of the experts who 
agreed to see- Mr Ofri would 
only do so at his home after mid- 
night so his partner would not 
find out Judge Levy even of- 
fered to pay Mr Ofri out of state 
funds to stay on. When he re- 
fused the judge said “You man- 
aged to drive even me up the 
wall. I am accustomed to other 
standards in the courtroom.” 

All this is diverting attention 
from Amir’s somewhat contra- 
dictory defence. Al the start of 
the trial he said be wanted to 
cripple, not kill, the Prime Min- 
ister, but he has also tried to jus- 
tify his crime ideologically and 
has shown pride in his techni- 
cal efficiency as an assassin. 
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Optimism 
grows for 
N-test ban 


Geneva (Reuter) — France’s 
decision to end its nuclear test- 
ing programme should buDd 
momentum towards the agree- 
ment of a treaty this year that 
would ban underground blasts 
for ever, negotiators at the 
Disarmament Conference in 
Switzerland said yesterday. 

President Jacques Chirac an- 
nounced on Monday that 
France had completed its nu- 
clear tests in the South Pacific 
after a series of six under- 
ground explosions that pro- 
voked worldwide protests. 

’Tmsure his announcement 
will be helpful," one Western 
ambassador to the conference 
said. But many delegates re- 
mained critical, maintaining 
that the series of blasts at Mu- 
ruroa and Fangataufa atolls 
should not have been under- 
taken in the first place. 

The 38-member forum hopes 
to conclude its two-year nego- 
tiations for a Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in the 
next few months so that a treaty 
can be opened for signature tty 
September. President Bfll Gin- 
ton called last week for the con- 
clusion of a draft pact for the 
consideration, by June, of the 
UN General Assembly. Wash- 
ington has observed a testing 
moratorium since 1993. 

The Disarmament Confer- 
ence will meet in plenary session 
tomorrow. Concern is likely to 
be voiced over a Chinese foreign 
ministry statement yesterday 
that China’s programme of un- 
derground t ests w ould contin- 
ue until the CTBT comes into 
effect Negotiators said that 
China will have to fall into step 
with the other four declared nu- 
clear powers- Britain, France, 
Russia and the US - before a 
CTBT can be pieced together. 


Exclusive Sony 
Sale Offer. 
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J. J. Cohn 


JJ. Cohn - who has died just 39 
days after his 100th birthday - 
was one of the most remarkable 
survivors from Hollywood’s 
Golden Age. He was boro the 
very month that people first 
paid to see a moving picture. 

Joe Cohn knew more about 
Hollywood's secrets than any- 
one. He was production man- 
ager at the Goldwyn studio 
before Goldwyn left it, even be- 
fore the merger into Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer in 1934. He 
was then appointed studio man- 
ager, working under Louis B. 
Mayer, Irving Thalberg and 
Harry Rapf. When Tbalberg 
died, he was promoted to stu- 
dio executive and he was in- 
volved in the fabulously 
successful Andy Hardy and Dr 
Kildare series. He was also one 
of the founding members of the 
Academy of Motion Pictures, 
Arts & Sciences. 

He was nothing tike his 
namesake Harry Cohn. Joe 
Cohn was extremely tough, but 
he was an intelligent, well-read 
man with a kindly streak and a 
warm sense of humour. Above 
ail, he was trustworthy. The sce- 
narist Frances Marion called 
him “Closed-Door Cohn - you 
could never get anything out of 
him". The Charles High am/ 
Kitty Kelley school of biography 
would have been stillborn had 
there been more HoBywood vet- 
erans as discreet as he. Legions 
of authors, documentary film- 
makers, lawyers trooped to his 
door in the hope of finding 
where the bodies were buried. 
They were all sent away 
charmed but frustrated. And the 
secrets have died with him un- 
less, among his collection of 
books on exploration, he left 
memoirs of his own. 

Cohn had no experience in 
the film business in J915 when 
he put an ad in the paper in New 
York saying he was willing to do 
anything. He was taken on as 
stenographer at the Fox Film Co 
and found himself working 
from 830am until lipm. He fol- 
lowed the scenarist (and later 
director) Harry O. Hoyt when 
he left Fox and joined the B.A. 
Rolfe Co, part of Che Metro Co. 
“I wasn 'I too much of a stenog- 
rapher," he told me, “but I 
worked very hard because it was 


so exciting. When Hoyt joined 


Sam Goldwyn 1 went along and 
stayed there the rest of ray 
life.” At first a purchasing agent, 
Cohn was made production 


manager as soon as Goldwyn 
took over the big studio in. Cul- 
ver City which ted belonged to 
Thomas lnce. 

Cohn appreciated Goldwyn’s 
concern for higher standards. 
“He always strove for a measure 

of distinction. ** But he did ad- 
mit that producers were a very 
odd loU most were producers in 
name only. Goldwyn worked a 
good deal on instinct, and he 
gave Cohn more authority than 
most production managers. 

Hollywood was a frontier 
town, even in the early Twenties, 
and many cowboys, thrown out 
of work by the dissolution of the 
great ranches, beaded for it hop- 
ing for work in westerns. When- 
ever they needed horsemen, 
companies hired cowboys. 
Cohn was shooting night stuff 
on location for a picture called 
[n the Palace of the King (1922). 
“We had ISO horses and the 
leaders got drunk," he said. 
“They wanted more money for 
the horses. 1 said, ‘We're not go- 
ing to pay. Send the leaders to 
me.’ Instead of the three lead- 
ers, all 150 came charging right 
at me. J couldn’t run. What was 
I going to do? We had a dis- 
cussion. We gave them more 
money. I wasn’t going to fight 
with no 150 drunks. But I 
picked out the ones that caused 
all the trouble and made sure 
they didn't get back.” 

Cohn's greatest challenge 
was the production of the 1925 
Ben-Hur , which began at the 
Goldwyn Company. 

“It’s the easiest thing in the 
world to make a cheap picture,” 
said Cohn. “You just say you 
don’t do this and you don’t do 
that. It’s when you by to make 
a good picture inexpensively - 
that’s when you need brains 
instead of money.” 

There was no possibility that 
Ben-Hur would be inexpensive. 
For a start, the cost of the 
rights had been crippling. Then 
Cohn was sent to Europe with 
Major Bowes, an executive. 
Conn concluded the film could 
not be made in Europe for any 
reasonable figure unless it was 
turned over to a foreign coun- 
try and no American personnel 
were sent over. “That way we 
can’t be bun. Otherwise it won't 
be under a million.” Cohn was 
summoned to meet Frank God- 
sol, the armaments millionaire 
who had taken over the studio 
from Sam Goldwyn. “He told 
me, 'Bowes thinks we can make 



Cohn (left), with the director Rowland Loe at the Goktwyv studio to 1923. Cohn was then 25 


photograph: Kevin Browntow Collection 


it for $670,000 in Europe, bring- 
ing people over.’ 1 said, ‘It will 


never be done.’ I never forgot 
his words. That’s Bowes' wor- 


ry.’ I wanted to say, Tes, but it’s 
your money.’ I was too young. 
1 didn’t have the audacity." 

Cohn was right Ben-Hur was 
made in Italy. When the Gold- 
wyn company merged with 
Metro and Mayer, Irving Thal- 
berg and Louis B. Mayer in- 
herited the mare's nest that bad 
been made of it. The company 
was palled out of Italy, and the 
picture largely reshot at Culver 
City, where a new Circus Max- 
imus was constructed for the 
chariot race. Cohn was involved 
in all this, as well. 

“On the day of the big scene, 
with 4,000 people, we had a 
morning haze. Fred Niblo, the 
director, ordered wind ma- 
chines to blow out the haze, 
which would have been a minor 
idiocy. I cancelled this. Thaiberg 
thought we did not have enough 
people. I thought we bad but wc 
got about 300 more. Unfortu- 
nately, we were short of lunch- 
es and with over 4,000 people 
every minute of sunshine 
counts. I got a little nervous 
about the time waiting for the 
extra lunches to come . . . [and] 


Burne Hogarth 


To use the American term 
"comic strip”, or the British vari- 
ant "strip cartoon”’, when de- 
scribing Burne Hogarth’s 
pictorial version of Edgar Rice 
Burroughs' immortal jungle 
hero Tarzan of the Apes, is to 
demonstrate yet again the 
poverty of our descriptive 
vocabulary. 

Perhaps the finest drawing 
ever to decorate American 
coloured Sunday comic sup- 
plements went unnoticed and 
unaedaimed by ail but fellow 
professionals and a few comic 
collectors during the strip’s 
heyday in the Thirties and For- 
ties, and it was not until the 
French academics, with their 
love of lauding icons of popu- 
lar arts such as the cinema, 
turned their attention to what 
they called la bande desswee that 
Hogarth received his first ac- 
colade. They dubbed him “The 
Michelangelo of the Comics”. 

Burne Hogarth was bom in 
Chicago. Illinois, on Christinas 
Day 1911. When he was 12 years 
old his father, much impressed 
by the boy's sketching, gathered 
up a folder full of pencil and 
crayon pictures and look Burne 
and the bunch to the famous 
Chicago Art Institute. Burne be- 
came the youngest pupil in 


their Saturday class. As a 


teenager he studied art history 


and anthropology at Crane i 
lege, at North Western Uni- 
versity in Chicago, and lateral 
Columbia University, New 
York. This heavy foundation 
course in art proper is rare in- 
deed for a strip cartoonist: in- 
deed the ambition to draw 
newspaper strips was the last 
thing on Hogarth’s mind. 

u My generation looked down 
with contempt upon the comics 
because they reflected the so- 
cial conditions of their times." 
Hogarth once confessed. “For 
the sophisticats of the time it 
was like owning a lower-class 
passport.” However, he did ad- 
mit to enjoying as a small child 
the fairy-tale cartoon adventures 
of The Brownies by Palmer Cox. 

Hogarth was only 15 when he 
became a junior cartoonist for 
the Associated Editors Syndi- 
cate, his first job being a single 
picture series entitled Famous 
Churches of the World. 

His Erst venture into draw- 
ing comic strips was called hy 
Hemmanhaw , but it was no 
great success. For yet another 
syndicate he drew a factual 
panel called Odd Occupations 
and Strange Accidents, which 
was clearly inspired by Robert 


tipley’s world famous series 
fieve ft Or Not. 

A second plunge into strips 
came in 1935 when he illus- 
trated a popular pirate serial. 
Pieces of Eight, scripted by the 
American novelist Charles 
Driscoll. 

Fate finally struck in 1937 
when Harold Foster, until that 
time perhaps the best artist 
working in strips, derided to 
leave Tarzan of the Apes, which 
he had been drawing for some 
years at United Features. In- 
spired to try his hardest, Hog- 
arth submitted a sample page 
and was immediately hired. 
The first Hogarth Tarzan was 
published on 9 May 1937. His 
drawing style, originally faithful 
to that of Foster, soon devel- 
oped into something truly orig- 
inal. Hogarth's page layouts 


were brilliantly different from 
litionai 12 1 


the traditional 12 neat panels. 
They staggered around the 
broadsheet page, their sizes 
drawn to fit whatever dynamic 
image Hogarth envisaged, from 
oblongs, both upright and land- 
scape, to vast action panoramas. 
His words formed part of the 
design within the frames, but 
never interfered with his 
illustrations. He also avoided 
the traditional speech balloons. 
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Distillers’ Company 
Mr Peter Hallgpnen, Masw*, Wor- 
shipful Compawof 

Mined tile first Distillers Company 
Scholarship to Ms Joanne Q™“jjjj r 
at a luncheon held yesterday j»i Vint- 
nets’ HaU, London EC4. The schol- 
arship is awarded for 
aggregate marks in the- Wwaod 
sSEt^ Education TVusts ttolonm 
and is to cover the cost of study 
visits to British distilleries. 



Birthdays 

Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands, 
58; Professor Sir Eric Ash, former 
Rector of the Imperial College of Sci- 
ence, 6$; Mr George Benjamin, 
composer, 36; Lt-Gir Sir Richard 
Buckley, Extra Equerry to the Duke 
of Kent, 68; Miss Caro) Charming, ac- 
tress and singer. 75; Mr Christopher 
Char away, farmer athlete, chair- 
man, Civil Aviation Authority. 65; Mr 
Robert Claovorthy. «eulptor. tiS: Mr 
William Crosbie, artist. 80; Miss 
Joanne Dru. actress. 73; Lord 
Nicholas Gordon Lennox, former 
ambassador to Spain. 65; Dame 
Brenda Hale. High Court judge, 5 J: 
Air Marshal Sir Christopher Hartley. 
S3; Sir John Hothouse, a Lord Jus- 
tice of Appeal, 64; Air Marshal Sir 
Richard {Cembali, 57; Mr Norman 
Mailer, novelist. 73; Mr Patrick Mor- 
gan, former ambassador to Hon- 
duras, 5i Miss Rosanno Musgraye. 
Headmistress, Blaekheath High 
ScbooL 44: Miss Suzanne Plcshette. 
actress, 59; Miss Jean Simmons, ac- 
tress, 67; The Rev Lord Soper. 
MelhOdkt leader and broadcaster. 93; 
Sir Michael Wilford, former ambas- 
sador io Japan. 74. 


spiraiors. executed 1606; John 
Galsworthy (“John Sinjohu"). nov- 
elist, 1953; Hippolyte-Jcan GLrau- 
doux. novelist, playwright and 
diplomat, 1944; Alan Alexander 
Milne, author, 1956; Samuel Gold- 
wyn (Goldfish), film producer. 1974. 
On this day*. Sir Robert Peel repealed 
the Com Laws. tEWO; the Palace 
Theatre. London, opened as the 
Royal English Opera House, 1891: 
Leon Trotsky was expelled from the 
Soviet Union. 1929; Apollo 14 was 
launched on the Moon mission from 
Cape Kennedy, 1971. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Adaranan of Cold- 
inghara, Si Aid an or Maedoc or 
Ferns, Saints Cyrus and John of 
Alexandria, St Eusebius of St Gall. 
St Francis Xavier Bianchi. St John 
Bosco. St Marcella of Rome, St Nic- 
etas of Novgorod and St Ulphia. 


Anniversaries 
Births: AndrdJacques Garnerin. 
aemoaut, 1769; Franz ftier Schubert, 
composer, 1797; Anna Pavlova, 
danar. 18Si Tallubb Brockman 
Ban k head, acne*, J903; Mario Lan- 
33 {Alfredo .Arnold Corona), singer. 
1921 Deaths.* Girt' FawJtes, Robert 
Wfoter, Ambrose' Rokmvood and 
Robert Keyc& Gunpowder Ploi ron- 


Lu rich eons 
HM Government 

Mr Ian Taylor MP, Minister for Sci- 
ence and Technology, was the hosi 
at a luncheon held yesterday at Lan- 
caster House. London SW1. in ho- 
nour of Madame Zhu Li bo. 
Executive Vice-Chair. Slate Science 
and Technology Commission of the 
Rsoptes Republic of China. 

Lord Mayor of London 
The Lord Mayor of London. Mr John 
Chalsnvy. and the Lady Mayoress. 
Mrs Chakney. received the guests at 
a lunch held yesterday at the Man- 
sion House, London EC4. in honour 
of SciiOT Ernesto Zedillo Ponce dc 
Leon. President of Mexico, and 
Senora Zedillo. 


ordered the horses into the 
arena. Niblo was aghast and 
said, 'Joe, you’ll have a riot!’ All 
I said was, if we have a riot it1i 
look as if they're cheering the 
horses, and if they're eating 
sandwiches in the stands no one 
will recognise that at 500ft from 
the camera." 

Premiered to tremendous 
acclaim. Ben-Hur made no prof- 
it because it was the most ex- 
pensive film in Hollywood 
history, costing $4m - more than 
JSOrn in today's money. No 
wonder MGM became so con- 
cerned about cutting costs 
thereafter. Joe Cohn was the 
man who switched off the lights 
on Erich von Stroheim, while he 


was soaring over budget on 
xWk 


The Merry Widow, the same year 
as Ben-Hur. “He was a great di- 
rector who lost track of time 
when he became involved in a 
film. The odd thing was, we had 
many differences, but when he 
was taken off the picture I was 
ill with pneumonia. He said. 
■"Wouldn't you know, when I’m 
in the greatest trouble, my 
friend Joe Cohn isn’t here.' " 

1 liked Joe Cohn very much, 
but 1 couldn't understand why 
so creative and authoritative a 
man didn't become a director 


himself. “They asked roe to be 
a producer, and I said no, I don’t 
think I'm creative enough. (This 
was in the post-Thalberg era). 
In retrospect, I think I'm as cre- 
ative as those who are getting 
by. But that wasn’t my idea of 
what a producer should be. I be- 
came an executive and, you see, 
handled producers.” 

“It seems to me,” l said, 
“that directors at MGM were 
cooks, who were given a set of 
ingredients and did the best they 
could. But the people in control 
were producers.” 

“There is no doubt as to that. 
There were directors you paid 
a great deal of attention to and 
there were directors who might 
have been plumbers.” 

“But you kept them on.” 

“Yes,' because they had a 
value. This business has never 
been blessed with a superfluity 
of creative talent. Today there’s 
an enormous dearth of it- All 
you have to do is look at the 
films.” 

"In the mid 1920s, MGM had 
a stunning array of directorial 
talent - including Josef von 
Sternberg and William Well- 
man. Yet you fired both of 
them.” 

“Von Sternberg made quite 


a poor film. I didn't have any- 
thing to do with firing him. Well- 
man was a new director, who 
found himself later. Of course, 
we could have been wrong.*' 

Cohn thought further about 
my original question. "T had no 
desire at all to direct,” he said. 
"Maybe it was an inferiority 
complex, I don’t know. I didn’t 
think Td be as good as. say. King 
Vidor. Might have been, I don’t 
know.” And then came what to 
me was a revelation: “I had 
enormous respect for these 
people." 

Tnereupon Cohn embarked 
on a fascinating discourse in 
which he lauded the talents of 
some' of the unsung heroes of 
the day - and some of the 
great names as well. It was mu- 
sic to my ears - to hear that a 
man from the production side 
ted such a profound under- 
standing of the craft of direct- 
ing. No wonder MGM. for all 
its creative conflict, turned out 
so many of the finest films ever 
made. 

Kevin Bronulow 


Joseph Sadson Cohn, film pro- 
ducer bom 23 December 1895; 
died Beverly Hills, California 12 
January 1 $96. 
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SaUyxnount n d ^ n c iJ, e 
Australian star Neville Seu- 
wood. Chalk Stream, with two 
stone less, pOoied by the ap- 
prentice Brian Lee, had been a 
slightly dodgy starter on 
several occasions. 

So, on his trainer’s instruc- 
tions, the 24 -year-old Songster 
stationed himself on the rails by 
the bookmakers, looking up at 
the top of the stand where 
Cousins was positioned with a 
dear view of the start. If Chalk 
Stream jumped off all right, he 
would raise his hat. 

Sure enough, as the tapes 
went up and Chalk Stream 
jumped. Cousins lifted his bat 
and Sangster swung round to 
the rails to have a huge bet at 
8-1. A tremendous race saw 
Chalk Stream get up in the last 
stride to beat Sallymount by a 
head. Young Sangster had got 
the racing bug for good. 

After having served as a pi- 
lot in the RAF during the war 
Eric Cbusins rode 50 winners as 
an amateur aver obstacles be- 
tween 1950 and 1957. In 1954 
he began training at Rangemore 
near Burton-on-Trent in 
Staffordshire and achieved his 
first important success with 
Bonhomie in the Ascot Stakes 
of 1957. 

After moving to Tarporley in 
Cheshire during the 1960 sea- 
son he earned the reputation for 
turning out winners of the most 
important handicaps, having 
landed the Kempton Jubilee 



Cousins; the big gamble 


for Lord Derby, the colt was 
veiy successful. Smith declared: 
“Every time Tudor Treasure 
wins I feel as though someone 
has stabbed me in the back. 

Cousins’ stable jockey was 
George Cadwaladr, who had 
been his apprentice. “He nev- 
er tied me down with instruc- 
tions,” Cadwaladr said. " 'Ride 
it as you find it as long as you 
are on the bridle.’ ‘If you can 1 
go with them, they are going loo 
fast’ was one of his favourite 
expressions.” 

Eric Cousins retired from 
training in 1977. but he contin- 
ued (cTfarm at Tarporley. He 
died while bathing in the sea off 
Barbados. 


Tim Fitzgeorge-Parker 


Eric Cousins, racehorse trainer: 
bom 12 December 1921; married 
1943 Patricia Reay (three sons, 
cme daitghter); died Barbados c27 
January J996 . 



‘The Michelangelo of the Comics': Hogarth first started drawing his Tarzan strip in 1937 


placing dialogue inside 
inverted commas within the 
stretches of text. 

Hogarth continued with 
Tarzan for eight years, over 400 
full pages in all, before tiring of 
his syndicate's restrictions. He 
created a new character of his 
own, Drago. for their rival the 
HaU Syndicate, a serial set in Ar- 
gentina depicting ihe hero's 
battles against tbc Nazi Baron 
Zodiac. It was not a great suc- 
cess. and nor was a second 


strip. Miracle Jones , a Walter- 
Mitty-style comic hero. 

In 1947 Hogarth left strips to 
found the School of Visual 
Arts, which is now perhaps the 
most comprehensive centre of 
commercial and fine art train- 
ing in the United States. He re- 
tired in 1970 lo devote himself 
to painting and writing. His sev- 
eral books include Dynamic 
.Anatomy, but superb as they are 
more will prefer his definitive 
1972 pictorial version of Tarzan 


of die Apes , an original work de- 
picting the Burroughs book in 
great exactitude. This year 
Burne Hogarth was the official 
Guest of Honour at the Annu- 
al International Comic Art Fes- 
tival at Angouleme in France. 
He died in Paris while on his 
way home. 

Denis Gifford 


Burnt • Htyganh, cartoonist: bom 
Chicago 25 December 1911; 
died Paris 28 January 1996. 


Joseph Brodsky 


Joseph Brodsky- took to the US 
like a thrill-deprived kid might 
take to the Dipper at Blackpool 
writes Marianne Wiggins [ fur- 
ther to the obituary by Lachlan 
Mackhmon. 30 January}. He 
loved it. He loved everything big 
and loud and philistine about 
.America, not in the least be- 
cause he could lob his de- 
nouncements at its barndoor, 
strike a hit and not end up 
pulling time, again, in Siberia. 

He bated the fact that Amer- 
icans chatted about emotions 
and money and food the way 
other nationalities talked about 
politics or toe weather, but he 
loved American colloquialisms, 
especially those of the Fifties, 
and would pepper his patter 
with wtnce-makmg pills such as 
“groovy” and "dig it”. 

He adored making puns - a 
lot of them bad - in American 
English. He dug iL He took such 
delight in English puns, in fact, 
he would often risk a perfect 
fine of poetry or protse to include 
one. There was never any point 
in trying to advise Joseph not to 
do something for the sake of 
preserving its perfection or its 
health. Joseph was not a con- 
servator - or he would still be 
here today. After his first heart 
operation, only the most obtuse 
of his friends tried to advise him 


to give up the smoke. Forget it 
- be had purchased a bay’s 
lifetime pass on the Dipper. 

I met him in Boston in May 
1989, when I’d gone to the 
States for my daughter’s grad- 
uation from Dartmouth Col- 
lege. I was, at that time, still 
living under police custody in 
England with Salman Rushdie, 
but the event was too important 
to miss. I flew to the States 
unannounced, but before I went 
Salman and I called Derek 
Whlcott in Boston to tell him 1 
was coming. When I got to 
Boston. I went to see Derek - 


and Joseph was there, 
days 


Two days later Joseph de- 
canted some of his heady vin- 
tage devilry under a faultless 
New England sky for America's 
Ivy League youth. His speech 
was a cry against boredom, im- 
ploring callow souls not to rage 
so much against the dying of the 
light, as against daytime TV His 
message was lost on Dart- 
mouth. They expected a bub- 
blegum speech; what they got 
was a nicotine hit and a blast of 
Siberian air. When the cere- 
mony ended, no one came to 
thank him. He stepped off the 
stage and took off the paste- 
board and strode across the col- 
lege green, his robe flapping, 
and lit up a Marlboro. Groovy. 


Modification of commission county change was lawful 


Regina ' Secretary of State for the 
Environment, ex parte Berkshire 
County Connell; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Kennedy. Lord 
Justice AulcL Mr Justice Tuckeyl; 
24 January 1996 


LAW REPORT 

« 


The Secretary of State is enti- 
tled to modify the local 
government commission’s rec- 
ommendation of replacing a 
two-tier structure of seven 
councils in a county with five 
unitary authorities with a 
boundary change in one by 
giving effect to the structural 
change but nor implementing 
the boundary change. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the Secretary of Slates 
appeal against Mr Justice 
Collins's decision that the Sec- 
re-iaiy of State's modification of 
the commission's recommend- 
ed changes to the structure of 
the Royal County of Berkshire 
was unlawful. 

The Local Government Act 
L992 established the commis- 
sion to consider the structure 
of local governmem. It em- 
powered ihc Secretary of State 
to make orders changing the 
structure of local government. 

The changes (hat (he com- 


mission could recommend in- 
cluded, under section 14, a 
Structural change by replacing 
two tiers of local government, 
such as a district council and a 
county council, wiih a single tier 
and a boundary change. Under 
section I7tl) ihe Secretary of 
State could give effect to ail or 
any of the commission's rec- 
ommendations with or without 
modification. 

The Secretary of State di- 
rected the commission (o con- 
duct a review of Berkshire. 
The commission recommend- 
ed that the existing two-tic r 
structure of seven district or 
borough councils (including 
Berkshire County Council) be 
replaced by five new unitary au- 
thorities. Four proposed au- 
thorities reflected the existing 
district and borough councils. 
The fifth was a new unitary au- 
thority for Bracknell Forest 
Borough Council and the Roy- 
al Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead combined. 

The Secretary of State mod- 
ified the commission s recora- 


31 January 1996 

mendalions by accepting a uni- 
tary structure for the whole of 
Berkshire but with six unitary 

authorities, based on the ex- 
isting councils. Berkshire ap- 
plied for judicial review of the 
Secretary of Stale's decision on 
the ground that he was 
implementing something dif- 
ferent rather than a modifica- 
tion of the commission's 
recommendation. 

Stephen Richards and Robert Jay 
(Treasury Solicitor) fur the Secretary 
of Stole; James Gotuiie QC and Paul 
Ntcholk t Council and Bamtfji So- 
licitors) for Phicknell Forest Bor- 
iMirfi Council and the Royal Borough 
of ll^tdsor and Maidenhead; Duncan 
Oiuchy QC and Ctiw Lewis (Sharpe 
Pritchard far County Solicitor J for the 
Royal County of Berkshire. 


Lord Justice Kennedy said that 
the commission recommended 
the type of changes defined in 
section 14. Thai empowered the 
Secretary of State to give 
effect io all or any of the rec- 
ommendui inns with or without 
modifications. 


For each of the five areas 
considered the recommenda- 
tion was that there be structural 
change to a single tier of local 
government, and for one of 
those five areas there was rec- 
ommended a boundary change 
which, for economic reasons, 
the commission considered 
necessary to facilitate the 
structural change. 

The recommendations were 
free-standing in that the Sec- 
retary of Stale could have ac- 
cepted the recommendation 

to create a unitary authority in 
one borough and rejected the 
remaining recommendations, 
pul there was also a degree of 
interlinkage as was demon- 
strated if he decided to create 
[our unitary authorities but 
u»k no action in relation to the 
fifth. 

Section 17 had to be read in 
context and given a generous in- 
remretauon. The primary issue 
addressed by the commission 
was the form of local govern- 
ment for Berkshire - one-tier 
or two-tier. The boundary 


change proposed, although 
substantial, was only proposed 
to facilitate the proposed struc- 
tural change. If the boundary 
change proposed had been ge 


~ 

Secretary of State's bands had 
been tied, he could not have re- 
jected the boundary charge 
and gjven effect to all the 
proposed structural changes 
having modified the area in 
which one of structural changes 
was lo take effect That could 
not be how section 17 was 
intended to operate. 

The recommendations were 
for unhary authorities through- 
out the. county, with one bound- 
ary change. The Secretary of 
State considered the boundary 
change unnecessary to facilitate 
the structural change which he 
was prefared to implement His 
order gave effect to all the com- 
mission’s structural change rec- 
ommendations, albeit with 
modifications in relation to 
one geographical area. The 
Secretary of State did not 
exceed his powers. 

Lord Justice Anjd and Lord 
Justice Tuckey agreed. 


Ying Htri Tan. Barrister 
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The war that never ended 

The Gulf war syndrome inquiry launched yesterday is just one stage in a battle that will last for years says Rebecca Fowler 
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P aul Ash spent »iceks on the 
front line in the Gulf war. He 
was 22 , married, outgoinc. pop- 
ular with his mates. Paul and his 
comrades in the Fusiliers had 
gone to Saudi Arabia “full of 
pride" to bring down Sad dam 
Hussein. They had trained for 
weeks; they were keen for action. 
The possibility that their worst 
nightmare might come true, that 

diey might be attacked by chem- 
ical or biological weapons, did 
not shake their resolve. 

More than 50,000 British ser- 
vicemen were immunised against 
attacks. The Gulf war was 
supremely modem, yet looming 
over it was the spectre of anthrax 
mustard and bubonic plague. 

Five years on, thousands of 
British and American soldiers 
who served in the Gulf claim 
they are living through another 
nightmare, one they were never 
prepared for Gulf war syn- 
drome, the mysterious condi- 


tion whose symptoms vary from 
motor neurone disease and 
cancer to a skin rash. Paul Ash 
has become listless, moody, 
aggressive and withdrawn. 

The syndrome has apparently 
blighted the lives of 740 ex- 
service personnel. Those who 
believe in the condition say 15 
have died from it. Recently, it 
appears to be affecting the chil- 
dren of servicemen - many have 
been bom with deformities. 

After three years of pressure 
from the victims, the Govern- 
ment announced yesterday that 
it would support an investigation 
into the syndrome. For the vet- 
erans it was better late than 
never. But why has it taken the 
Government so long to take 
seriously an affliction that has 
devastated the lives of so many? 
Is it healthy scepticism about the 
causes of the condition, or has 
there been a cynical attempt to 
silence the campaign and avoid 


tarnishing the legacy of the war? 

After every war there are 
hundreds of servicemen who 
suffer from trauma and psy- 
chological illnesses. Within any 
large group of people some pre- 
mature deaths would be no rmal. 
Yet according to Gulf war syn- 

‘The MoD are 
frightened to 
say that the war 
wasn’t a success’ 


drome camf 
more sinister began to 
once the soldiers got back to 
normal life. At first, a handful 
reported cases of nausea, diar- 
rhoea, breathing difficulties. 
Then the list began to grow and 
the condition worsened. 


The Government refused to 
accept the possibility that the 


synd 

day. 


«P* 

drome existed until yester- 


ly. Nicholas Sonnies. the 
armed forces minister, was 
insisting last year that the vet- 
erans' daims were “a mixture of 
unsubstantiated rumour (and] 
incorrect information'', a claim 
repealed by John Major. 

For sufferers, the Govern- 
ment response has been viewed 
with something more profound 
than disappointment. Cam- 
paigners saw it as squarely 
within the MoD's tradition of 

dreds^lMndividuajf^who had 
risked their lives for their coun- 
try. Paul Ash is bitter “The 
MoD are too frightened to say 
that the Gulf war wasn’t a suc- 
cess because it poisoned its 
own troops.” 

The contrast with the way that 
the United States has dealt with 
victims is stark. American 


experts stress the mysterious 
nature of the illness as much as 
their British counterparts, yet in 
the US £54m has been ploughed 
into research into the condition 
that has affected more than 
10,000 of the 700,000 US troops 
who served in the Gulf. The 
Clinton administration also 
to compensate victims 
further investigations were 
undertaken into their illnesses. 

According to Colonel Terry 
English, controller of welfare for 
the Royal British Legion, the US 
was anxious from the outset to 
be sensitive to the fate of its 
returning heroes. “The Min- 
istry of Defence was very reluc- 
tant to recognise this condition. 
They said the original numbers 
affected fell within the amount 
you would expect to fall ill from 
that size of population. Part of 
the American response is in 
their culture. They are still very 
aware of the problems they 


faced over the treatment of vet- 
erans after Vietnam, and they 
are determined to get this right-" 

Although the announcement 
of yesterday's inquiry, which 
will work in tandem with Amer- 
ican research, was welcomed by 
the veterans, most remain cyn- 
ical of the Government's role. 
Many believe that the Govern- 
ment's hand was forced by the 
recent focus on the 60 affected 
offspring of the victims. These 
children, little more than two 
years old, blighted by deformi- 
ties, respiratory infections and 
skin problems, have begun to 
capture the nation's sympathy. 

Sarah Whitehead's husband, 
Paul served in the Royal Engi- 
neers, one of the first units into 
Kuwait Hvo and a half years 
ago she gave birth to Ben. His 
left aim, shoulder and hand is 
much smaller than the right 
side, and he has severely 
deformed fingers and hands. 


‘‘Nobody likes to see children 
suffering. That's what really 
pulls at people’s heartstrings. 
For soldiers, it's different. 
They’re expected to put them- 
selves at risk, whether it’s fair 
or not But when the public sees 
these tiny, smiling faces still in 
the puppy dog bracket, they 
respond - ana the Govern- 
ment cannot ignore that,” Mrs 
Whitehead says. 

It is still only the beginning of 
the battle feeing the veterans. 
The inquiry’s initial focus will be 
on whether the abnormalities in 
babies are disproportionately 
high among the children of vet- 
erans. That task alone may take 
more than a year. 

If the inquiry establishes that 
there is an unusually hi gh num- 
ber of birth defects, there will be 
an examina tion of its likely 
causes. Yet even if the syn- 
drome’s existence were proven, 
that does not mean the veterans 


will win compensation. That 
would be the end of a long tra- 
dition for the MoD. The depart- 
ment has always fiercely resisted 
paying compensation: most 
famously, it refused to com- 
pensate victims of nuclear tests 
who were exposed to radiation. 

So even the inquiry set up 
yesterday is just another stage 
m a long legal battle for the vic- 
tims. For the families, the most 
troubling issue is not the com- 
pensation. “"What we really 
want to know is what the future 
holds for us. Until something is 
done, we wiD never know where 
this syndrome might be leading 
for Ben.” Mrs Whitehead says. 

“Already in the United States 
research has shown children 
developing cancer. We want to 
know what to expect, where Ben 
might be when be reaches six or 
seven. We want an explana- 
tion, and just some idea of what 
tomorrow might hold for us.” 


Gulf war: the background 




1HE EVIDENCE 

740 Britons who served in 
the Gulf reported “mystery 
/ — — 7 illnesses"; 

/ 15 are 
dead. In the 
■ ■' \ general - 
population, 1 per cent of 
babies suffer birth 
defects. In the UK, of 
740 soldiers pursuing 
claims, 60 (7 per cent) 
reported defects in their 
children. More than 
10,000 US veterans are 
affected. With 300 cases 
of birth defects. 


Tiff SUSPECTS 

Naps tablets (Nerve Agent Pre-treatment 
Sets) to protect agarist nenre gas are the 
most Dkeiy cause of the 
syndrome. The Commons 
defence committee found 
the testing of these tablets 
inadequate. French troops not given 
tablets and there are ho reported cases in 
France. The US, UK, Norway and Canada 
prescribed Naps to their troops - in all 
these countries there have been reported 
cases of Gulf war syndrome. 

Bats tablets (Biological Agent Treatment 
Sets). Anti-biological warfare tablets. Ttoops 
had to take one ewry six hours. 

Injections: 11 administered for diseases 


such as bubonic pte@je, anthrax, yellow 
fever; meningitis, whooping cough, potto, 
typhoid, tetanus. Administered togptoer 
rather than staggered over several weeks. 
The defence committee concluded this was 
dangerous. . 

Pesticides: exposure to powerful pesticides 
to control .sand ffies and scorpions, 
toxic smoke: from exposure to burning oil 
weHi 

RaH-out: from the bombing of Iraqi nuctear; 
chemical and germ warfare plants. 

Shells: exposure to blasts from uranlum- 
tpped shefe. 

Poison gas: Iraq may have used gas in 
attacks. Gulf troops may havB been 
exposed to as many as 21 powerful toxins. 



THE SYMPTOMS 

Psychological: heightened aggression 
and depression, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, chronic fetigue 
syndrome. 

Minor organic disorders: 
bleeding gams, hair loss, 
btackoutsfeiemory loss, 
mouth ulcers, minor skin complaints, 
poor eyesightfrhotophobia, nausea, 
Misters, writable bowel syndrome. 

Major organic disorders: kidney 
disorders, arthritis, motor-neurone 
disease, leukaemia. 

In babies of veterans: vital organs 
missing. skuHs too small for brains, limb 
deformities, heart defects, stiH-bfrths. 



TREffUKHTTIffORffS , 

Antibiotics: simultaneous 
inoculation of soldiers with different 
vaccines may have 
permanently damaged 
their Immune systems. 
Dr Howard Umovitz, 
Ca&fomian micro- 
bratogfst, urges use of antflaotic 
dioxycrycline, developed to treat . 
immune deficiency In-HIV cases. 
Detoxification: exposure to toxic 
gases and N^s treatment Robert 
Lake. British veteran, was sent by 
the Army Benevolent Fund to a 
detoxification clinic in Texas, and is 
now recovering. 


THE AMERICAN 
RESPONSE 

Congress has funded a 
£54m pn> 
gramme of 
L — ...J- medical 
assessments. The 
study Involves tvro sets 
of 15,000 soldiers. AH 
wen? immunised and 
took Naps tablets, but 
one set were never 
deployed In the Guff. 
This will be followed by 
an ‘mtenshe study of 
1,000 members of 
each group. 


COMPENSATION 

UK: Of the 417 British 
veterans who underwent 
an independent 
medical when 
they applied for 
a war pension, 216 were 
awarded pensions as they 
had identifiable diseases, 
not Gulf war syndrome. 

But if GW5 is a weakening 
of the immune system, 
these diseases may be the 
result of that The 
solicitors handling British 
claims. Dorm & Co, have 
some 800 cases pending. 


US Legislation was 
passed in 1994 to allow 
compensation to be paid 
to veterans of the Guff 

war, despite the absence 
of firm proof that a 
syndrome exists, bn the 
US, sufferers are so 
convinced that chemfcal 
weapons might have 
contrfouted to their 
iBness that they are 
mountings $lbn lawsuit 
against a consortium of 
chem ical companies. 

Tiflanle Darke 





Get this show 
on the road 

A beaming Paul McCartney 
opened the Liverpool School of 
Performing Arts yesterday, 
housed at his alma mater, the 
Liverpool Institute. Fellow Old 
Ubudians (as the school’s old 
bays quaintly tens themselves) 
were a bit thin on the ground. 
Former Militant activist and 
deputy leader of Liverpool 
council Derek Hatton was in 
fact at school with McCartney 
and could teach a lively course 
in how to excite a crowd. But, 
sadly, he was not invited to yes- 
terday's opening ceremony. 
McCartney has put up some of 
the money for the fame school, 
where students will be 
instructed in performing, song- 
writing (by McCartney him- 
self), design, sound technol- 
ogy, computing and legal 
affairs. 

But is this what the travelline 
rode star really needs? Accord- 
ing to the veteran American 
rocker Lou Reed, there is a 
much more vital area of instruc- 
tion - how to make a phone 
call. Reed has written to the 
school, saying: “How do you 
survive on the road? How do 
you get through a tour? How do 
you make phone calls from 
Europe? I’ve had drummers 
make a phone call from Ger- 
many to New York, and they 


could have flown it twice for the 
same price. The thing is, these 
are dungs people could learn 
about ...” Now that sounds 
more like rock'n'roll than a 
module in sound technology- 


Maxwell’s 
Mona Lisa 


accompanying graphic to show 
the gradual decline of Pterins 
and of Robert Maxwell’s 
Maxwell Communication 
Corporation. 

The feces are based on four 
accounting ratios: liquidity 
(eyebrow angle), working cap- 
ita] (nose length and nidtl), 
financial leverage (eye size and 
eyebrow length) and prof- 
itability (mouth carve, length, 
and pupil position). 

But what exactly is that on 
the Maxwell Communication 
Corp in 1990, when the com- 
pany had a combination of 
poor ratios and good prof- 
itability. It turns out that H is 



As easy as ... new-styie accounts say It with smiles 


Kelvin MacKenzie’s newsy 
bunny, who gives the thumbs- 
up on live TV newscasts when 
the news is good and tfr nmb s- 
down when it’s bad, is hreafing. 
In the upper echelons of busi- 
ness, accountants are using 
fenny faces to portray company 
accounts. The rationale is that 
most people can read a face 
modi quicker than a set of 
accounts. City University busi- 
ness school has used the 


a smirk, and could not in a 
month of Sundays be confused 
with a smile. Suddenly, reading 
a balance sheet looks a soft 
option. 


NUT howler 

A word to Tony Blair. If you axe 
serious about introducing fast- 
track courses in schools, make 


the first one a spelling course 
for high-flying National Union 
of Tbachers officials. The latest 
NUT press release states: “The 
NUT supports the principal 
\sic] behind the proposal from 
i Labour leader.” 


Lost without 
a script 

Up we all stood, down we all 
sat, up we al) stood again, at the 
special performance of Cals 
on Monday night as a disgrun- 
tled member of the audience 
tried in vain to find his seat 
“You're in the wrong row,” we 
all chorused helpfully. “I’m 
aware of that,” he retorted irri- 
tably, “but the ticket number 
doesn’t match the seat" Even- 
tually, the poor chap was led 
muttering to his place, actually 
some distance away, by an 
usher. I would have asked 
Trevor Nunn, the director of 
Cats, to lend' the unfortunate 

Siat he was Trevor Nmm^Se 
director of Cats. 


Sophie’s safe 
in the Attic 

Those who see Prince Edward's 
girlfriend, Sophie Rhys-Jones, 
as a squeaky-clean saviour of 
the monarchy will take heart at 
my latest news- Unfike the royal 
da lighters- in law she eschars 
gHtzy gymnasiums and pricey 



Squeaky-dean Sophie 

personal trainers. Where aer- 
obics are concerned Sophie 
takes a commendaWy egalitar- 
ian approach. 

She is a frequent offender at 
the distinctly down-to-earth 
Dance Attic, an establishment 
on the g rim y end of Fulham 
Broadway, in west London. 
Membership costs a mere £60 
a year - compared with at 
least £500 at t he ne arby Har- 
bour Club. And VPB1 Carting is 
definitely not a member. 

Fellow Dance Attic exer- 
cisers are impressed. “She is 
always so friendly, and we 
think that it shows that she 
really is prepared to make an 
effort to avoid being hounded 
by the paparazzi,” says one 
admirer. But she need not 
fear. The paparazzi never 
stoop to reading Eagle Eye’s 
musings. 

Eagle Eye 


Generation Why 

by Tony Reeve and -Steve Way 
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Why Ulster 
should vote 


l nationalist parties in Northern Ireland 
to lick their wounds, swallow their pride 
and accept the principle of an early elec- 
tion in Ulster. They might not Jike the 
ides, given that it will delay all-party talks 
still further. They may fear it will renew 
the bigotry of earlier Ulster assemblies. 
And they are angry with John Major for 
sp ringing the idea on them. But they 
should focus not on opposing the idea of 
a poll, but instead upon the kind of body 
it will create. 

This change of tack would represent an 
acknowledgement of political reality. The 
proposal has gained considerable politi- 
cal momentum: it is backed by Mr Major, 
Tony Blair and David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader. More important, an 
election would allow the British govern- 
ment, and in time the Ulster Unionists, 
to drop their precondition that the IRA 
must decommission weapons before all- 
party talks can begin. In short, it offers an 
opportunity for political progress, albeit 
delayed until after the proposed election. 

The signs are that John Hume, leader 
of the mainly Catholic SDLP, has recog- 
nised the need for flexibility. When he 
emerged last night from talks with the 
Prime Minister, his anger seemed to 
have dissipated. He said he was engaged 
in a process of talks that he hoped would 
lead to settlement. Sadly the same cannot 
be said for Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein 
president, who said after his meeting with 
Sir Patrick Mayhew yesterday that he 
remained "implacably'' opposed to an 
election. 

The nationalists' difficulties are under- 
standable. The Catholic minority in 
Northern Ireland fears the return of the 


bogey man of the Unionist-dominated 
Stormont. Hie Dublin government is stil l 
floundering: a snap poll this week foand 
that a majority in the Republic thought 
that northern nationalists should boycott 
the election. John Bruton, the Irish pre- 
mier, yesterday had to defend himself 
against opposition charges that he had 
been outmanoeuvred by Che British. All 
of this reduces the Irish premier’s capac- 
ity to push Sinn Fein towards moderation. 

John Major has much to do to repair 
the damage inflicted on the Anglo-Irish 
relationship. He must distance himself 
from Mr Trimble, who envisages an 
assembly that would meet regularly, have 
committees and function much like its 
predecessors, which collapsed in acri- 
mony. Mr Trimble wants an assembly that 
would operate like a form of legislature. 
Yet this is not the only way forward. 

Mr Major must show that his sympa- 
thies tie closer to the nationalist idea of 
a "virtual assembly”, which would not 
meet in a formal public forum. The poll 
would be used only to elect a group of 
negotiators who would sit down for talks 
in private. It would give them a democ- 
ratic mandate to engage in talks. It would 
not be used to establish a formal assem- 
bly. Such an approach might allay nation- 
alist fears that a new Stormont is being 
created while still engaging the Ulster 
Unionists in the peace process. 

Yesterday Sir Patrick Mayhew suggested 
that he leaned towards this interpretation, 
saying that he did not envisage an assem- 
bly with legislative, administrative or exec- 
utive powers. If Sir Patrick sticks to*his 
word, then Dublin and the SDLP should 
go along with an electron. Sinn Fein could 
not afford to be far behind. 


Say goodbye to the 
British way of death 


/’"tould anything sound more ludicrous? 
X^Another liberation movement is 


being founded - for the dead. Lord 
Young of Darlington, the Labour peer, 
wants us to recognise "dead people’s 
rights". It conjures up images of rows of 
angry corpses demanding better treat- 
ment, their representatives appearing on 
Question Time to argue their case, even 
facing down a sceptical Jeremy Paxman. 
But despite the apparent absurdity of the 
idea. Lord Youngs latest organisation, the 
National Funerals College, has a serious 
and potentially appealing point. 

Most funerals no longer serve their pur- 
pose as a way for the living to say good- 
bye to the deceased. This will ring 
painfully true for any family that has been 
shuffled through a cold crematorium in 
half an hour, subjected to a brief formu- 
laic speech delivered by the clergyman on 
duty, who has never met any of the fam- 
ily before. What should be a catharsis for 
the bereaved, celebrating the life and 
commemorating the death of a loved one. 
too often turns out to be an awkward dis- 
appointment It is a commentary upon the 
inertia of our society that an institution 
so universal and so important could be 
allowed to continue almost regardless of 
whether it is in the spirit of its time. 

Funeral services are still dominated by 
religious traditions that many people no 
longer identify with. Not long ago the 
local priest would have known the 
deceased and his or her family for years: 
the sermon could be personal and mov- 
ing. And most of the congregation would 
have understood and taken comfort 


from the religious imagery that the ser- 
vice invoked. Not so today. 

Only celebrities seem to be able to 
break the rules. When the Labour leader 
John Smith died two years ago the nation 
watched a service in Edinburgh replete with 
tributes from colleagues and a haunting 
psalm sung in Gaelic, followed by a quiet 
famOy burial on Iona. In the Seventies, Elvis 
was buried with a funeral procession of 
white cars to drive him to hs grave. 

These public figures had the advantage 
of having plenty of people to organise 
their funerals. Most of us turn the whole 
thing over to a local funeral director. In 
our confusion and grief we are in no posi- 
tion to plan or make choices about how 
to conduct the service. 

What we need is easy access to a wide 
variety of options - including a few really 
imaginative and personal suggestions - 
and then someone else to do all the organ- 
ising for us. Here there is a real gap in the 
market Where are the alternative funeral 
directors? Where are the companies to 
organise a burial at sea for the aspirant 
sailor, or a memorial game of bingo for 
the avid player. Instead, most people find 
themselves stuck with an undertaker who 
offers tittle more than the funeral equiv- 
alent of a short back and sides. 

Once the baby boomers start dying, the 
market for funerals will change beyond 
recognition. Just as they have redefined 
marriage ceremonies to suit their wishes, 
so they will redefine the ceremonies for 
death. If that and Lord Young's campaign. 
Spell the end of the awful crematorium 
funeral, we should not mourn its passing. 
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■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR * 

Right to representation 


Who is fit to judge who is fit to teach? 


From Mr R. E. Burke 
Sin Surely the Independent con- 
tradicts itself (Leading article: 
"Teachers’ pay is the first lesson", 
26 Januaiy) when, on the one 
hand, it advocates the importance 
of traditional teaching methods, 
while on the other hand it advises 
the Government to reward good 
teachers and to remove those 
who prove unable to do the job. 

If such a pipedream materi- 
alised, then our children would 
be, in too many cases, demoti- 
vated and disenchanted by highly 
paid disciplinarians, many of 
whom today would be classed as 
those teachers unable to do the 
job. The poor teacher finds it easy 
to leach able children in rows: 
such pupils are easy to teach. It 
is the pupils in the average abil- 
ity range that need motivating 
and enthusiastic teachers to 
enable them to achieve their full 
potential. 

■ The issues confronting our 
education system today are not 
teaching methods, but teaching 
conditions: dass size, classroom 
condition and an insistence on a 
return to a provocative dass cul- 
ture - the latter exemplified by 
the renewed debate on selection. 
Yours sincerely, • 

R.E. Burke 
L ondon. W7 
30 January 


It seems to me the beads sel- 
dom do. Their remit does not 
appear to extend to monitoring 
their teachers’ performance in 
the classroom. 

The heads of deportment? They 
are usually full-time teachers 
themselves; they are better placed, 
but do they have the time, not to 
speak of the leadership qualities 
and skills, necessary to support 
develop and monitor improve- 
ment in a team of teachers? 

The teachers themselves? Of 
course they have an opinion 
about their own performance, 
and some may be aware of gaps 
in their repertoire, but does any- 
one seriously ask them about it? 

The pupils? Wtell, it is not usual 
to ask them whether they think 
the teaching is good. I wonder 
why not- Is it a tradition? 

Yours faithfully, 

Gordon Smew' /.. 

Stevenage, Hertfordshire ■ - •• 

26 January ' 


mg to London, the home-grown 
variety are not, even when we are 
able to offer incentives of more 
than £2,000 a year above the 
scale rates. Many students think 
that London is duty, ill-governed, 
crime-ridden, polluted and expen- 
sive, while our schools are undis- 
ciplined and results are poor. 

I don't blame Harriet Harman 
for making her difficult choice, 
but 1 do blame politicians of all 
hues for oversimplifying, and 
thereby belittling, the problems 
that parents and teachers have to 
face. 

Yours faithfully. 

Chris King 
Director of Education 
TimePlan Education Group 
London, N3 
29 Januaiy 


From Mrs Constance Long 


Sir. While.the political parties are 
ich other for low 


From Mr Gordon Symons 
Sir Your leading article says 
"rewarding good teachers well is 


probably the best place to start' 
Yes, I am 


tes, I agree, but, in the existing 
state system, who actually knows 
which teachers are good? 


From Mr Chris King 
Sin When Tbny Blair lists as one 
of his solutions that the "best" 
teachers should be brought into 
"failing .sink comprehensives" 
(“Blair ffast track' scheme for 
schools'’, 29 January), where does 
he think they are coming from? 
Most heads in the greater Lon- 
don area will tel] you that we are 
facing a shortage of teachers in 
the capital. 

As Londoa’s largest supplier of 
temporary teaching staff, we 
recruit in more than 40 British 
training institutions and more 
than 60 abroad. While overseas- 
trained teachers are keen on com- 


blaming ea> 
achievement in schools, I would 
like to suggest that we should go 
back to Dr Spock. 

Dr Spock had the grace to 
withdraw his teachings when he 
saw the effect that they had; but 
the seed had been sown, and ger- 
minated. Spock influenced the 
way that teachers were trained 
and parents behaved towards 
their children right through the 
Sixties and Seventies. 

Now the leading political par- 
ties are in agreement that children 
need a firm hand from day one, 
and more orthodox teaching. 
Yours faithfully, 

Constance Long 
Worthing. West Sussex 
29 January 


EMU crisis is eroding our credibility 


From Mr Giles Radice, MP 
Sir: Malcolm Rifftind’s fellow 
European foreign ministers could 
be forgiven for suspecting his 
motives in talking of a credibility 
crisis for European economic 
and monetary union (“UK fights 
for single currency review", 30 
January) when this crisis has, in 
part been generated by “unat- 
tributable” briefings given by 
government sources. 

Germany's pact to create jobs 


and France’s economic reforms 
are an indication of the serious- 
ness of their intent to introduce 
the single currency, not a reason 
for delay or abandonment Both 
countries are taking action to 
bring about a single currency, and 
we should not underestimate 
their willingness to do more to 
achieve it The prize of low infla- 
tion, low interest rates and low 
employment in Europe which 
the discipline of the single cur- 


rency would foster is not one they 
will easily give up. Nor should we. 

Britain’s track record of non- 
participation is weQ known among 
our continental partners. Sadly, 
the crisis of credibility that the pre- 
sent round of speculation is most 
likely to cause is a criss of Britain's 
credibility in Europe. 

Yours sincerely, 

Giles Radice 
Chairman 

European Movement UK 
London. SW1 
30 January 


Is this a cappuccino I see before me? 


I have always felt that the tradi- 
tional definition of the difference 
between an optimist and a pessimist 
(one says that a bottle of wine is half 
full, the other that it’s half empty) was 
too glib by half, and fairly impracti- 
cal, as very few of us ever have to 
describe a half-empty bottle. Nor 
does it lake into account the slice of 
humanity that is neither optimistic 
□or pessimistic but realistic and will- 
ing to bet that whether the bottle is 
half empty or half full, the wine 
inside must have gone off by now. 

So today I am offering a series of 
new tests to let yourself find out which 
of the three categories you fail into. 
In each test I am putting you into a 
common situation to which there are 
three different reactions, one of which 
you must identify as nearest your own. 
In each case, option (a) is the opti- 
mistic one, (b) is the pessimistic one 
and (c) is the realist's choice. 

OK, let's do the test and tick the 
option that applies to you, so that you 
can a) have a bit of fan, b) find out 
the worst, c) get it over with...l 
1. When you try to back your car into 
® 5“f r 5?' space you know in 

H.**" of hearts 

going to: 



MILES KINGTON 


you are 


behind you. 


whirl, „j;it “ v oenrno you, 

to pLr e »°“* h 


b) back into the car behind you, in 
which the owner is sitting reading 
a paper: 

c) park without hitting any other 
car, lock your car doors and then, 
just as you are walking away, realise 
that you have left the car with two 
wheels on the pavement. 

2. When you go to get your holiday 
photographs back from Boots you 
expect them to be; 

a) as good as usual; 

b ) as bad as usual; 

c) in the hands of the police. 

3. When you pick up a blank video 
lying innocently near your TV set you 
expect it to be: 

a) that classic film you recorded 
recently and which you’ve been 
looking for all over the place; 

b) that classic film you recorded 
recently and which you've been 
looking for all over the place but 
which has now been wiped out by 


your child recording Top of die Pops 
over it; 

c) the programme that you 
recorded by mistake on Channel 4 
ai the very same time as the clas- 
sic film you wanted to record went 
out on BBC! 

4. When you order a cappuccino cof- 
fee you expect to get: 

a) a cappuccino coffee; 

b) a lot of froth and chocolate pow- 
der hiding a very small cup; 

c) some ghastly instant coffee pro- 
duced by hitting a button on a cof- 
fee machine marked (erroneously) 
"cappuccino”. 

5. When the phone rings you 

a) answer it with pleasure; 

b) dread answering it; 

c) let someone else answer it. 

6. When you buy a lotteiy or raffle 
ticket you 

a) think that it might really be lucky 
this time; _ 

b) dread winning it, in case you have 
to be seen collecting the prize; 

c) think of all the other raffle tick- 
ets you keep finding in disused coat 
pockets. 

7. When you approach a door yon 
expect it to; 

a) open automatically as you reach 
‘to 

b) be locked shut; 

c 1 ) need pushing if you pull it. but 


need pulling if you push iL 

8. When you pick up the menu in a 
posh restaurant you automatically; 

a) look for dishes you have never 
tried before; 

b) look for some dish that even a 
posh restaurant can't make a mess 
of; 

c) order a drink before looking at 
the menu. 

9. When you have washed your hands 
in a washroom, and lure round with 
dripping hands to dty them what you 
really expect to see is: 

a) a serving girl banding you a fresh 
towel; 

b) a roller towel with the end of the 
towel hanging out; 

c) lots of other people with drip- 
ping hands looking for some way of 
drying them. 

10. When, while out for a country 
walk, you spot a ago on the path 
ahead of you, you just know that it will: 

a) tell you something you can do; 
*b j tell you something you can't do; 
c) be comprehensible only to 
anglers. 

1 1. When 1 tell you that there will be 
more of this tomorrow you think: 

a) Goody goody! 

b) Not for me there won't be. 
matey; 

c) Well, at least there's nothing 
about Blair or Major in it 


Life in Turkey 


From Mrs Helen Bddevic 
Sir. Although l may be 20 years 
older than Sarah Cook, I can cer- 
tainly empathise with her. 

It is not unusual in Turkey for 
young women to be roamed in 
this way. The impression given is 
that she is living in terrible con- 
ditions but this is normal in small 
towns and villages. There is no 
welfare state, people live on what 
they have, with the extended 
family usually living in the same- 
house, or sharing rooms. 

L too, was married in a Turk- 
ish village last October. There was 
no running water, no "English 
loo". Eveiything was extremely 
basic, but eveiyone was contented 
and didn’t sit around waiting to 
win the lotteiy. They got on with 
their lives, spending time with 
their friends and family. 

I hope Sarah has the sense to 
slay in Turkey. I hate to think of 
the consequences if she is made 
to return to Britain. 

Yours sincerely, 

Helen Beklevjc 
Bristol 
29 January 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Kec 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
independentxajoJo Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


From Mr Vernon Bogdonor 
Sir. Andrew Marr seems not to 
notice that mimsttrrs and civil ser- 
vants are also citizens with as 
much right to fair treatment as 
anyone else ("A matter of repu- 
tation and honour”, 27 January). 
This claim bas been jeopardised 
both by the form of the Scott 
inquiry and by Sir Richard’s 
approach. 

Sir Richard was given the 
option of transforming his inquiry 
into a formal one. He should 
have taken up this option. He 
should also have pressed for 
there to be three judges rather 
than one, or, alternatively, expert 
lay assessors with knowledge of 
the workings of government 
Nearly 30 years ago, the 
Salmon Commission declared 
that 

a witness who has to be subjected 
to an inquisitorial form of 

enquiry should be accord the ele- 
meniaiy right to be represented. 
The right to be represented by 
council arises not because, as 


Marr suggests, “assorted minis- 
ters are retarded inarticulate 
souls, unable to speak for them- 
selves", but because no witness is 
able to appreciate the totality of 
a highly complex picture, nor to 
test, through cross-examination, 
hostile evidence. Sir Richard, 
however, has chosen to interpret 
the Salmon guidelines “flexibhr". 
The Government bas also chosen 
to mount a running commentary 
during the inquiry. The combi- 
nation of the roles of judge, 
detective and prosecutor is not 
one that inspires confidence. 

Ministers can defend them- 
selves publicly against unjust 
accusations. Civil servants - 
ignored in Andrew Marr’ s article 
- enjoy no such luxury and could 
find their careers ruined 
Yours faithfully. 

Vernon Boqdanor 
Brasenose College 
..•Oxford 
27 January 

The wrier is Reader in Govern- 
ment at Oxford Uniwrsity. 


Early steps north 
of the border 


From Mr Mike Mitchell 
Sir. You report (“Dinosaur prints 
found in Scotland”, 27 Januaiy) 
that these were the first such foot- 
prints found north of the border. 
In the Transactions of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh , it was 
reported that Dr Henry Duncan 
(1774-1846), the founder of the 
Savings Bank movement, discov- 
ered quadruped footprints in the 
red sandstone at Corncockle- 
muir, near Lochmabeu. Dun- 
can’s discovery was the subject of 
correspondence between many 

such as WiJliam^Biuddand and 
Adam Sedgwick. I understand 
that samples were cut from the 
site and delivered to Oxford Uni- 
versity. Perhaps they are still 
there. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mke Mitchell 
Manchester 


T&naiste by any 
other name 


A woman’s place 


From Mr Martyn Goff 
Sir Why awoman? asks Alain de 
Bolton (Another View, 26 Janu- 
ary) of the recipient of the 
£30,000 Orange Prize for Fiction. 
Why not? 

Women form a considerable 
percentage of serious novelists. 
They have won the Booker prize 
10 tiroes, while men have won 19 
times; the Whitbread twice and 
men 9 times; the Nobel 9 times 
and men 78 times. Whether that 
is a fair proportion in each case, 
it would be almost impossible to 
say; but why should they not 
have a chance, loo, of competing 
with their own sex? 

Yours faithfully, 

Martyn Goff 
Book Trust 
London. SWI8 


Men bossy? Never 


From Ms Roz De wry 
Sir. Looking at the headline for 
your article an Edwina Gurty 
(“Ms Bossy", 29 Januaiy), I'm left 
wondering if there is such a thing 
as a -Mr Bossy"? Or would he be 
"Mr Get Up And Go", or “Mr 
Speak Your Mind", or even “Mr 
Assertive"? 

Why is being in a commanding 
position that encourages respect 
and attention seen as a negative 
when it comes to women? 

Yours faithfully, 

Roz Denny 
London, SW6 


From Mr Nigel Greenwood 
Sir. How long does it take for an 
Irish term to gain currency on this 
side of the water? We now seem 
to be comfortable with the word 
Tboiseach, despite its outlandish 
spelling. Yet me admirable and 
oonsciei3lk)usD& 
ably referred to in the UK media 
as the "Irish Deputy Prime Min- 
ister", rather than the Tdnaiste. 
The word is relatively easy to spell 
and pronounce and, in any case, 
is already in our dictionaries in the 
form of tanist (”1116 heir apparent 
of a CeltK chieftain,.. usually the 
worthiest of his km"). . 

Yours sincerely, 

Nigel Greenwood 
London, N22 
26 January 


Ad nauseam 


From Mrs M. C. Gaunt __ 

Sir. I agree that it was Caesar 
who aderat forte (or Granada of 
course), while Brutus adsunf iam . 
Brutus was then sic in onfdbrn 
but in my school, Caesar was sic 
in tram. • - 

Yours faithfully, 

Macr Gaunt 
Cardiff 
30 January 


OT sex manual 


From Mrs AlisanLeakey'. 

Sin I remember from ipy long 
past schooldays that you can get 

a lot of information about sex 
from the Old Tfestamet t if you 
know where to. look {Utter, 29 
Januaiy). 

Yours sincerely, 

Alison Leakey 


Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire 


‘Stakeholder’ Iriots 


From Mr Robert Vincem 
Sin 7 bay Blair's desire o make 
us all “stakeholders" sc that we 
may “share” in our ountry’s 
prosperity is most laud ible but 
doomed to failure. An e« rher fis- 
cal attempt to give e;cb and 
every one of us the writing 
opportunity to contribute to our 
society merely excited protests 
and riots. It was (unjpdpuiarty 
known as the poll tax, and pay- 
ments are stflloutstanding. . 
Yours faithfully, 

Robert Vincent 
Wiidbem, Hampshire 
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How to collect a windfall inheritance 

The elderly are offloading assets to avoid paying for care. But why should the state pick up the bill? 


M rDof Mid Glamorgan chuckles 
with satisfaction. He hasn't won 
a lot of money, he has given away a lot. 
It was partly generosity, but it was also 
revenge on the state for cheating him. 
He is one of the growing hordes of 
elderly people rushing to give away 
their assets to their children for fear 
l hat they will otherwise be stripped of 
them to pay for long-term care should 
they need to enter a home. 

Mr D. 77, is not a rich man. He and 
his wife had a house worth £44,000. 
which they handed over to their two 
married daughters two years ago. Mrs 
D is increasingly disabled and found 
the stairs difficult, so they applied to 
the council, which, astonishingly, gave 
them a council home for £35 a week. 
Their daughters are selling the old 
house. This is modest wealth cascad- 
ing down the generations, as promised 
by John Major. 

Today the Law Society is sending 
out bundles of guidance to solicitors, 
inviting them to seminars on how to 
advise elderly clients who are queue- 
ing up for help in avoiding future care' 
charges. Age Concern has been 
flooded with inquiries in recent 
months after news that 4D,fX>0 old 
people's houses have been seized by 
social services in the past year. 

The law says that anyone’ with assets 
of more than £16.000 will be charged 
fees for their residential or nursing 
home. The money is usually taken from 
the value of their homes. The wheeze 
of giving everything away in advance 
has to be well planned, and even then 
the law is far from clear. If social ser- 
vices smell a rat, they can accuse some- 
one of having “deliberately deprived" 


Out 


themselves of their money in order to 
make a claim upon the state. If the 
money is given away six months before 
the old person goes into a home, at a 
Ume when they were reasonably fit. 
then they may get away with iL If not, 
the money can be reclaimed from the 
person to whom it was given. 

The Law Society’s guidelines tell 
solicitors that there is “no foolproof 
way of avoiding the value of the home 
being taken into account in means-test- 
ing. Generally, the intention behind 
the gift is the most important factor." 

They warn that as local authorities 
discover this huge flight of capital from 
elderly parents to children they will get 
tougher. Under the Insolvency Act, 
the slate can claim back money given 
at any time if the intent was to avoid 
paying. 

Then there is the King Lear prob- 
lem. Do you trust your children? Itch- 
ing to gel their hands on the money, 
they might decide that perhaps you 
would be happier in a nice, cosy old 
folks' home, so they can sell the house 
that is now in their name. The Law 
Society warns solicitors “to ensure 
your clients fully understand the risks 
and consequences" and to assess 
whether they arc “subject to undue 
influence From family and friends". 
There have already been cases of bit- 
ter regret and family rows. 

Mr D’s motivation was mainly to 
ensure that his daughters got the ben- 
efit of his life's savings. But he also 
bums with political indignation. He 
used to be a minor NHS administra- 
tor. “I paid my taxes all ray life and ! 
expected to be paid for if we needed 
care," he says. "That was the deal. But 
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There is the King 
Lear problem: do you 
trust your children? 


they have shut down two hospitals in 
this area, with a lot of beds for the 
elderly, turning them out of the NHS 
to make them pay in private homes. I 
won't do iL" 

This is the grey rebellion that both 
the Government and Labour fear. 
“Con pay but damned if we will" is the 
new grey slogan. The law has not 
changed since the 1948 National Assis- 
tance Act, which said clearly that 
those who could afford it should pay 
for any non-NHS care. But two things 
have changed: the NHS has all but 
withdrawn from free long-term care; 
and at the same time many more old 
people have got rich. According to the 
General Household Survey, more 
than (Hi per cent of households over 65 
arc owner-occupiers. 

_ Afraid of the angry grey vole, politi- 
cians arc rushing to find ways to pro- 
tect the principle of inheritance. Frank 
Field MP has a scheme, and this week 


the left-wing Institute for Public Bal- 
ky Research (IPPRJ published a menu 
of plans with varying degrees of state 
subsidy. 

The scale of the problem looks 
frightening. Average stay before death 
in a nursing home is two years, or three 
in a residential home, at a total cost of 
£30,000 to £40,000. Hie state's contri- 
bution stands at 1.8 per cent of national 
income, but by 203 1 it will be 5 percent 
- not a burden that taxpayers present 
or future will be willing to pay. So pri- 
vate cover looks like the only answer. 

But is it? To pay into a fund over a 
lifetime would be exceedingly expen- 
sive. Younger people struggling with 
mortgage and family find a pension 
hard to pay. Care insurance would 
seem crazily irrelevant. And they 
would be right. Everyone retires, but 
only one in 20 old people ever goes 
into a home. The rest die in their beds 
or in hospital after a brief illness. 

We are a nation of gamblers, and 
those arc pretty good odds. Pay noth- 
ing and hope for the best If the worst 
comes to the worst and you go into 
care, you will have to sell your home 
and you won’t get to hand on your 
money to your children. 

But do they really need it? They will 
probably be in iheir fifties, with most 
of their mortgage paid. So what do 
they need the money for. except lux- 
uries? Old people remembering the 
hardship of their own earlier days 
often imagine their children worse off 
than they are. The money will usually 
go on foreign holidays ana a better car, 
while the taxpayer picks up the care 
bill that the family should have paid. 

If. like Mr D, you are angry with the 


state for failing to keep its cradle-to- 
grave promise, the" other option is to 
spend, spend, spend. Blow the lot, 
cruise ana booze, winter in the Costa 
del Sol. buy yourself a floozy or a 
gigolo, have fun. 

That is. of course, antisocial advice. 
But many old people now rushing to 
their solicitors to divest themselves of 
their money should pause for thought. 
Why should the taxpayer fork out? It 
is no good whingeing about welfare 
state promises made 50 years ago. The 
state can’t pay and that’s that. I ns tead, 
remember that all life isa lottery, good 
health above all. Your children have 
a 19 out of 20 chance of cashing in 
when you die, but they could be 
unlucky" ■ Tough. 

This week’s EPPR scheme, the roost 
imaginative so far. would spread the 
risk among pensioners. On retire- 
ment they would surrender a portion 
of the value of their house (estimated 
at 45 per cent of an average home val- 
ued at £60,000). The money would 
only be realised by the insurance com- 
pany on your death, or if you went into 
a home - in which case the company 
would cover all your bills. The rest of 
the value would pass to your heirs. But 
at 20 to one, wouldn’t the gamble be 
the wiser course? 

Some 30 per cent of pensioners will 
always be poor, never Wring earned 
enough for a pension, let alone care 
insurance, so the slate will always have 
to pay for them, one way or another. . 
But the rest who have capital will sim- 
ply have to pay up, if the fickle finger 
of fate points at them. Now all we need 
is for politicians of any party to be brave 
enough to stand up and tell them so. 


The British government must reappraise its response to the Mitchell report, argues Garret FitzGerald 


T he British government's 
reaction to last week's 
Mitchell report on decommis- 
sioning of paramilitary arms has 
been greeted in nationalist Ire- 
land with a combination of 
incredulity and anger. To many 
people in Britain, in turn, this 
seems an excessive, even per- 
verse, response to what has 
been presented as a simple 
proposal to hold a democratic 
election in Northern Ireland. 
As so often in the past, a gulf 
of misunderstanding now 
divides our two peoples. 

The Mitchell commission has 
been widely seen as a means of 
getting the British government 
off its self-imposed hook of 
requiring a start to arms decom- 
missioning as a precondition for 
the commencement of all-party 
talks - a precondition the IRA 
had never been prepared to 
concede. If the Mitchell rec- 
ommendations enabled this 
precondition to be bypassed, the 
way would be dear to imple- 
ment the solemnly agreed “firm 
aim" of the two governments to 
initiate - by the end of Febru- 
ary - aJU-party talks in which 
Sinn Fein would be included. 

The immediale Irish reaction 
. to the Mitchell report was 
enthusiastic because it seemed 
to show a way through the 
deadlock that for almost 18 
months had held up negotia- 
tions towards a Northern Ire- 
land settlement. The report 
recognised explicitly that “the 
reality with which all concerned 
must deal [is that] decommis- 
sioning prior to such negotia- 
tions ... will not happen", and 
recommended instead that the 
parties “should affirm their total 
and absolute commitment" to 
six democratic principles. 

These prmripJes (see below) 
were particularly welcomed in 
Ireland because for the first 
tim e they would pin down Sinn 
Fein, and through it the IRA, to 
a totally democratic agenda, 
free of the ambiguities that have 
hitherto marked all utterances 
from these sources. When taken 
in conjunction with a proposal 
for some decommission ingdur - 
ing the negotiating process - 
instead of at the end of it, as 
Sinn Fein had sought to insist — 
these principles seemed a poten- 
tially acceptable substitute for 
the unrealistic precondition that 
decommissioning should start 
before the talks began. 

Difficult though it might be 
for Sinn Fein and the IRA to 
swallow this unpalatable 
Mitchell package, the initial 






Martin McGuinness (left) and Gerry Adams yesterday 


positive-sounding reaction to 
the report from Gerry Adams 
- in advance of John Major's 
own statement last Thursday - 
seemed to suggest that he 
believed this might be possible. 

Most Irish people see the 
Prime Minister’s statement, 
just four hours after the report 
was published, as having let 
Sinn rein off the Mitchell hook 
by ignoring the report’s tough 
recommendations and instead 
introducing a fresh precondi- 
tion to all-party tails, viz the 
implementation of the Lister 
Unionist Party’s proposal for 
Northern Ireland elections. 

The Irish government is. of 
course, prepared to discuss this 
election proposal during the all- 
party talks. What the Irish gov- 
ernment is not prepared to 
accept is that the governments’ 
jointly agreed “firm aim” of 


starting talks at the end of Feb- 
ruary should be subverted by 
malting the time-consuming 
implementation of such an 
electoral process a precondition 
for the start of these talks. 


set up as a negotiating instru- 
ment; the likelihood that elec- 
tions could fail to provide rep- 
resentation for small parties 
dose to loyalist paramilitaries; 
and the possibility that within 


The Mitchell principles would pin 
down Sinn Fein, and through it the 
IRA, to a totally democratic agenda 


Wi thin the all-party frame- 
work the Irish side would want 
to tease out several problems 
and dangers that could arise 
from the establishment of an 
elected body in Northern Ire- 
land at this stage. These include 
the potentially adversarial 
character, and capacity for fil- 
ibustering, of an elected body 


such an elected body an 
attempt might be made by 
Unionists to wrest control of 
the North/South strand of the 
all -party negotiations from the 
two governments, with a view to 
blocking North/South co-oper- 
ation. 

An attempt has been made 
to suggest that the introduction 


Photograph; Pacemaker 

of this fresh delaying precon- 
dition for all-party talks is com- 
patible with, or even part of, the 
Mitchell recommendations. 
But this is simply not true. 

The report’s only reference 
to elections in Northern Ire- 
land is confined to the carefully 
worded statement that “if it 
were broadly acceptable, with 
an appropriate mandate, and 
within the three-strand struc- 
ture, an elective process could 
contribute to the building of 
confidence". 

Despite a belated attempt by 
the Secretary of State for North- 
ern Ireland on Monday to sug- 
gest that the British government 
has “accepted all the recom- 
mendations in the Mitchell 
report", the feet is that for the 
moment at least it has rejected 
them - a point which Sir Patrick 
Mayhew himself had inadver- 


The six principles of the Mitchell Commission 






T he Millennium Commission s 
decision to turn down thepro- 
posal for the Cardiff Bay Opera 
House is disappointing both for toe 
opera-going public in Wales and also 
for people like me who would sing in 
iL I am fortunate in that 1 am asked 
to sing in many of the world s most 
famous opera houses, such as the 
Metropolitan Opera m New ^rk 
and the Vienna Siaatsoper. Next year 
I make mv operatic debut at La Scafa, 
Milan, then in 1999 1 will sing my first 
Faistaff at Sydney Opera House. 

« All these opera houses have earned 

their reputation and now have 
established place in the ^rld of tiie 
performing arts. Wales, altionghiU 5 
a small country, has a long histcny ot 


Let me sing in my own country 


producing fine singers. In recent 
memory, Stuart Burrows, the late Sir 
Geraint Evans, Margaret Price and 
Dame Gwynneth Jones have all 
enjoyed major international careers. 

\\4les also has, in Welsh National 
Opera, a company that in a relatively 
short period of tune has established 
standards of performance that are the 
equal of many more famous and 
longer established opera companies. 
Yet, despite this cultural heritage, we 
are not able to provide Welsh 
National Opera with the permanent 
venue it deserves and which is caps- 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Bryn Terfel 

ble of staging opera on a scale that is 
possible in most of the other capital 
cities of Europe. The country that has 
contributed so much to the world of 
opera could be destined to remain the 
poor relation in terms of being able 
to use the fine singers it produces. 

I h«d been discussing the possi- 
bility of being involved in the open- 


ing of the new opera house in Cardiff 
by singing the title role in Wagner’s 
flying Dutchman. It is a very exciting 
proposal for any singer, let alone a 
Welshman returning to his own coun- 
try - and wfaat-a marvellous way for 
Wales to celebrate the millennium. A 
new opera bouse for a deserving pub- 
lic and a major landmark in my 
career as part of the celebration. It 
would have made me very proud to 
be part of it. 

. The Wagner repertoire is some- 
thing I shall be moving into over the 
coming years, yet the current facilities 


teatly conceded in the Com- 
mons last Thursday when he 
justified the Government’s 
stance on the grounds that “1 
happen to know that Unionists 
will not be there or the terms 
that hme been put forward by 
MitchelT (my emphasis). 

Where can we go from 
here? There seem to be some 
grounds for believing that the 
British government may not 
initially have intended to lake 
such a negative position on the 
Mitchell recommendation. It 
seems the original intention 
may have been for the Secre- 
tary of State to make a hold- 
ing statement in the Com- 
mons last Wednesday. The 
Prime Minister’s decision to 
make a more definitive state- 
ment himself may have been 
precipitated by fears of reac- 
tions within his own party to a 
damaging leak of the com- 
mission's report in a Dublin 
paper last Wednesday morn- ! 
ing. This was accompanied by i 
speculation that unhelpfully i 
presented the anticipated | 
British government accep- 
tance of the Mitchell recom- ' 
mendations as a “climbdown". ] 

If in fact the British govern- j 
meat's reaction to die report 
was motivated by short-term I 
considerations of this kind 
rather than being the fruit of 
considered strategy, then second 
thoughts might open the way for 
some modification of its appar- 
ent new election preconditian to 
the start of the- all-party talks. 

The British government wifl 
certainly be under strong Amer- 
ican pressure to find some way 
out of this new cul-de-sac as, 
indeed, has already been sug- 
gested by Mr Mitchell's state- 
ment after his meeting with 
President Clinton on Monday 
that “The President _. hoped 
that the parties would reach 
agreement and allow the talks 
to take place as scheduled", viz 
by the end of February. 

A possible way ahead would 
be for the Mitchell principles to 
be accepted by all, and for 
talks involving all the parties to 
take place soon on the issue of 
a possible role for an electoral 


could be made with this pro- 
posal, all-party talks on the 
actual issues could start at the 
end of February, accompanied, 
as suggested by the Mitchell 
report, by some decommis- 
sioning of arms. 

The writer was Prime Minister of 
Ireland from 1981 to 1987. 


available to Welsh National Opera at 
the New Theatre in Cardiff and other 
relatively small theatres in the 
provinces, make it impossible to stage. 

I have a very full diary of engage- 
ments over the next six to seven years, 
and that there is little possibility of 
a return to Wales for my roles in 
future is very sad. There are other 
possibilities, including an offer from 
the Metropolitan Opera in New York 
for the time I would have spent per- 
forming Dutchman in Cardiff. But I 

know where I would rather be on St 
David’s Day in the year 2000 - on 
home soil. 

The author is an international bass- 
baritone. 


Making student 
loans pay off 

Gareth Roberts proposes a solution 
to the universities’ funding crisis 


T be Budget announcement 

last November of further 
cuts in higher education fu n di n g, 
including a massive 47 per cent 
cut in capital spending in Eng- 
land, left vice-chancellore angry. 

Over the last few years uni- 
versities have delivered what the 
Government asked for - a sub- 
stantial move to a high-quality, 
mass higher education system. 
We have continued to provide 
a high-quality service with less 
and less money available for 
each student - down 28 per cent 
since 1989. 

However, we have now 
reached the limit for further 
“efficiency gains". The pres- 
sures on staff have been enor- 
mous, and with no reward. 

Yet we are faced with further 
cuts which will have a serious 
effect on our ability to maintain 
the quality of teaching that stu- 
dents expect, and on our abil- 
ity to retain the high calibre 
staff who deliver this service. 

It is neither in the country's 
interest, nor that of the uni- 
versities, to damage the quality 
of our service. Not only is it vital 
that we continue to produce 
world-class graduates, but it is 
also important that UK uni- 
versities continue to attract stu- 
dents from around Lhe world. 

There is a solution to this 
dilemma of main taining quality 

in the light of increasing pres- 
sures on public funding. It is one 
which vice-chancellors have 
been pressing on all political par- 
ties for the past two or three 
years. The Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals has 
proposed a new system of loans 
which would enable graduates to 
pay back part of the costs of then- 
education, according to the 
income they earn after they have 
left university. 

Not only would this help to 
relieve pressure on public fund- 
ing. but it would also provide a 
support scheme for part-time 
students and others who already 
pay their own tuition fees. 

This idea Is already operat- 
ing in other countries, notably 
Australia, where it has not lim- 
ited either the number of uni- 
versity applicants or the range 
of people applying to take a 
university course. What is frus- 
trating for vice-chancellors is 
that none of the principal polit- 
ical parties seems to have the 
courage to explore the idea. 

Until this nettle is grasped, 
we have no option but to con- 
rider how we can decrease costs 
or increase income. 

At our meeting on Friday, 
my executive committee and I 
will be proposing two mea- 
sures with great reluctance. 

The first is to increase 
income by introducing a special 
registration levy on new stu- 
dents as they enter university. 


We are not proposing that the 
levy be introduced until 1997. 
The size of the levy would be 
determined by the size of the 
government cuts for that year. 

We would prefer to continue 
to offer courses to full-time stu- 
dents at no cost to themselves. 
If a contribution is to be made, 
we would prefer a proper loan 
scheme enabling graduates to 
repay their contribution accord- 
ing to their ability to pay. 

This suggested levy is in no 
sense a substitute for a proper 
funding scheme. Indeed, if we 
could see measurable progress 
to a longer-term solution, we 
would rescind the levy imme- 
diately. However, we have to 
balance our budgets like any 
other organisation. 

The levy would not apply to 

Further cuts will 
have a serious 
effect on quality 


part-time students and others 
who already pay their fees, and 
we would use part of the income 
lo bolster support access arrange- 
ments for poorer students. 

Our second proposal is 
designed to reduce the cost to 
institutions of the current dupli- 
cate quality assurance schemes 
- one operated by the funding 
councils and the other by our 
own agency, the Higher Edu- 
cation Quality Council. 

We are working closely with 
these bodies to design a new 
scheme, at the Government’s 
instigation, to eliminate dupli- 
cation of resources. Meanwhile 
we just cann ot afford to con- 
tinue to lose from teaching 
duties the 15,000 person days 
supplied to these schemes. We 
will continue to work with oth- 
ers in developing a new UK- 
wide single system of quality 
assurance. 

It is for each of our members' 
institutions to consider bow to 
respond to the planned cuts. 
Only in December will we take 
a final decision on implement- 
ing these proposals, and that 
wul depend on the response 
from the politicians. 

However, we believe that 
only by malting these proposals 
can we best demonstrate to 
students, employers, and par- 
ents and relatives, as well as 
politicians themselves, that the 
potential damage to quality 
from the cuts planned for the 
next few years is real, foolish 
and shortsighted. 

The writer is vice-chancellor of 
the University of Sheffield and 
chairman of the Committee of 
Vice-Chancellors and Principals. 


We’ll make 
one for you 

for only £429. 


and then give yon 3 weeks ■ 
to make sure yon like it. 

Choose any of the sumptuous, handcrafted, furniture 
exclusive to the Kirkdaie brochure and we'll give you 
21 days to sit on your decision. If you are not 
delighted we win take it back and give you a full 
refund. And because we make afl our own furniture 
to exacting standards, we can guarantee the 
craftsmanship and quality for 2 years. What’s more, 
by only seffmg direct, you save hundreds of pounds 
on shop prices. Now's the time to send for your 
Kirkdaie brocfxire. MamewtoMSwarBunae m 


Please said me your new free colour brochure. 


Kirkdaie Hail Older Lid, 
Gwalia Vforks, Factory Road, 
Bzynmawz, Cmnt NP3 4DP. 
Telephone: 01495 312233. 1 
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Hanson to break up into four companies 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


Hanson is to break itself up in 
a stunning acknowledgment 
that the logic which drove the 
diverged group for 30 years is 
no longer working. 

The tobacco, chemicals, en- 
ergy and building group, that 
atone than an y other company 
grew to epitomise the deal- 
spinning 1980s, is to end its life 
as a conglomerate within a 
year, demerging itself into four 


turns to the stock market as part 
of an energy business that takes 
in Peabody Coal of the US. 






separately quoted companies 

Lord Hanson, who founded 
his eponymous empire through 
the 1965 reverse takeover of a 
small agricultural supplier, said; 
“We are making this exciting 
and radio] move to create 
even greater management and 
growth opportunities, to im- 
prove the operations, prof- 
itability and long-term 
prospects of these four big busi- 
nesses." 

That gloss was not shared by 
the company's observers, how- 
ever, who have viewed the 
break-up as confirmation of 
the failure of the very concept 
of conglomerates, one of the 
dominant corporate ideas of the 
past three decades. In keeping 
with the rest of the diversified 
industrials sector. Hanson has 
consistently underperformed 
the rest of the stock market 
since the beginning of the 1990s 
as investors switched into more 
focused groups. 

Despite yesterday's 7p rise in 
the share price to 21 Up, Han- 
son's shares are worth less to- 


day than at the beginning of 
1990. Over the past five years, 
they have lost 35 per cent of 
. their value relative to the wider 
market 

The demerger, mastermind- 
ed by merchant bank Roth- 
schilds. is bound to create a 
bonanza in professional fees. It 
is the largest corporate break- 


There will also be a stand- 
alone chemicals company, com- 
prising SCM, recent acquisition 
Quantum and the remaining 
stake in Suburban Propane. 

The Hanson name win live on 
as a rump bufidinjg materials 
business whose principal sub- 
sidiaries include ARC, Hanson 
Brick and the company's 12_5 
per cent stake in the National 
Grid. It will be the only one of 
the four companies to be 
chaired by Lord Hanson, who 
confirmed that he would step 
down as planned in 1997. With 
the succession still unresolved ■ 
in the core business, attention 
focused again on the role of 
Lord Hanson’s son, Robert 

The break-up is a victory for 
Derek Bonham, Jenson’s chief 
executive and the proposed 
chairman of Imperial and the 
energy company. Like many of 
his peers in the sector, he has 
long argued for a narrowing of 
Hanson's interests and was a 
driving force behind the de- 
merger of US Industries. 

Mr Bonham said yesterday: 
“The USl demerger demon- 
strated that increased focus 
works and I am sure itwiQ work 
for us. However, this is a 
gigantic exercise and although 
we’ve started that work, much 
more lies ahead.” 

The complexity of the deal is 
increased by the Anglo-Amer- 
ican balance of Hanson, created 
by the 1973 move to the US of 
co-founder Lord White and al- 
ways touted as one of the con- 
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glomerate's greatest strengths. 
The listings of the newly- 
created companies will also be 
split between the US and 
Britain. 

Hanson, often accused of as- 
set -stripping and failing to in- 
vest in its subsidiaries, has 
always seen itself as a raarimiser 
or liberator of shareholder 
value locked into underper- 
forming companies. 

In its hey-day the company 
rode on the back of an un- 
matched deal-making reputa- 
tion as Lord Hanson and Lord 
White, who died last August, 
created a transatlantic group 
with interests ranging from to- 
bacco to timber. But its market 
rating languished as its earnings 
growth ran into the sand 


up since ICI spun off Zeneca in 
1993 and will create four com- 


1993 and will create four com- 
panies, all with sales of more 
than £2bn. Hanson sharehold- 
ers will receive shares in each. 

Imperial Group, the Em- 
bassy and Lambert & Butler to- 
bacco group which Hanson 
acquired in 1986 at the height 
of the group’s expansion, will re- 
gain its stock market quote. 
Eastern Group, the former re- 
gional electricity company, re- 
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The fractured legacy of a 30-year-old empire 
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Put together over the past 10 years since 
the 1986 acquisition of SCM, the chem- 
icals company will also Include success- 
ful recent acquisition Quantum and the 35 
per cent of Suburban Propane left over from 
last year's flotation of the domestic gas 
company. 


Rising American star Bill Landuyt will be 
chairman and chief executive of the New 'fork 


§ noted business. Sales in the year to 
eptember 1995 of £2.02bn yielded op- 
erating profits of £591m. 


The return of a familiar name to the stock- 
market, a bitter final twist to an acrimo- 
nious 1986 bid battle. Britain's second 
largest manufacturer of tobacco products, 
its principal brands include, Regal, Em- 
bassy, John Player Special and Lambert 
& Butler. • 

Derek Bonham takes the chair with 
Ronald Fulforci as chief executive. Sales 
last year were £3.57bn with operating 
profits of £348m. 


A creation of the 1990s, the new compa- 
ny puts the American coal mining operations 
or Peabody, Southern Ohio Coal and Costain 
Coal with last year's £2.5bn agreed takeover 
of Eastern Group, the former regional elec- 
tricity company. Management or the group 
is split between Eastern former head John 
Devaney and irl Engelhardt from Peabody. 
Derek Bonham oversees as chairman. 
Energy would have made profits of £460m 
from sales of £3.53bn had it been a part 
of the group for the full year. 


The name lives on as a focused building 
materials and equipment group, with sales 
of £2.3bn giving operating profits of £286m. 
Lord Hanson holds onto the chair until his 


planned retirement next year. Christopher 
Collins is his deputy witn former finance 


Collins is his deputy witn former finance 
director Andrew Dougal chief executive. 
Subsidiary companies include ARC, Cor- 
nerstone Construction, crane business 
Grove, Hanson Brick ana Hanson's holding 
in the National Grid. 


Slowdown signals send 
Wall Street to record 


Senior KPMG partner earned £740000 


ROGER TRAPP 


£180,000 -made up of £125,000 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


New signs of economic slow- 
down in the US delighted the 
financial markets yesterday - 
sending shares on will Street to 
a new record and the lifting the 
dollar to its highest level for 
nearly two years. 

Hopes that the US Federal 
Reserve will cut interest rates 
today at the end of a key policy 
meeting were boosted by news 
of sluggish retail sales at Christ- 
mas and a drop in consumer 
confidence to its lowest level for 
almost two years. 

The Dow Jones index 
jumped more than 50 points by 
midday to a new high of 
535536. The dollar climbed 

nearly a yen to ¥10 7 JO, a 23- 
month high against the Japan- 
ese currency and headed above 


DM1.49 from D MI .4813, 
helped by worries about the 
state of the German economy. 

economists are divided^bout 
whether the Fed wffl act to stim- 
ulate the economy today. 

Josh Feinman, an economist 
at Bankers Thist, said: “Con- 
sumer spending was sluggish in 
the fourth quarter. This keeps 
the Fed in easing mode.” How- 
ever, he said the central bank 
might wait until its next policy 
meeting on 26 March. 

The Fed cut its key Federal 
Funds rate ty a quartet point to 
5-5 per cent on 19 December, 
the first reduction since last July. 

Separately, further signs that 
the Japanese economy is on the 
path to recovery took shares in 
Tokyo to a 17 month high yes- 
terday. Figures on vacancies and 
unemployment were slightly 


belter than expected. The 
Nikkei index rose more than 133 
points to 20,722.44. 

Retail sales in the US crept 
up by only 03 per cent in De- 
cember, despite savage price 
cuts in the run up to Christmas. 
The increase was less than an- 
alysts had predicted, and was 
anyway inflated by a surge in car 
sides. - itself smaller than ex- 
pected. The 4.9 per cent growth 
in retail sales last year as a whole 
was the slowest s'mee 1991, at 
the end of the recession. 

American consumer confi- 
dence this month has fallen to 
its lowest since March 1994, ac- 
cording to the Conference 
Board. The confidence index 
fell to 87.0 from 99.2 in 
December. The recent bliz- 
zards and the government shut- 
down were both said to have 
contributed to the big decline. 


Colin Shannan, senior partner 
of KPMG, was paid a total of 
nearly £740,000 in the year to 
September 1995, according to 
the first publication of a lead- 
ing accountancy firm's financial 
results. 

The package was made up of 
“executive remuneration" of 
£438,000 for doing the job of 
senior partner, £125,000 of pen- 
sion contributions and “pro- 
prietorship profit” of £176,753. 
Some speculation had put Mr 
Sharman's earnings rather high- 
er, with some suggesting that the 
figure might be more than £lm. 

Details of the pay scales are 
disclosed for the first time to- 
day in the firm's accounts. 
These showed one person re- 
ceiving executive remuneration 
of between £350,000 and 
£375,000 and two receiving be- 
tween £325,000 and £350,000. 


executive remuneration, prop- 
rietorship profit of £31,000 and 


£24,000 in pension contribu- 
tions. Pre-tax profits at the firm 
fell 28 per cent, to £I7.9m, in 
the year on revenue up 6.8 per 
cent at £588.7m. 

The firm said the fall in prof- 
its reflected “the competitive na- 


Leadirig commercial 
barrister . 

• flm-plus 

Top City solicitor 

•■■•■.* 500,000 

Merchant banter 

£ 700,000 

Chief executive of large 
UK company 

£375,000 

KPMG partner (average] 

£ 180,000 


The average total profit share 
for each of the 565 partners was 


KPMG senior partner 

' £ 740,000 


fare of our marketplace and our 
continuing investment in peo- 
ple and services”. Tbe cost of 
professional indemnity insur- 
ance cover had also gone up, 
while future profits Would be tut 
by the costs of incorporation, 
particularly having to pay Na- 
tional Insurance contributions 
on partners' earnings it added. 

The publication of the ac- 
counts is part of KPMG's plan 
to make its audit arm a limited 
liability company in an attempt 
to stave off a bankruptcy-threat- 
ening legal action. 

Mr Shannan accepted that 
most people would feel that his 
earnings were high and said he 
did not want to suggest that he 
and his colleagues were pau- 
pers. But he added that he 
thought many would have ex- 
pected the figures to be higher. 
“This is not a bonanza,” he said, 
pointing out that the proportion 
of staff earning more than 
£100.000 a year - between 
500-600 out of a total of fly 500 


- was a much smaller propor- 
tion than in merchant hanks, for 
example. 

Equally, it is generally ac- 
cepted timt senior lawyers’ pay 
is much higher. According to the 
latest estimates from Legal 
Business magazine, profits per 
partner at two City firms are 
nearly £400,000. 



No pauper: Colin Shannan, 
senior partner of KPMG 


One factor holding back the 
partners’ take-home pay that is 
not fully explained in the ac- 
counts is the capital contribu- 
tions they have to make. These 
start from the time a partner is 
appointed and eventually reach 
szx figures. 

The money is repaid on the 
partner’s retirement— but with- 
out interest This means that 
partners do not enjoy the op- 
portunities for capital growth 
available to directors of mer- 
chant banks or public compa- 
nies, who can benefit from 
stock options. 

Mr Shannan believes that 
this is one reasons increasing 
numbers of partners at ac- 
countancy firms are leaving to 
become finance directors of 
banks and other corporations 

Though KPMG had lost four , 
such people in recent mouths, 
changing the -ethos ofth c or- 
ganisation would take it away 
from the key role of providing 


Watchdog investigates British Gas supply cuts 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


Of gas, the gas industry watch- 
dog, has launched an investi- 
gation iato British Gas cuts in 
supply to power stations and 
other large users during the cold 
spell. The reductions in supplies 
to some power stations caused 
outrage and concern at the 


weekend, with the National 
Grid Company warning of po- 
tential power cuts. 

At the same time the Elec- 
tricity Association, the industry's 
trade body, is thought to haw 
complained to the Grid for 
over-estimating the possibility 
of power cuts and causing un- 
necessary alarm. The Grid said 
last night that it “strenuously de- 


nies over-reaction”, saying that 
it followed normal procedures 
in warning electricity firms that 
there could be problems ahead 
if the cold weather continued. 

Ofgas has asked British Gas's 
pipeline arm, TransCo, if the 
breaks in supply to some cus- 
tomers were justified at a time 
when there is plenty of gas 
available in the marketplace. 


Many large users pay less for gas 
in return for agreeing to inter- 
ruptions at times of very high 
demand fait the watchdog is also 
demanding a full explanation of 
how the company derided who 
should be cut off and when, and 
bow quickly the supply should 
be restored. 

Ofgas is thought to have sent 
two separate requests for in- 


formation to TransCo after the 
initial response failed to address 
its concerns. British Gas argues 
that large users on tbe special 
low cost deals were warned 
weeks ago that “interruptible 
contracts are just that”. 

The inquiry coincides with an 
investigation by Offer, the elec- 
tricity regulator, over the power 
station supply problems. There 


is growing concern that, in tbe 
post-privatisation era, there is 
no one with the ultimate re- 
sponsibility for keeping the 
lights burning. Offer has asked 
National Power, PowerGen and 
other generators to explain why 
they have fuel supply problems 
and whether they have back- 
stops if there is a problem with 
availability of gas. 
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OUR BASE LENDING 
RATE “BASE BATE” IS 
REDUCED FROM 

11% to 10.5% 
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Growing four arms won’t reassure the sceptics 
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‘Hanson will have a 
lot of explaining to do 
over the months 
ahead. Quite a 
number of 
shareholders have 
yet to be convinced 
that a big disposal, 
say of the tobacco 
division, might not 
have been the better 
approach' 


H iinuslly. Thu things you have to do to 
S 4 -’ 1 notict'd these days. After years of 
wowing the City with flic ever mure daring 
and sucuhfe lake over, it all went wrong for 
Hanson in ihe early loufls when the two 
Lords whi i made Hanson into a iVSOs won- 
h s,n £k decided to take on ICI. Hanson’s 
fh -u Ve lan fi u “hedever since. Not even 
ne L_ ?hn acquisition of Eastern Electric]- 
iv could revive ihem. Relative to the rest of 
me Mi ick market they continued lo plummet, 
a deeply ironic turn of events fur a compa- 
ny whose whi ilc raison d’etre was shareholder 
value and making the assets sweat. 

»n the .meantime Hanson has become a 
byword lor the boring old. oversized con- 
glomerate. True. Lord Hanson has managed 
to keep himself in the press, but only a string 
of personally bylined and increasingly loony 
articles on anything that takes his fancy. His 
columns, an unkind critic might say. are as 
unfocused as his company. Now he Jias dune 
i something guaranteed to earn a headline or 
| two — a four way demerger of Hanson which 
allows him and his son. Robert, to reinvent 
the old Hanson in one of his parts. Lord 
Hanson and his chief executive. Derek Bon- 
ham. have been making valiant efforts to 
streamline Hanson into its core business sec- 
tors for some years now. Demerger is the 
logical conclusion to that work but is this 
really the right approach? Other acquisitive 
creations or the 1980s. notably BTR and 
Williams, have managed to cast off the con- 
glomerate label by transforming themselves i 


into industrial manufacturing companies, a 
process which for BTR has involved mure 
than £3bn of disposals. This was always going 
to be more difficult fur Hanson! which 
despite a substantial programme of asset 
1 sales and disposals including the prototype 
demerger of US Industries, still remains a 
group of wholly unrelated businesses. 

The more rudkal demerger now proposed 
will address that problem at least, creating 
four companies which individually have 
some kind of commercial and industrial logic 
lo them. But will it make much difference 
to shareholder value? Ironically, the inspi- 
ration for this demerger was the success of 
the ICI-Zencca separation, which was itself 
in part a response tv Hanson's unsuccess- 
ful siege of the group. There the justifica- 
tion was that once freed from one another, 
the two arms would be able to respond in a 
more savvy and flexible way to changes and 
opportunities in their respective industries. 

Hanson’s case for demerger is much the 
same. A more dramatic change of tack and 
philosophy is hard lo imagine- for Hanson 
was famously built on the premise ihut the 
nature of the underlying businesses wax 
wholly irrelevant provided they are run 
efficiently in the interests of shareholders. 
With the' carnivore now evolved into I turn- » 
bering great herbivore, the life cycle of this j 
particular conglomerate seems finally to be 
complele. But though Hanson may have lost 
its way. it is by no means clear that the four 
offspring are going to fairanv belter. Detail 


of the breakup is necessarily thin on ihe 
ground at this stage. However, it is hard to 
see just why four quite highly geared suc- 
cessors of Hanson should collectively be 
worth any more than ihe old Hanson. Fur- 
thermore shareholders lose the advantages 
of Hanson’s centralised Treasury and lax 
planning functions. In recent >ears these may 
have become less important than they were 
hut Hanson may nonetheless have some dif- 
ficulty in com incing investors that their loss, 
combined with the likely high cost of the 
demerger exercise, ls outweighed by other 
benefits. Then there Ls the suspicion, strongly 
denied by Hanson, that in part the whole 
thing might be motivated by Lord Hanson’s 
desire to gi\ c his son a decent job. The City 
was never going to have Robert Hanson as 
chief executive of the whole shebang, but a 
small part of the old empire? Well, he may- 
just about gel away with that. All unworthy 
thoughts, no doubt. Even so. Hanson iriil 
have a lot of explaining to do over the 
months ahead. Quite a number of share- 
holders have yet lo be convinced that a major 
disposal, say of the tobacco division, might 
not have been the belter approach. 

Waiting for the 
EMU music to stop 

A s the plan for European monetary 
union flounders, predictable attempts 
are being made by Europe’s political elite 


to restore its credibility. Matching their 
! rhetoric with deeds, the French and Germans 
■ synchronised the announcement of joint 
. measures yesterday designed lo stimulate 
their economies and so help meet the 
Maastricht criteria. 

Thai at any rate was the line out of Paris, 
where the finance minister. Jean Arthuis. 
announced a package of measures designed 
to force down ihe cost of bank lending, 
which had not fallen in line with the reduc- 
tion in money market rales. 

The mood 'music from Bonn was very dif- 
ferent as the government there announced 
a typically teutonic 50 point plan lo tackle 
Germany’s economic woes. There. Theo 
Waigel. the German finance minister 
insisted that (here was no joint initiative on 
employment. Behind the scenes, German 
officials have been playing down the abil- 
ity for a concerted attack on Ihe economic 
slowdown and jobs crisis that afllici both 
countries. 

.As long as policy is dictated by' the Maas- 
tricht treaty, that is no more than a state- 
ment of the obvious. Tbc strenuous 
attempts being made to hit the budget 
deficit criterion of 3 per cent or less of GDP 
rule out the use of fiscal policy lo counter 
the slow-down. Instead, monetary policy 
must take up the baton. 

Which leaves France, as ever, dancing to 
the tune of the German Bundesbank. ThaL 
often makes moves in interest rates virtu- 
ally simultaneous, but it doesn’t add up to 


j jointly agreed action. All the more reason, 
argues the French elite, to grasp the nettle 
of two more years of economic pain, if that 
means wresting control of monetary policy 
from the mighty German Bundesbank. A 
simpler course, argue the dissenters, would 
be to abandon the franc [on policy which 
tethers the franc to the German mark. 

Given the commitment of the French 
political elite lo the strategic containment 
of Germany via E\1 U, British hopes for an 
early rethink of the project are wishful 
thinking. But it is far from dear that the eas- 
ing in monetary conditions in the past few 
months In France and Germany will be suf- 
ficient lo reverse the economic slide. 

What could make the difference is a 
substantial depreciation of an over-valued 
German mark against the dollar. The mark 
has been falling, but on nothing like the 
same scale as the yen. It’s a case of Catch 
22 all over again; as long as the markets sus- 
pect EMU is a busted flush, the German 
Mark will retain its appeal to investors. 

Economic co-ordination, whether in 
Europe or in the Group of Seven countries, 
isn’t a bad idea. But this latest Franco-Ger- 
man attempt to choreograph economic 
announcements won’t calm ihe nerves of 
the markets. 

That key audience will continue to ask 
what will happen if and when the EMU 
music slops. The orchestra cannot go on 
playing for ever, particularly when Lhe 
music is so discordant. 


Pru set to appoint 
former Warburg 
man as new boss 


Pearson to keep production companies and programming libraries in agreed £41m deal 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Prudential has appointed 
Derek Higgs, one of Warburg's 
top old-guard corporate 
financiers, to run Britain's most 
powerful investment institu- 
tion. The position of chief 
executive of Prudential Portfo- 
lio Managers puts him in charge 
of £76bn of funds under man- 
agement. and a position of un- 
rivalled, if discreet, influence 
among UK corporates. 

An announcement is expect- 
ed shortly, ending a lengthy 
search for an outside replace- 
ment for Hugh Jenkins, who 
stepped down recently at the 
age of 62. 

The move is a coup for Mr 
Higgs who was in charge of cor- 
porate finance at Warburg dur- 
ing its days as the City’s flagship 
merchant bank, but who is 
among those of the former es- 
tablishment who have suffered 
a loss of influence following the 
takeover last year by Swiss 
Bank Corporation. 

The corporate finance de- 
partment, once ihe envy of the 
City, has been undergoing a 
traumatic transformation, with 
the more aggressive, deal- 


oriented America n-style of SBC 
displacing the traditional pow- 
er bases of senior executives 
such as Mr Higgs. 

”1 think many people recog- 
nise that the time of the Higgses 
of this world is overdue here. It 
is a good move for him," an SBC 
Warburg insider said. 

Mr Higgs. 51, takes over this 
key post at Britain's biggest in- 
surer at a time when fund man- 
agers, following the Granada 
Forte hostile takeover fight, 
are again the focus of public crit- 
icism for wielding too much in- 
fluence and being too secretive. 
Unlike Mercury Asset Man- 
agement whose 14 percent-plus 
stake in Forte was credited 
with swinging the outcome of 
the bid battle, the Prudential 
lends not lo take big slakes in 
individual companies, rather 
spreading its holdings across the 
FT-SE 100. But the size of Ihe 
funds at its disposal in the UK. 
equivalent to nearly 4 per cent 
of the stock market, makes the 
Pru one of the most influential 
shareholders in the land. 

The appointment completes 
a cycle of big change at the Pru, 
prompted by the unexpected de- 
parture early last year of its chief 
executive. Mick Newmarch, 


who was himself a former head 
of PPM. He was replaced by 
Peter Davies from the publisher 
Reed Elsevier, an abrasive man- 
ager who is shaking up a busi- 
ness that had grown used to 
seeing itself as more of a na- 
tional institution than a com- 
pany. Sir Martin Jacomb moved 
from Postel, which manages 
BT and the post office’s pension 
funds, to take over as the Pru’s 
chairman. 

The search for the replace- 
ment for the top investment 
management job has gone on for 
months, as the Pru looked for an 
outside heavyweight with high 
City standing, who will be able 
to bolster the insurer's invest- 
ment fortunes and to handle the 
increasing demands of invest- 
ment industry politics as the 
country’s foremost institutional 
investor is expected to take a 
more prominent stance on cor- 
porate governance issues. 

One of the strategic reasons 
behind the Pro’s interest in 
Gartmore, the UK fond man- 
ager up for sale, was that it saw 
it as a means of solving the Jenk- 
ins’ succession problem, and of 
bringing greater professionalism 
to its lacklustre pension fund 
performance. 



SelecTV sale 
nets chief £4m 
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Tough negotiating over a lengthy period: Michael Green, head of Carlton, which has 
agreed to buy SelecIV's cable channel for £5.2m 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Allan McKeown, husband of ac- 
tress Tracey U liman and the 
chief executive of SelecTV, is 
poised lo pocket £4.2m per- 
sonally. following confirmation 
yesterday that Pearson, the me- 
dia and financial services com- 
pany, has made an agreed cash 
offer of £46m for his company. 

The deaL if accepted by Se- 
lecTV shareholders, will also give 
Mr McKeown. chief executive, 
a two-year consultancy worth 
£305,000 annually. 

The terms are for 29p a 
share, or £41. 5m. Another 
£4.5 m covers the costs of exer- 
cising options by Mr McKeown 
and other directors. Pearson has 
irrevocable acceptances from 
shareholders holding 25 per 
cent of the company, including 
slake held by the Daily Mail & 
General Trust and MAT. Lord 
Holh'ck’s media and financial 
services company 

Mr McKeown will remain in 
Los Angeles, where he lives with 
his wife, the actress Tracey U li- 
man. whose TV series have 
been produced by SelecTV and 
her own vehicle, Mabelline. 

Pearson is planning to keep 
SelecTV’ s production compa- 
nies and its programming li- 
brary. worth £8m. Programmes 
• include hit series such as Love- 


joy . Birds of a Feather and Auf 
Wvedersehen Pet. 

As part of the deal, Carlton, 
the media giant run by Michael 
Green, yesterday agreed to buy 
SelecTV’s cable channel for 
£5 2m, while MAI is paying 
£30m for SelecTV’s 15 per cent 
holding in Meridian, the ITV li- 
cence holder for Lhe South of 
England, in which MAI already 
has 61 per cent- The total in- 
cludes £3m for outstanding 
loan notes. 

Pearson Television, whose 
chief executive is former LWT 
chief Greg Dyke, conceded that 
the deal took “much longer 
than anticipated to close.” A 
source close to SelecTV added; 
“Whenever you get people like 
Greg Dyke, Michael Green 
Lord Hollick and Allan McKe- 
own involved, the difficulties 
speak for themselves.” 

Mr Dyke first approached Se- 
lecTV last April, and was be- 
lieved to be prepared to offer 
up to 38p or 39p a share. But 
as Pearson and SelecTV were 
members of competing con- 
sortia bidding for the new 
Channel 5 licence, the bid was 
abandoned until the award was 
made in October. It was won by 
the Pearson/MAl group, Chan- 
nel 5 Broadcasting. In the six 
months to September, SelecTV 
posted a loss of £2m against a 
profit of £517,000 last time. 


Alliance investors bank on £800 windfall 


[•Hi Kill* 




Alliance & Leicester, Britain's 
fourth-biggest budding soci- 
ety, today announces plans to 
become a bank, holding out the 
prospect of a share windfall 
worth £800 on average for its 
3 million members. The com- 
pany is expected to have a 
value of around £2.5bn when it 
floats on Ihe Stock Exchange, 
writes John Eisenhammer. 

In a surprise development, 
the Alliance & Leicester in- 
tends to bold the vote on its 
plans by its members before the 


end of this year. This means it 
should be in a position to float 
early in 1997. ahead of its rivals, 
the Halifax and the Woolwich. 

The Alliance & Leicester is 
also expected to set a retro- 
spective cut-off date for shgre 
benefits of31 December 1995. 
Those people who have poured 
millions of pounds into specu- 
lative accounts opened since the 
new year are likely to be left out 
of the share handout that will 
accompany flotation. 

There is also speculation 


that the society might offer cus- 
tomers a price promise, in the 
shape of a guarantee of com- 
petitive savings and mortgage 
borrowing rates, to pre-empt 
criticism that customers will be 
disadvantaged by the loss of 
mutual status. 

The Woolwich announced 
its plans to change to bank sta- 
tus earlier this month, and is 
aiming lo float in August 1997. 
The Halifax, the biggest build- 
ing society, which has merged 
with the Leeds, started the 


conversion ball rolling in 1994, 
arguing that the greater free- 
doms that come with bank sta- 
tus are essential in the 
increasingly competitive retail 
market 

The Alliance & Leicester's 
announcement will put an end 
to months of intense specula- 
tion, that has seen some build- 
ing societies swamped by 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple opening savings accounts in 
the expectation of benefiting 
from a flotation handout of 


shares. Just two weeks ago 
the Alliance & Leicester 
dosed to new savers all savings 
accounts conferring member- 
ship rights. 

It had already decided in 
December to withdraw instant 
access accounts with member- 
ship rights. 3o removing from in- 
vestors the option of opening 
such an account with a balance 
of only £500. But this move had 
failed to stem the unprece- 
dented influx of speculative 
funds. 


Murdoch plans global 
TV news operation 


BRIEF 


DAVID US BORNE 

New Mark 

Rupert Murdoch, the chair- 
man of News Corporation, for- 
mally joined the race to take on 
Ted Turner’s CNN network by 
vowing lo launch his own glob- 
al all-news television channelbe- 
fore the end of this year. 

Announcing the project m 
New York, Mr Murdoch said be 
intended spending between $80 
million and $100 million this 
year to give birth to the service, 
which he plans to distribute by 
any means possible, whether by 
traditional broadcast means, 
on cable or via satellite. 

The new service is to be 
headed by Roger Ailes, a vet- 
eran advisor to both recent Re- 
publican presidents. Ronald 
Reagan and George Bush, who 
limit recently was running 
CNBC, the US cable service op- 
erated by NBC which cames 
b usin ess news during the day 
and talk shows in the eyenmg- 

But Mr Murdoch will not be 
alone m seeking to displace 
CNN from ils current monop- 
oly in providing 24 -hour televi- 
sion news. In recent weeks. 


both ABC and NBC in the 
United States announced sim- 
ilar plans to launch cable news 
channels. NBC will be doing so 
in collaboration with Microsoft, 
the software gianL 
Mr Murdoch indicated that 
his service will be made avail- 
able in markets around the 
globe, including in Europe, 
Latin American and Asia. To 
begin with, programming will be 
crafted for worldwide audi- 
ences. As it. develops, however, 
the service will begin to offer 
local perspectives to specific 



Rupert Murdoch: Plans to 
take on CNN in global news 


audiences. “I'm a believer that 
all news is local news," he said. 
If you are looking for mass au- 
diences, you have to repackage 
... it has to come slowly”. 

Though Mr Murdoch said the 
service will draw on the news 
operations of his Fox Television 
network in the US. in reality the 
Fax stations have only rudi- 
mentary news-gathering capa- 
bilities that are vastly inferior lo 
those of NBC and ABC. Nor 
will it be easy for Mr Murdoch 
to negotiate access to airwaves 
and cable distribution systems 
in the US. which are already 
largely saturated. 

Mr Ailes is likely to be re- 
garded as a shrewd choice. For 
NBC he piloted CNBC into 
profit and created another all- 
talk channel, America s Talking. 
Shortly before his resignation 
earlier this month, NBC an- 
nounced that it would shelve 
America's Talking to make way 
for its own all-news channeL 

Rot Mr Murdoch, the derision 
<3gnais a change in priorities, to- 
wards expanding his empire. 
Over recent months he had been 
seen as a possible predator in 
the rash of US media mergers. 


mergers. 


Exchange plans to deter ‘insider traders’ 

The London Stock Exchange plans to deter “insider traders" by 
making public more of its share-dealing investigations. Earlier 
this month it took the unusual step of making a public an- 
nouncement to confirm that it had referred an investigation into 
share-dealings in Caradon, the UK building products group, to 
the Department of Uade and Industry for further consideration. 
The Stock Exchange is aware that there have been few success- 
fid prosecutions of insider dealing in the City and believes more 
publicity of its investigations might have a deterrent effect. 

Bridgeman sceptical of merger claims 

John Bridgeman, Director-General of Bur Trading, said last night 
he was suspicious of claims of efficiency gains from mergers and 
of statements that UK firms must be larger to compete m inter- 
national markets, writes Peter Rodgers. His comments appeared 
to be a rejection of Ideas that the UK must grow national cham- 
i pi on firms, regardless of the impact on competition. In a speech 
1 to the European Policy Forum in London be also said that man- 
agement too often under-estimated the problem of carrying through 
mergers especially of companies in unrelated fields. 

Raiftrack sales team to be beefed up 

The Government is expected to announce today the appointment 
of UBS and Merrill Lynch as joint global managers in the sale 
of shares in Rail track to institutions, joining SBC Whrburg. the 
global co-ordinator. The three-strong team is a continuation of 
the trend towards smaller banking syndicates in privatisations. 
A second tier of between six and eight co-managers is expected 
to be announced soon. 

Takeover Panel forces Gehe’s hand 

The Takeover Panel yesterday forced Gehe, the German drugs 
wholesaler, to issue a statement confirming that it was consid- 
ering making a rival offer for Lloyds Chemists. 


Although the UK property market has taken a step back and in general the operating environ- 
ment has not improved as many people had expected, I am pleased to report that our prof- 
its for the six months ended 30 September 1995 were £271.000, compared with £254,000 for 
the corresponding period Iasi year. 

We have continued to pursue our stated policy, which is to exploit the unstable market conditions 
and acquire tenanted properties with scope for enhancement by active management rather 
than by relying on market trends. In September 1995 we completed the acquisition of a £IOm 
portfolio of properties, details of which were sent to shareholders oo 8 August 1995. 

In December 1995 construction work began on the property in Guangzhou, China, m which the 
group has a one-third interest. Phase I of the scheme is a 32-storey apartment tower of 38.000 
sq m (409,000 sq ft) gross. It will comprise 56 apanments of 88 sq m (947 sq ft), 168 apartments 
of 100 sq ni 1 1 .076 sq ft), a four-level (three superstructure, one substructure) retail podium 
of 6.333 sq m (68.143 sq ft) and an underground car park of 10,000 sq m ( 107.600 sq ft). 
As to the future we will continue with our policy, which 1 believe has proven to be successful 
and should enable us to enjoy optimum increases in both income and capital value when 
stronger market conditions return. 

In view of the costs of circulation, the Directors have decided that the interim results will 
be published in the independent on 31 January 1996. 

Anthony Cheng 

Chairman, 30 January 1996 


6 months ended 36 September 
1995 1994 

£000 £000 


Year ended 
31 Mach 1995 
£000 


Turnover M37 1,130 *2^92 

Cost of sales ( I42)‘ (158). (283) 

Gross profit ’ 995 972 2M9 

* Admmisnwive expenses (246) (280) (61t) 

Operating profit 749 692 1398 

Surplus on disposal of investment properties - - 374 

Interest receivable and similar income 33 3 . 20 

Araoums written off Investments - (5) . (5) 

Interest payable and similar charges (Sit ) (436) (910) 

Profit on ordiiuuy activities before taxation 271 254 - 877 

Taxation - - (10) 

Profit on ordinary activities after taxation 271 254 867 

Earnings per share L4p L3p 4.6p 

Fully diluted earnings per share 0.6p 43p 25p 

NOTES; These results haws been prepared in accordance with financial Reporting Standard 3 (FRS3). The unaudited 
financial statements for the six months ended 30 September 1 BOS do nca constitute statutory accounts. They have bei 
drawn up using accounting policies and presentation consistent with those appJed In the year ended 31 March 1905. 
The abridged revenue account for the year ended 31 March 1995 composes r»v statutory a c cou nt s withvi the meanig 
of Section 240 of the Companies Act 1935 and is an extract from the latest pubfched accounts at the groifp wNch ha 
been delivered lo the Registrar at Companies and contain an unquaJrtied auditors' report. j 

The Directors do not reco mme nd an ntenm dividend. M 
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Bonds look better than equities 


A superficial reading of the latest an- 
nual BZW equity-gilts study suggests 
that equities should remain the sure- 
fire choice for investors. Last year saw 
a real total return from equities of 19.5 
per cent, comfortably outstripping the 
15 .5 per cent on gilts. 

On a 10* and 20-year basis, the out- 
perfannance of equities appears even 
more outstanding. Real returns on 
equities averaged 10.6 per cent a year 
since 1975, compared with 6 per cent 
for gilts. 

Yet a different picture emerges for' 
thel99Gs to date, when the margin be- 
tween equities and gilts has diminished 
substantially. Since 1990, the average 
annual return on gilts of 10.6 per cent 
has been much closer to the 12.7 per 
cent return on equities. 

Indeed BZW says that the past 14 
years have seen the longest post-war 
bull market in gilts. Not since the ear- 
ly 1930s have gill investors had a sim- 
ilar home run to celebrate. 

This re-rating of gilts has come 
mainly from declining inflationary ex- 
pectations. A secondary factor is the 
maturing of pension hinds and the 
effect of the Pensions Act in pushing 
funds to increase their weighting of 
bonds to comply with minimum fund- 
ing requirements. 

According to BZW, the scope for 
bonds to make further gains from lower 
inflation is now limited. That seems too 
pessimistic a view , but there is some- 
thing in the argument that the main 
long-term impetus for gilts will now 
switch to expectations of real progress 
in curbing budget deficits. 

On both counts, however, the medi- 
um-term outlook for gilts still looks a 
lot more promising than the prospects 
for equities. As the chart shows, the 
stock market is flirting with a degree 
of over-valuation not seen since the ear- 
ly 1970s. Indeed the deviation of almost 
40 per cent is one of the largest ever 
recorded. 

Sooner or later, the BZW treud line 
suggests, the equity market is likely to 
have a great fall. But Michael Hughes, 
the firm's head of global strategy, 
warns that these periods of over-val- 
uation can persist for quite foeg peri- 
ods. Demographics are on the side of 
the markets, as the baby-boom gener- 
ation moves into its peak age for 
saving. 

However, the political risks are 
growing. If and when a Labour gov- 
ernment is elected, the signs are that 
they will be tougher on the public 
finances and inflation than is general- 
ly expected. But equities could be un- 
settled by the impact of the minimum 
wage and steps to encourage long-term 


investois, not to mention a further 
assaulton the tax privileges of pension 
funds by cutting the tax credit on ad- 
vance corporation tax. 

In the long run, equities maybe the 

better bet, but don’t write off the 
chances of the bull market in gflts 
breaking new records. For the rest of 
the decade, bonds look the safer and 
more remunerative bet. 

Texans hooked 
on Sotheby’s 

Shares in Sotheby’s Holdings, the 
world’s biggest fine art auction house, 
have leapt IGOp since the Bass family 
of Texas emerged as big shareholders 
at the end of last week. Share-buying 
earlier this month has taken the Bass 
stake to 7.7 per cent of the low-voting 
A shares, sending them to 985p, an 18- 
month hi gh 

This excitement is based on the past 
reputatkra of the Tfexas-based Bass fam- 
ily. who have already amassed what is 
described as a “modest" fortune in 
Texan oil and are active corporate in- 
vestors. 

Robert Bass, wbo broke with the rest 
of the family some years ago, has in the 
past made tilts at Macmillan, the US 


fines, where he was linked with a bid 
from Air Canada in 1992. 

But it is the rest of his family, led by 
Sid Bass, who are involved with Sothe- 
by's and their style has been markedly 
different from brother Robert Known 
as investors in what they see as un- 
dervalued companies, they have sub- 
stantially increased their wealth by 
pursuing a strategy of working with ex- 
isting managements. 

Their involvement as investors in the 
Wilt Disney Company seems to have 
coincided with a period of revival at the 
famous entertainment group, while an 
investment at Quinta, a chain Of US 
motor lodges, has also turned out 
well ' 

Sotheby’s management have wel- 
comed the increased interest from 
the Bass group. As well as the family's 
relative benevolence to incumbent 
management, Sotheby's board can rest 
safe in the knowledge that the group 
is protected from hostile takeover by 
chairman Alfred Taubman's control of 
the high-voting B shares. . 

The Basses may also have just timed 
their share-buying to coincide with a 
revival in the company’s fortunes af- 
ter five lean years. 

At the end of December, the group 
reported 1995 auction sales up a quar- 
ter to $1.66bn (£I.05bn), the fourth- 
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highest level on record. Even so, they 
remain well below the record high of 
$2.9bn achieved in 1989. 

Net earnings for 1995 are likely to 
have jumped from $2Q3rn to £31 jb> and 
are expected to rise to $42m this year. 
But on a forward multiple of 20, the 
shares are up with events. 

Fish and chips 

- at a price 

It has been quite a week for Harry 
Ramsden’s, live fish and chip shop 
group. On Monday the shares jumped 
36p - or 13 per cent - wbea it an- 
nounced a deal with Compass, the 
catering group, to open more branches 
in airports. Up to 15 restaurants will 
open over the next five years in loca- 
tions such as Singapore and Malaga. 
Compass wiS operate the outlets while 
the Leeds-based chip shop group takes 
a percentage of revenues. 

Yesterday the shares rose a further 
8p to 3l9p on the back of good results. 
Hany Ramsden’s may be an illiquid 
stock, with only 8.8 million shares in 
issue, but the shares have increased by 
a third this month alone. 

Last year's figures continued what 
has been a very steady performance 
since the company jomed the stock 
market in 1989. 

Profits for the year to October 
jumped 21 per cent to Xl.lra on sales 
up 16 per cent to £4.2m. This was in 
spite of higher potato prices, which 
affected margins, and the hot summer, 
which held back sales in some restau- 
rants, though seaside locations such as 
Blackpool and Bournemouth did well. 

The group has 16 restaurants, with 
another opening in Belfast next month. 
John Barnes, chairman, thinks there is 
room for 30 and the plan is to add more 
branches around the M25. 

In other activities, the Ross Chip 
Shop chips and battered fish range has 
been followed up with other product 
launches in November. 

The Henry Higgins joint venture - 
which concentrates on smaller outlets 

- also looks promising. 

The Ham' Ramsden s gravy train has 
been an enjoyable ride for investors 
who embarked at Lhe beginning and 
have seen thetr investment treble. But 
for those who missed out the shares are 
looking expensive. House broker Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite is forecasting prof- 
its of £13m for the current year, 
which puis the shares on a forward rat- 
ing of more than 30. Enough to give 
anyone indigestion. 



John Will*’ 01 ' 



last chance for 

furious mvestoi s 

A . 4 u:«nk loans 


The Forte-Granada bid battle 
appears to be ending with a 
senesof whimpers. No soon- 
er has Sir Rocco Forte fin- 
ished clearing his desk than 
Granada is moving to neu- 
tralise a potentially stormy 
Forte shareholders’ meeting. 

part of the unsuccessful 

Forte defence was a planned 
£1.05bn sale of the Happy 
Eater and Little Chef restau- 
rant chains to Whi bread. 

An egm in London was ex- 
pected to approve the deal 
tommorow morning. 

The egm appeared to 
many observers to provide a 
perfect arena for dissatisfied 
Forte shareholders to vent 
their spleen on the deal and 
the management's behav- 
iour. Despite Granada's vic- 
tory the meeting has to go _ 
ahead. Granada discovered 
that the only way legally to 
Stop the Whitbread deal was 
to hold the egm and immedi- 
ately adjourn iL 

Just to make sure, direct 
marketing personnel from 
Granada were last night 
busfly phoning Forte private 

The company that produces 
Del-Boy's favourite motor, the 
three- wheeled Reliant Robin, 
ma y be in administration at 
the moment. Bat the Only 
Fools and Horses character 
could soon be driving aroun d 
in a new electrically powered 
version if Sir CBve Sinclair. ^ 
developer of the infamous Cs 
(pictured right), has his way. 

Sir Clive began talks with 
Tanranrth-based Reliant 
about producing a successor 
to the C5 last year, before 
a dminis trators were sent in 
in December Now the inven- 
tor plans to restart talks 
when a a buyer for Reliant is 
found. The new electric car 
would travel at up to SOmph 
and Sir Cine claims it wonld 
have a string of benefits for 
the driver. 

“The car would be cheap to 
buy and extremely cheap to 
ran because the fuel is almost 
free by comparison to petrol. 
Yon would have very little to 
go wrong and the service 
costs would be negligible." 

Lovely jubbly. 
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this space. 

The BBC WaridSerri«^ 
seeking to recruit someone it 
produce a radio soap opera* 

Romania which will 
imderetandin ? aboul busm*- 5 * 
and privatisation among int 
general population ■ 

~ The successful applicant 

would fly out to Bucharest 
and train a team of local writ- 
ers and actors to create the 

series. The World Service has 

alreadv successful}- produced 

such soaps in other parts ol 

the post-Communist world, 

such as a co-production with 
Radio Russia entitled Dom 7. 
PbdjezdJ. or “House 7, En- 
trance 4." That soap was in- 
tended to -stimulate debate 
about the values of the wider 
business scene m Russia, ac- 
ceordmg to the Beeb. 

Apparently the need for 
such a soap Ut Romania is 
urgent because the privatisa- 
tion programme has failed to 


, T r ij Bank loans 
lakeofl.'^ 
depend on pn J 

SSSfiffSlr 

sagger.- 

please. 

fire under all Out 
The canny Scottish wliu-» 
have disOTvmd ih.*' 
custodv services is a du» 

Sv lucrative business, mid 

SEUftV » MAM about 
buying its custody arm. ‘ ■ J* 

tods' consists of looking after 
international nacunucs portfo- 
lios tor institution?'- , a . nu 
MAM had been looking for a 
buyer for its operation tor 
some time. The lalk-s continue. 



Tomkins finalises Gates acquisition at £768m 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Tomkins, the American lawn- 
mowers to British cakes con- 
glomerate, has completed its 
long-delayed acquisition of the 
US Gales group at a price of 
Sl.lbbn (£768raj. 

The deal, fust announced in 
mid-December, had been held 
up by a technical hitch “unre- 
lated to either Tomkins or the 
business", according to Greg 


Hurdlings, the British group’s 
executive chairman. Denver- 
based Gates gives Tomkins the 
world's biggest manufacturer of 
power transmission belts and 
hose products for the automo- 
tive indusry. 

The terms of the acquisition 
involve the issue by Tomkins of 
$696ra (£461m) of perpetual 
convertible preference shares, 
yielding 6.7 percent, and $464m 
{£307m) in redeemable con- 


vertible preference shares, 
yielding 5.25 per cent Full con- 
version would involve the issue 
of ordinaiy shares equivalent to 
15.7 per cent of Tomkins' ex- 
isting ordinaiy capital. 

The family trusts which con- 
trol Gates have said they have 
“no current plan or intention" 
to sell the shares they receive as 
a result of the deal. Charles 
Gates, chairman, chief executive 
and president of Gates, has ac- 


cepted an invitation to join the 
board of Tomkins as a non-ex- 
ecutive director. 

Mr Hutchings said yesterday 
the strategy would now be to de- 
velop the Gates business into 
new geographical areas, where 
there was growing demand for 
cars. trucks^ computers and pho- 
tocopiers -all products in which 
Gates’ belts are used. The US 
group is already represented in 
Japan, South Korea and various 


Latin American countries. The 
plan is to follow big manufac- 
turers like Ford into developing 
areas like India and China. 

Current investment plans 
would be maintained or possi- 
bly' even increased. Mr Hutch- 
ings said. With Tomkins' net 
cash pfle currently standing at 
£300m and Gates' borrowings 
standing at $25 0m. the deal 
would not add to gearing. 

The deal was broadly wel- 


comed by analysts yesterday, 
with Tomkins' shares adding 
Up to 2$lp- Marlin Bomford 
of UBS described it as "fair and 
reasonable without looking 
stunningly attractive’'. He sug- 
gested there would not be much 
scope for further recovery in a 
business already making mar- 
gins of 8 per cent. He calculat- 
ed the exit multiple at 15. based 
on estimated profits of around 
SI 10m for last vear. 
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Impressive? Yes! And all achieved in the past three years. 
Equally impressive - the 671,000 sq ft of commercial space 
ready for immediate letting combined with the fullest range 
of grant assistance available anywhere in England. 

To find out about the opportunities 
in Skelmersdole ring Fred Mctienaghan 
on 01695 50200 
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Adscene lifts profits 26% 

Adscene, the media group, has lifted profits 26 per cent to £2.67ro 
in the six months to November on doubled sales of £11. 47m. Four 
newspaper businesses have been acquired in the second half at 
a cost of £30m. The stabilisation of newsprint costs and contri- 
butions from recent acquisitions should help the full-year figures. 

Games Workshop sales bounce 

Strong sales in Europe and Australasia helped Games Workshop, 
tire computer games stores retailer, to a 28 per cent rise in prof- 
its in the first half to £3.17m. The company is developing sales 
to independent retailers and through mail order. Six new stores 
opened in the first half. 

QS Holding trades at break-even 

QS Holdings, the discount group that announced a £743,000 Joss 
in October, said trading in the second half had been at break- 
even leveL A final dividend is unlikely, however. Sales were strong 
in December with a record week before Christmas. 

Chiroscience teams up with Belgians 

Chiroscience, the biotechnology group, has signed a world-wide 
collaboration deal with Conti BPC of Belgium for its analgesic 
and non steroidal anti-inflammatory drug (SVNaproxen. The agree- 
ment has the potential to generate annual revenues of over $20m 
in three to four years, with profits shared equally between the 
two companies, according to Chiroscience. 

HTV raises £25m for media lights 

HTV Group, the independent television franchise holder for V/hles 
and the west of England, has raised £25ra for a fund to acquire, 
originate and co-produce media rights. The money will support 
a new world-wide rights division. Harvest Entertainment, to be 
launched as part of a strategy to increase profits from rights 
activities. 


Greenalls joins 
ranks of top 100 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Greenalls Group yesterday 
capped six years of radical 
change and an aggressive ac- 
quisition policy by joining the 
UK’s corporate elite - becom- 
ing a constituent of the FT-SE 
100 index. The company re- 
places Forte, which lost week 
lost its £3.9bn fight for inde- 
pendence against Granada. 

Shares in Greenalls climbed 
I0.5p to 60S.5p, valuing the 
group at £1.76bn. Greenalls' 
market value was the highest of 
a short-list of six - which in- 
cluded Mercury Asset Man- 
agement and MEPC - at the 
close of dealings on the stock 
market yesterday. 

Dealers are anticipating hec- 
tic trading in the company’s 
shares in the next couple of 
weeks because FT-SE 100 index 
tracker funds will need to hold 
the shares. 

Peter Greenall, managing di- 
rector and one of the last re- 
maining family members at the 
pubs and hotels group, said 
the elevation of the shares into 
Footsie was “recognition that we 
are at the top of our industry.’’ 

However, he said the goal of 


seeing the shares into the top 
100 was secondary to “having a 
dominant market position with- 
in the industry." 

Greenalls was fast to adapt to 
changes in the industry m recent 
years, largely sparked by the 
controversial Beer Orders in 
1989 that forced big brewers to 
sell thousands of pubs. 

The company responded by 
withdrawing from brewing to 
concentrate on pub manage- 
ment and almost simultane- 
ously cut the restrictive famDy 
ties by dismantling its two tier 
share structure. 

The share enfranchisement, 
which considerably loosened 
the family’s grip, enabled the 
company to use its equity to un- 
leash a scries of acquisitions. 
Two deals in particular have 
transformed the group. They 
were the purchases of De- 
venish, the West Country pub 
group, and last year’s £527m 
deal to buy Boddington. its 
main rival in the North WesL 

Separately, Wolverhampton 
& Dudley Breweries cheered in- 
vestors with a reasonably bullish 
trading statement at the annual 
shareholders meeting. Shares 
rose 5p lo 596p. 


Quality Software shares continue dive 


NIGEL COPE 

Shares in Quality Software 
Products, the accountancy-soft- 
ware group, fell a further 125p 
lo 355p yesterday following a 
profits warning on Monday. 

The shares have lost half of 
their ^ value in two days and stand 
below the 380p issue price when 
the company came to the stock 
market in 1993. 

QSP issued no fresh infor- 


mation yesterday and no trades 
were recorded ui the stock. 

The Gateshead-based com- 
pany has blamed its problems 
on the delay of contracts which 
it had expected to be signed last 
year but which have been de- 
layed. This will cut around 
G.3m from profits. Further 
costs will be incurred as a result 
of staff rationalisation. Analysts 
have cut profit forecasts from 
£3m to £500,0(10 for last year. 


Much of the re-organisation 
costs are associated with QSP's 
purchase of its US distributor 
Global Software last year. This 
was funded by a £14. 7m rights 
issue at 535p per share. 

Global is based in North 
Carolina and linked up with 
QSP in 1994. 

The relationship has proved 
a disappointment which QSP 
has blamed on Global's lack of 
working capital. The US 


accounting-software market 
accounts tor around 35 per 
cent of the world total but has 
proved difficult for UK com- 
panies to crack. 

In October QSP announced 
half-year profits of £805,0110. an 
increase of 30 per cem. How- 
ever, some analysts have been 
raulious about the company as 
it capitalises research and de- 
velopment expenditure. But for 
this it would be making losses. 
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DATABANK 


ft-se 100 
3735.3 +0.7 
FT-SE 250 

4095.7 + 6.6 
FT-SE 350 

1855.8 +0.9 

SEAQ VOLUME 
854.2m shares, 
33,052 bargains 
Gilts Index 
95.56 +0.10 

—an 

share price, pence 


Vodafone 


market report/shares 

Hanson break-up turns spotlight on conglomerates ■ w*«w 



F M A M J JASONDJ 


Hanson's dramatic four way 
split dominated the slock mar- 
ket as the search started for 
other out-of-favour diversi- 
fied groups which could be 
templed to adopt the small is 
beautiful philosophy. 

BTR was the one to imme- 
dtately capture attention. The 
shares gained lOJp to335.5p 

in busy trading; Tomkins 
tinned to 281p and BAT In- 
dustries ruse yp to 57yp. 

Trading in Hanson was fre- 
quently hectic with Seaq 
putting turnover at JJ4.4 mil- 
lion out of a market volume of 
S54.2 million. The initial price 
reaction was a 15_5p jump to 
22fip. the highest since July. 
The close was 211J5p, up7p. 

The Hanson split was seen 
as signalling the end of the con- 
glomerate era. At one time 
broadly-based groups were 
highly fashionable creations 
with (heir high-flying shares 
providing devastating lake over 
ammunition. 


Bui in recent years con- 
glomerates have been disap- 
pointing investments as they 
struggled to perform in a mar- 
ket which became more ap- 
preciative of the more focused 
approach. 

BTR. like Hanson, has un- 
derperformed. Although its 
recent activities suggest it is still 
wedded to the conglomerate 
approach, the market is swing- 
ing to the view that it could find 
itself under irresistible pressure 
to follow the Hanson example. 

Rumours that BAT intends 
to divide into two - finance and 
tobacco -have been around for 
some time. Tomkins, which 
seems intent on slicking with 
the conglomerate style, was 
helped higher by the terms of 
the lake over of US group 
Gates Rubber. 

Hike over talk W3s also in the 
air. P&O, the building, prop- 
erly and shipping combine, 
rose lip to 561p on talk of a 
bid with the much smaller 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


Wassail, developed by former 
Hanson executives, put for- 
ward as a candidate to bid. But 
Wassail's £500m capitalisation 
would seem to rule out a strike 
at P&O, worth £33bn. 

Yorkshire Electri ci t y , up 4p 
to 6S4p. was back in play on 
talk a bid was being pul to- 
gether. There were sugges- 
tions underwriting was 
underway ahead of the strike. 

At one lime Yorkshire was 
almost everyone's favourite 
target with Hanson regarded as 
the most likely to pounce, lo 
the surprise oj many it avoid- 
ed the electrical takeover surge 
- but the remaining Rees are 
expected to surrender their in- 
dependence soon. 


Hanson's break up also 
added sparkle to National 
Grid, up 12p to 205 -5p in busy 
trading. The split is seen as re- 
ducing the possibility that Han- 
son will sell the Grid stake it 
inherited with Eastern Group. 
Deals in 10 million Grid shares 
at 18Sp caused surprise; they 
were clearly agreed before the 
share advance. 

The FT-SE 10U index man- 
aged to reverse early falls, 
closing with a tiny 0.7 points 
gain. The Hanson move and 
more heady progress in New 
York prompted the rethink. 
The market is convinced in- 
terest rates in Germany and the 
US arc about to fail forcing an- 
other UK cuL 


Ahead of today’s Orange 
flotation presentation, British 
Aerospace gained 5p to 890p. 
Vodafone, off 2p at 230_5p, was 
unsettled, but Henderson 
Crosihwaite believes the flota- 
tion shows Vodafone to be un- 
dervalued, suggesting the 
shares are worth$90p. Profits 
this year are seen as emerging 
£46 5m with £lbn hit in 1999. 

Scottish & Newcastle added 
lOp to 227p ahead of an ana- 
lysts’ meeting today and Bass, 
also thought to be about to 
court researchers, rose 5p to 
734p. ABied Domecq was hit by 
a downgrading from Cazenove, 
the group’s own stockbroker, 
falling 17p to 512p. Hie broker 
is thought to have cut its fore- 
cast for next year to £66Sm 
against a market average above 
£700m. Greenalls* elevation to 
the Footsie lifted the shares 
10.5p to 608 -5p. 

Austin Reed, the dothing re- 
tailer, shaded to I77p ahead of 
rumoured investment meetings 


and BSkyB improved 7Jjp to 
4G6.5p with support from SBC 
Warburg. 

Banks were weak on grow- 
ing worries about the mortgage 
rate “war” and the growing 
conviction some will have to 
make huge provisions to ac- 
commodate Eurotunnel’s dif- 
ficulties. 

Qualify Software, the ac- 
counting group, continued to 
slide following its profit warn- 
ing. Hie shares crashed 135p 
to 355p a two day fall of 353p. 

Memory Corporation tumbled 

37p to 390p. 

Bardon, the aggregates 
group, edged ahead, rea ch i ng 
37p in brisk trading. RMC is 
seen as a likely predator. 

SelecTV finned to 28p on 
the agreed Pearson offer; 
World Fluids returned at 
4.25p. Stanford Rook, with a 
TB treatment, fell 49p to 517p 
as profit takers moved in. The 
shares were floated on the old 
4 2 market at 40p. 


TAKING STOCK 


(^Joseph Lewis, the mysteri- 
ous Bahamas-based investor, 
has again increased his 
shareholding in Christies 
International, the auctioneer. 
On Monday be acquired 4.5 
million shares, WHng 
interest, held through a com- 
pany called Abel, to 28.73 per 
emit. Mr Lewis is now dose 
to the shareholding level that 
triggers a bid. The shares 
gained 2p to 202 p. 

OJohn BiUfngton, chairman, 
has increased his stake in 
United Energy to 1937 per 
cent, buying 1.7 million 
shares at ILSp. His pur- 
chase Is part of UE’s acquisi- 
tion of a 30 per cent interest 
in Agrigen, which has agreed 
to supply electricity, pro- 
duced from poultry litter, to 
a REC. The company has 
turned down an $llm offer 
to settle Its US litigation. 

The shares are 12 p. 
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Easter by 

still the 
canny lad 

“"’ondson talks to a trainer 
wrth a high yield from horses and crops 

Y ou can flannel some <ihe day Hasierbv will consid- 

SS -^retire/iswhenK 




Y ou can flannel some 
trainers into an interview 
by telling them how well 
their horses arc running or 
chatting about the weather. 
This lactic, however, does aoi 
work with Peter Easterby. 
When you ring him, with pre- 
pared niceties, the Yorkshire- 
man manages to convey that it 
is not to be a long conversation. 
,r What is it?” he asks before the 
caller can launch himself. “Met 
it quick.” 

If, though, you can secure an 
invitation to the trainer's 
Habton Grange stable, north of 
Malton (point towards Norway 
and keep filling the car up), you 

will find Miles 

Henry Easter- 


( the day Easterby will consid- 
er himself retired is when he is 
supine in the back of a slow- 
moving vehicle) hut there will 
be no more additions to a 
unique career. Peter Easterby 
has won more than 2,500 races 
and is the only man in history 
to have recorded 1,000 winners 
under both codes. Along the 
way he has been champion 
jumps trainer three times, won 
the Champion Hurdle five 
limes and the Gold Cup twice. 

Easterby today, in his 67th 
year, still bears the character- 
istics of a harsh introduction to 
the world of the turr as a young 
man. He used to work for Frank 

Harligan. an 

,, . . Irishman who 


Peter Easterby (right) hands over the reins to his son, Tim, tomorrow but will retain an active role in the stable 


SJLTiJS ‘ When Nurse EKM 

Y hcrc ' b ZlK WOn e Champion What more lax 

ter came frnirrt ~ • . 


tercamefrom) 

an agreeable he drifted tO 7-1. 

chap. 

When this He kept drifting 

reporter ar- ° 

rived last weet and we kept 

Easterby, one 

hand in pias- having more on 

ter courtly of 

a hunting acct- ‘ — 

dent, got the coffees organised would not 
and carried the Lape- recorder ten Lion of i 
into his lounge. He spread out In matte 
tables for his visitor's use, threw forms a sub 
a log on to the fire and then oc- erby’sconvi 
cupied the chair pushed up bracketed 
against mine, creating the effect brother. M 
of two men sitting together in do not mini 
an aeroplane. “What do vou mg of them 
want to know?" rel and Har 

There is plenty to know gives them 
about Peter Easterby, but it will Boadicea h 
not quite be the same after this who thougf 
afternoon. This is the day when, a mobile h; 
45 years after starting out as a The Eas 
trainer, Easterby relinquishes and while h 
his name on the training licence, bis profess 
From tomorrow his yard's run- tomers to t 
neis will be sent out officially by ter has alw 
his 32-year-old son, Tim. straightfon 

His father is not departing ing the win 


industrial rula- 
tO f-1. t ions of the time 

_ by hitting his 

riTU ng staff with a fork 

or rake. Harti- 
pt gan was a good 

trainer, but a 
>f6 On bad bu5iness- 

man. and died 

penniless, which 
would not have passed the at- 
tention of the young Easterby. 

In matters of finance (which 
forms a substantial part of East- 
eric's conversation) he must be 
bracketed with his younger 
brother. Mick. Peter and Mick 
do not mind southerners think- 
ing of them as daft lads, a Lau- 
rel and Hardy of the Ridings. It 
gives them an edge, much as 
Boadicea had over the Romans 
who thought her no more than 
a mobile hairdresser. 

The Easterbys look owlish, 
and while Mick surveys most in 
bis profession as mice, cus- 
tomers to be sold a horse. Pe- 
ter has always been more the 
straightforward trainer, pump- 
ing the winners in. 


They say what they think. In 
many quarters racing is lull of 
the stuff that makes the grass 
greener in Texas. The Easlobys 
arc not like that. Both are now 
extremely wealthy and it said 
that if Castle Howard did not 
get in the way they would own 
most of North Yorkshire be- 
tween them. 

. There are no photographs of 
the brothers throwing mortar- 
boards into the air, but they do 
knows deal. While attending a 
funeral recently, Mick saw a line 
of shops he thought to be in a 
particularly advantageous po- 
sition. He pul in an offer for the 
lot of them. 

In tbe beginning (and a cer- 
tain comedy sketch comes to 
mind) times were hard. In 1950, 
Peter Easterby returned from 
National Service with the Roy- 
al Veterinary Corps at Melton 
Mowbray (22/6d a week, he re- 
members you know) to the 
family's 25 acres at Great 
Habton (rent £100 a year he 
tells us). Easterby bought sur- 
rounding bits that came along 
and now has 2,000 acres of 
arable land oa which he pro- 
duces wheat 


“It’s never easy for a young 
trainer and I don't give a damn 
about who he is or how much 
money he's got” he said. “It 
could be that the more money 
he’s got the less chance he has 
of succeeding because he's not 
hungry. 

"The 'osses here were no 
good to start with. Useless. But 
it's surprising how much quick- 
er you think when you're skint 
and in a comer. 

"Nothing much has changed 
here. We've just bought a bit 
more furniture and decorated 
it that’s all We used to have red 
rud in the haU, that cheap paste 
that costs nothing, and we used 
to have lino down in here where 


we have carpets now. You didn't 
get fined in them days. “The 
standard of living has gone up 
a lot. I had to make a car park 
for the lads. They were lucky to 
have a bike 30 years since/ 

While Alvenon's death in the 
Grand National of 1979, a 
month after his Gold Cup suc- 
cess, is Easterb/s worst mo- 
ment, Lhe one at the other end 
of the spectrum takes a little 
more getting. “My favourite 
memory was when Night Nurse 
won the Champion Hurdle 
when he drifted out to 7-1 Jin 
1977]," the trainer said. “He 
kept drifting and we kept hav- 
ing more on. 

"The best thing, though, was 


PETER EASTERBY FACT HLE 

Full name: MHes Henry Easterby "• 

Bom: 5 Au0jst,1929 

Marled: to Marjorie tttiree ctiOdren) . 

First trainer's ilcance: 1950 ; ^ ... .... .. 

Jockeys retained: M Birch, LVtyer, RSarimyi SMatoney_ ' . 

Best horses trabmfc AJvertbn, Gokthffl, UttieCW, Nfebt Nurse. Saucy 
Wt, Sea Pigeon /.:• 

Major races won: Champion Hurdle (5 times), Cheltenham Gold dip 
(twice), Artie Trophy (three times), Irish Sweeps Hurctfe.Sdiweppea 
Gold Trophy Ayr Gold Cup (three times), Glmcrack Sates, Lincoln ' • 
Handicap, Chester Cup (twice), Ebpr Handicap. Newbury SpripgCup. 


that potatoes were very expen- 
sive that year and as we were 
se lling them 1 told my brother- 
in-law to keep four tons behind 
in case Night Nurse got beat By 
Lhe time we got back we found 
out the potatoes had gone up 
in price so it was a double- 
barrelled day.” 

Night Nurse and Easterby's 
other great hurdler, Sea Pi- 
geon, are still thriving nearby, 
but there have been relatively 
few headline horses at Habton 
Grange in the last decade. “No 
one has asked me for an inter- 
view lately,” Easterby said. 
“That’s the God's honest truth." 

No one has dared mention ei- 
ther that the maestro may be on 
the wane. Certainly his memo- 
ry is not. He can still look 
through the 1955 Horses In 
Training annual and remember 
the career of his 12-strong suing 
and how much they cost him 
and for how much he sold 
them. 

Many of his schoolmates may 
now be pottering about on al- 
lotments, taking home a bunch 
of asparagus and collapsing 
into an armchair. Easterby and 
Great Habton co-exist ener- 


R ES U LTS 


UNGFELD 

1.40: 1. HEVBR GOLF STAR U Weaved 
7-4 tar. 2. Spender 9-2: 3. Half Tom 6-1. 
6 ran. sht-hd, ta. (T J Nafaftfnn, Epsom). Tote: 
££SO: £1.10. f&BO. OF: £9.60. Coenput- 
er Strains Forecast £9.68. Nit SfaKrtao. 

2J0: LDANCMG LAWYER (JW&aer) 5- 
3: 2. Spencer's Revenge 2-1; 3. Mr New- 
omjlml 13-8 fav. 7 ma. V*. 3V*. (B Meehan, 
Lamtaum). Tate: £3.30: £1-50. £2.50. DF: 
£4.00. CSF: £7.97. NR: Lonely 

2MK L DEGD CM Lanrai) 4-5 taw; 2L Bett 
Knight 6-1; 3. Barttason 40-1. 9 ran. V', 
14. (C Britain, Newnartot). Tote: £2.40; 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Weetmaife Weigh 
(Wolverhampton 3.40) 

NB: Lady Nash 
(Wolverhampton ZIP) 


£1.30, £1.10, £7.00. DF: £4.20. CSF: 
£6.90. 7 no: £56.30. 

3JO: LTHORMOUN ESTATE (Peon McK- 
eownl 11-4 tar. 2. Loral Btangowan 50-1; 
3. Sovereign Piteee 8-1. 10 ran. hd. sh hd. 
(M Johnston. MXkflahwn). Tote: £4.20; 
£1.10. £8.80. £2.40. DF: £669.80. CSF: 
£90.47. Tncasc £910.38. Trio: £324.80. 

140: L PRESENT SITUATION (Aimee 
Cook) U-2; 2. HoenB Stem 9-1; 3. Crys- 
tal He(gMB4-l. 10 ran. 11-10 fav Fifty Ger- 
ne. 1. V*. (Lord Huntington. West Bteeyi. Tote 
£7.40: £1.70. £240, £1-30. DF: £21.60. 
CSF: £52-15. Trio: £23^0. 

4JXK l.DAWYXH(SVV>litWOrtti) 100-30; 
2. Patsy Grimes 9-1; 3. Amuka 9-4 fev. 

10 ran. 2V.. 3. (G L Moors, Epsom;. Tate: 
£2.60: £1.10. £140, £150. DF; £1720. 
CSF: £3100. Tricase £73.89. Trio: £17.10. 
Jackpot: £3.49100. 

Pteoapot: £90.70. Qoadpot: £1400. 
Place 6: £48-65. Place 5c £26.70. 
MUSSELBURGH 

3-20: 1 EURQUNX THE REBSL (P Nren] 

11 J; 2. Queens Consol 64 fav; 3. Princess 
Maxine 8-1 12 ran.2Vi. IV*. CM Hammond, 
MkMiehan'i). Ttotes £3.40; £120, £140. 
£i80. DF: £3.60. CSF: £6.74. Tno: £5.50. 

iso: i PAtaJAcao <p 3 - 1 2 . An- 

other Ventura 3-1 3. Lhe And Let Ite 66- 
1. 7 ran. 2-1 far Gatardn ffe*0- 7, c#sL (M 
Hammond. M&*fietam).Tite £320; £2^0, 
£1.10. DF: £12.90. CSF: £1172. 

2 ^ 0 C 1 MASTER OF THE ROCK (E Hus- 
band) 11 -B far. 2. Able Mayer 7-2; 3. Tlie 
Laudring Lord 9-2. 6 ran. IV*. Sht-hd. U 
Mactoe. Church Brouffworu. Tate: £160; 
£110. £2.50. DF: £3.30. CSF: £6-45. 

2-SO: 1 PUMtAN {Mtes P Jonesl 5-2 Jt 
far, 2. Ct»ani*« fiala 3-1 3. Hnqpiton 5- 
1 5 ran. 5-2 fl fav Raoul Mowr (4th). 3V?. 
2. (N Tinkler, Marion). Tote: £2-70; £130. 
£2.10. DF: £3.00. CSF: £SL28. NftTha Lau^v 
Ing Lonl. 

3J0: 1 BUJE CHARM 0 Reed) 2-1 far. 2. 
Young sawn 20-1 3. Triannta«i&l ^7 ran. 
IV*, a IMreS Bradbuma. Ojpwl. Wsgno: 
£180, £5.50. DF: £2160 CSF: £30.45. 

3 ^0:1 GRAND SCENERY (PCart5ary] 6- 

4 lav; 2. Sand KM 25-1 3- Ownrwliotei 11- 
1-5 ran. IV*. <ETu H Jot«on. OmJO- 
£2.10: £110. £8-20. DF; L1S-20. CSF : 
P3.12. After Hew^ls , KmJry.p tadngssgrid. 

4J2tfc ICOLOFCL GEORGE USuri^ 3^- 
30 fav: 2. Chief Of Wwassan 14-llWar 
Whnea 7-2 13 ran. 5, 4. (Mrs 5 ©email. 
TTvrsK). Tote: £5.00: 

DF: £30^0. CSF: £48.41 Trio: £103.80. 
Ptacapot: £17.10. Quadpot £6.00. 

Place & £2039. Pteee 5: £17 37. 


Champion ambitions on ice Maguire set for a rapid return 


Cheltenham aspirants could 
endure another frustrating Sat- 
urday, following the loss of all 
last weekend’s jump fixtures, un- 
less temperatures rise signifi- 
cantly to allow Sandown’s 
valuable Agfa day to go ahead. 

The meeting, which features 
the SciUy Isles Novices’ Chase, 
Agfa Hurdle, Agfa Diamond 
Chase and Tote Bookmakers 
Handicap Hurdle, has only a 50- 
50 chance of going ahead, ac- 
cording to the clerk of the 
course, Andrew Cooper. 

“There are bare parts that are 
still frozen solid,” Cooper re- 


ported. u "Ws are getting a very, 
very slow thaw, but we are stfll 
some way away from getting a 
race able surface." 

The Agfa Hurdle has at- 
tracted a field of Champion 
Hurdle aspirants that includes 
the David Elsworth trio Absa- 
lom's Lady, Atours and Oh So 
Risky, who have been thwart- 
ed by the loss of tbe Bula, 
Christmas and Cleeve Hurdles 
this season. 

“I would like to get Atours to 
Cheltenham with a bit of an 
edge on him as be is a stuffy 
horse,” Elsworth said. "Absa- 


lom’s Lady is likely to run too 
if San down is on. 

"Muse is also in the Cham- 
pion and has been pleasing us 
at home. He has haa a long lay 
off and we hope to have the 
chance of running him some- 
where before the Festival." 

■ KJairon Davis, last year's 
Arkle Trophy winner, complet- 
ed the course for the first time 
in three runs in the Ballymore 
Eustace Chase at Funchestown 
yesterday but could finis h only 
second to Brockley Court who 
now heads for Cheltenham’s 
Grand Annual Chase. 


Adrian Maguire, who damaged 
his knee in a pile-up at Leices- 
ter last week, has recovered so 
quickly that he is considering 
riding at San down on Saturday. 

It was initially feared that 
Maguire faced six weeks out of 
tbe saddle, taking him danger- 
ously close to missing another 
Cheltenham Festival, but even 
a revised prediction of three 
weeks’ absence could prove 
too pessimistic. 

Maguire, who hopes to ride 
out tomorrow, said: "I’ve not sat 
on a hoise since the fall but I 
have been doing plenty of ex- 


etcise. Tbe leg & improvmg veiy 
quickly and I feel very good.” 

Lanfianoo Dettori, who re- 
turned to a British race-track for 
the first time this year at ling- 
field yesterday, drew a blank 
with both his rides- Flirty Ger- 
tie for Ron Boss and Awasba for 
Gay Kelleway - but displayed 
his usual enthusiasm .about 
prospects for the coming year. 

While travelling abroad for six 
weeks he linked up^ with Jeremy 
Noseda, who was part of the 
Godolphin team last year but 
who now trains in California. 

“1 have ridden some work for 


Jeremy during the last few 
weeks, but I haven’t done any 
race-riding. Although I am lack- 
ing a couple of notches on the 
fitness scale, my weight is pret- 
ty good and it doesn’t take me 
long to get fit. 

“Matty [Cowing], my agent, 
will keep me busy over the 
next month and then I am off 
to Dubai for the whole of 
March, m be riding out for 
Godolphin in the build-up to the 
Dubai World Cup and then, 
with no suspensions and no in- 
juries, hopefully I can win an- 
other Jockeys' Championship." 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


HYPERION 

2JjO PARONOMASIA (nap) ZAO Carmarthen Bay 

Z40 Sea^Oeer 4J0 Boffy 

3L3LO Ocean Parte (nb) 4A0 Beaumont 

GOING: Standard. STALLS: 7f- Inside: remainder- auudde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: HJgh from 6f vo In 4f. 

■ F&resand, left-hand, oval course. 

■ Qwrw Js nonh oT toira on Stafford nad. Btesejdcv &oro Wolmhampton ralJ- 

way station (service from London, Eustonl 1m. ADMISSION: Entrance 56; additional 
510 for entrance to Vfrwmu Restaurant: addldona] ilfiJO for meal CAR PARK: free. 


| LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS: R Bollinaliead— 34 winners from 337 ran- 
nos gives a KDoceai ratio ot I0.1H and a kowioaSl level alaloe of 5J 23.80; M Jofan- 
Mon — 31 wmna^ 117 rumen!, 26.5%, +549JtC;J Bens — 29 winners, 192nmnera, 
J5.J9k, -£88.60; A BaOey — 28 tnnnera, J84 numera, 153W.-S15.90. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: 3 Weaver — 47 winners. 219 tides, 21 .8%, -+524.15; L Det- 
tori — 30 winners, 1 40 rid®, 21 .4%, -£32.70: K Darter— 23 winnas, 99 rides, KUNb, 
+523.95; T foe* — 21 winners, 1 IB rides, 17.0%, +55.83. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: ConaUenUe Charm (viaored), WenlveratOM Ball (2.10). 
WINNERS IN THE LA£fT SEVEN DATS? Field Of Vlahw (3.10) won here oa Wednesday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ocean Park (3 JO) has been sera 168 miles hr Udy Rer- 
riea from Angmering Park, West Soanes- 

\ 0 in | CtffVE MADBI HAMMCAP (CLASS E) £4^200 added 7F Penai- 
ty Value £2£00 

1 0W2-C2 EHHANT (13} £BF) ItasGccne) DCosg»w 4 9 10 r ffi* 1 " * 

2 056606 S0NMl»U{U)(REUi«t*lE«an4 93 - 

3 00602- LAW NASH (72) J Costetofl) C Bnur* 5 90 -"J"®® 

4 42400- CONSBEBAM CHAHM (43) (D TjAta+Wngt) ttel HateBtol 4 8 9 OMM 

5 005-30 ANOIHEHOOE TO NOTE (Ifl (T Carte) N lABnoden 5 8 5 TflMdJU^BU 

6 t&y BRA£HW.lADTtX40)6Leel EAlsawS84 CRafi«M{7)7 

7 0005-26 SBBDUS RUCT (9) (Q Marne) Sr Mark Pisan 4 8 3 fiMBakfl 

8 532040 SKHIT SNAPS PMC (19) 0* D CunaeQ PCtnd9>483 RCartarU 

9 044000 MSIHt RABJSt P3 OtadBS ftunenrilp) S Meter 4 8 2 ABelJ [7}10 

10 400630 PAJWNOHAS»piS5(P^airaOMBel4 82 ; —JlftMiinB 


11 30606-6 BOOST 03) (G tAstea) MB N Macaufey 4 B 1 Amsrata SHdn (5) 3 

12 056000 WOO U B B& B MC HAIL (13) flWaK Bawe H al FjtnJ D tksst/ Smfli 4 7 12-N Adi 5 

nrrnrtn fi t m mi>hii**» rtnm 1 1 rmiTfi i wtrrtmii T-** — cu -*. An. 

attenw ta Nate. 10-1 BmM, 12-1 tester Itedar, 1A-1 Mhen 
199S aa^s Dancer 4 9 6 J Mfeara 3-1 (E Ateon) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SERIOUS J5ACT looks unUtefrtotum out as useful as his hatf-bratrier Plain Fact who won 
Ns share of races lor Sir Mai* Prescon, but ha does hare a bn. of atsmy. He is ridden tor 
only me second time by stable jockey Gecega DuffleM (the flna wa on ms debut h are m 
October 1994) and the step up to seven furiongs. after three oumga over so. mW« mate 

a tlfliWBica. Speefly Saape Pifcte was so lenehs adnft of Senoua F&ct tn (he SoutftaM 

race won by Fterey Rrefty but s 44) better off, oil haw benefted from the n« ftas Ira 
since September) and he finished third in lour aB-weetner hantfeaps In thB firet half of 
1996. Brant has a race in ram and this could be 4 d he acts on TOresand. but he s 
much worse oft at the we&ns with Boost i23B)l and Anotterooa To Note [20lbl who 
nave finished beHral hen In UrgfiekS madens ns wkner - although those two have had 
plenty of chances. Boost has extra sound to make up but this is a more suitable tri p man 
the 10 furiongs he tedded last time. Canskterabte arena is held ty Errant on Ungfeld 
runrtng behind Samwor but she has FranMe Dettori's assistanca and Is veored for the 
fksttimB. FMng the headgear paid off tor stabtenate Mage Junction hew a fonregtt ag t 
The 'Item of lady Nash's second to Jalmad m a mile condrirans race at Southwei 
norfredout wed softebut mai was a tee tea attempt on an aU-weather surface and this 
handed over e fidong less eenorty is not beyond her If she can put n a snWlar 
performance. Setacthxc SEHfOUS FACT 

nTAAl SAGE CLAMN6 STAKES (CLASS F) £3*450 added 5f Panal- 
ty Value £2^98 

1 (B0»4 SEA^OGSttUKDtlMesNFlhaneoJDOafvnanT 911 *.< **"” * 

2 600-23 SB TASKER P) (CD) <3R0FCasrenl)JLHBiBs89S — — — 

3 20423-2 KMB RANSO (7) (CD) (The Mrade FtemersEic) R HoBnshead 59 6 Flpdb(7)3 

t 3000-00 RASMNBSABHEMTOB3taDBSeri|JBeny4 92 P Ro berts Q g 

S 000-005 B®R5ABAI8NW(Ctl)UPHaraesl DMdiofc691 

8 300060- MABC PEARL (107) (D) {Tom RobeiSl R 6 8 13 SDrmm(3)T 

7 G00060- BOfWTMEUloy f82) (CD) tMsEADaMoni P&ons 58 11 — Arareds Saodm (5) 1 

a 430300- MQWREStARp31)W0cnnPt^8PEiHa38T - JSSsndaraS 

"fi ftdw d- 

arr| 7 **°- »-* •?mi rwnr T i T1r T -**~i “"if * Lfl t "**~ a * 7-1 akmatmam. B-l 

Hade Pawl, 25-1 otbera 

1995: ftenufi Baim 5 9 1 J Never 11-10 iMs J RmsWUran 


, Lafy (lata. Srefoa Fbct, 13-2 Pterewnasla, 7-1 Aa- 


Resate 0839-1*1 171 

Commentary U1 175 


repprrwhrtlBaterlkW. 


fuTTr e s o I T s S e r VI C E 

0891 - 168 - »oS 


W' HAMPTON 
IRISH 

CREYHOUIH- 



SEA-DEBT could be olddsad tor finish ng only fcxnh to Mk» at UngftaW 11 days ago. 
when ne was tavoured by the sreights. On the other hand, he was having his first race In 
almost seven months and mot was also his Gist start since Joining Dmfd Chapman. 
Chapman Is sMUed at rawing spurnere that ham gone throujji a lean speB, so It would be 
no suprtse If ha puked up a race or two wrth See-Deer, whose Ungfisid run shcom he 
retains aDifiry. Sea-Deer rn^t not find fins stralghtfonreid. though, because Sfr Tasker 
Ires proved Ns »dng tbrthb Ftoesa n d surface and is a decent sort attWa level on Ns 
day. as he showed when winning a course and distance cMmer last Jsraray ter todays 
nder, Frankie Denon. Sir Tasker holds Pitende Balm on Southwell runnurg behind Tame 
Deer, and Pnmula Balm faces a far tougher ask than she tU when beedng Just three 
others In lest yew's contest. The mare has also to win since joining Dario Metals from 
Lynda Ramsden, but she stM looks cepable of picMng up a face wtd. judged on last year's 
record, being bate over thts five funongp must help. Kktg Rarebo can be given crock? far 
Siting to within a couple of lenguis of Chadwefi Hal, who rarely runs a poor race hem. In 
a handicap lest Wednesday, especrefty as he was comfa g bate tram more man three 
months oft. He Is far from out of il Seleetiore SEA-DEER 

lo'iril ROSEMARY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,650 added 1m If 79yds 
| O-jaj) penalty value £5^30 

1 DCCO-25 SQUIH EASIEM RED |8) {CCf (5 EBaten BecmaB H CtenBUgB 5 10 0 JH Rhnar 6 

2 (mail CELESTIAL CWR (15) (C) Ms Carafe $4«1 J 69 11 OPWn{I]3 

3 0005-10 BEnwrasaA9lintCn(Beim(lBU0Cai0aln498 L Dettori 5 

4 0345-40 KDnEIBMMNCHl (7) (Q (Peris Gok^iei) A Beley 4 9 7 GCvteS 

5 240020- JUNaEPfflR0LC129}(P£$9USlteQflg)ClfciiE!y4 95 HDUtetU 

6 DQ332-1 OCEAN PARK [1R (C) (E RoBbO Lady Hsnles 5 9 5 DonUdteowaT 

7 440000- 6UUFSHAA0I (4® (Q (Tha Bfctiy HBBUsy Fattnenhlpi EAlsten 493 Jtertew4 

8 022003- QUNRA (B9) (Maunre Hrfiyl T Qeient 5 9 3 I Stack (3) 30 

9 3506-23 BENBCO (11) (CO) £ MSiM) Mb N Mac*iq! 7 8 13 Areaeda Satan (5) 1 

ID 22C&01 HOD OF VEXM (7) (HI) (R W Itggns) U Johnston 6 8 11 <5w) 1 Warner 2 

11 411280- IDCOBOTOMW [11^ (ThePlPomectaJM Bet 587 H Fenton 9 

12 5000-51 CRETAflAIN OB) (Q (Green DtenondM«)SB(Mliig4 81 HCaMell 

BETmite 4-1 CatesUniCtMiit, OS Oeeaa Part, 6-1 RnU Of VMnn, 13-2 BenrentSoMe, 7-1 Band- 
ca, 8-1 any Agtfa, ID-1 Saute Eaten Prod, 12-1 QUnta, 1*4 nfhare 
1995: Ls&l Ram 4 8 71 WSfiame 6-1 [M Jotsnmn) 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FIELD OF VISION beat Maple Bay here lent week end. Judged simply on that narrow win, 
win find ft rffflojt to defy the penalty, but the longer journey, plus wafting tactics, dearly 
suited the sh-yeanofal. who just have a utue Improvement ki hfan at this distance. 
There's plenty of northwhfle opposition, partxaSerty CMnet l a i Choir, a tough type who 
wont be fnconveneneed by dropping back in (finance after a flret snores over a mUe and 
a hah at Southwell last tfrne. At the other end ot the handicap b Grey Again, another 
mere who was sued by a longer trio at SouthweB on her latest start. Uhe Celestial Choir, 
she's from a yard gang weB, but It remains to be seen ft she is up to winning at tttis lewL 
Bearing fa nsno Ocean Patfc Is trained by Lady Hemes, he might haw the scope id defy 
bang raised 8ft> since he was beaten by Chaumana Choice ham in November. He's 
relatively unexposed when It comes to aft-weather racing. Bernard Sewn had a length 
and traee-quaitere bj apare over South Eastern Fred Ob bean) here on 10 January, 
when Komreyev Dancer was a respectable fourth on Ns flret run of the year. In the 
meantime. South Eastern Fred has done beat of tea three, finishing fifth baMnd KfagOT 
Tiaras under lQst at Dngftald, but he’s do weB to gwe away the weltfiL This trip could be 
on me short srda for Lncore to ndo. whose record suggaaa she comes good alter tiw 
weather's wanned up, while Qehtra tatetes this surface far me first dire (atthou£i that 
dkfat stop stabtemate WonderiU Day nmlng a good second behind Ashover an her 
recant reappearance atSouthwefiL Selection: FIELD OF VISION 

Iq'A/Y I HEADLAM FLOOR COVEFONG HATtotCAP (CLASS C) £7^50 
[±™J added 3YD 6f Penalty Value £5£56 

1 3314- CHANDME WW TO ft* tan HoBorawd) J L ^re 9 7 RLflppfa9 

2 43011-1 IURABAR£T(22)(CO)l8NEteStelldX)MteBm)PHasieni95 IttetaneT 

3 0031- CAIWARIHENBKr|4QTO(DRWJona}GLMoore9 4 * A dark 6 

4 04156- HEVER GOLF EXPRESS (179) fltew Rackig CU) I) T J Nat^ttcr 8 13 IWowwl 

5 620-122 WBHiMfS WBBH (5) (P) • i Q gd tenwn LgD R Hertratwad 8 12 LDsttodri 

6 420-1 PKWCHYSOU® 01) TO (B W BjOWJ M Btl 8 10 MFaolaaS 

7 40005-3 lfm0Wl«SIMECM)(GDritaMywm)ABaBBy810 fin WanriiS 

6 202008 THEmSNrRUaR{ll}GJBusrfWGMTumGr712 C Ait ae nu (5)2 

9 600122 IHEnRE HAOC (7) OaaithsnnonillfadngS Boeing T 12 NCaiMeS 

-SdKtead- 

BEnWQ: 9v2 CMiartiwe Bat, S-llhaatraAtaglc, Wretertay;lLa»Bat m aB te Wil»M C Blaidaa t 
7-1 Piiecrfy Sound, 8-1 Hem Golf Btpmsa, 10-1 Mitten Mbfcdra, 154. Dm HMy Ffinear 
1B95: fio Havw Gat 3 9 7 G Carter 94 (TJ AtagBM] 8 ran 
FORM 

Michael Baft knows wnat Is warned fa these all wa aher hendhaps for three-year-olds- he 
and Mutate Ftentnn won faurearty last year w*h Grand Sefacdon -» PRWCEUf SOUND 
m®w be tfw answer even rf the farm of Ns Ungfield maiden wen ts unttrely to amouK m 
much. Ha won comfortably and can Improve. The same applies to Carararthea Bay, a 
progressive son Iasi season and from a yeid that has vron two slmBar races recently with 
B&uhef. WteoBnatfE weigh is bang at form at present and seems sure to make a race 
of it. but Ultra Barley, well placed to win a seller and fata dafaiwis. wni not find It easy to 
remain unbeaten on the aB-weatirar in this competitive hantecep. (Are Barley's 
stablemans. China Castle, has beaten Theatre Mogta in Ms test ten starts, over on 


extended mle here and seven furlongs at Southwaft. Up vrith the pace in both races. 
Theatre Mage myjn just be worth tfw benefit of the doubt aa fur as the drop in tesrence 
- is concerned- Les eyre does w«fl with the horaas he gels bom other trainers, but 
(MenAw, Mrawr of a Bath manJen for ftjger Chariton, gives away wte£K afl iwmd. Uhe 
Cetanrfne, Hover Golf tetpreae tecta a recent outing and races on sand tor the fast time. 
Found ratting in mo tntey events after winning a FUfcsstone marian, Haver Gold Express 
might do better now ha’s been gakted. Selec t io n : PRINCELY SOUND 

[ 410 1 MARJORAM SELLING STAKES (CLASS GHSPfWfT SELLING 
SERES QUALIFIER) £3,200 3YO Of Penalty VMua £2,224 

1 1060-41 BORY (M) (Q TOP* Batfi] B Bagill 3 km Wands (7) G 

2 342100- DONTTHlAYfWC (Blj (0 (Tan HK ConxritaaOxG) P Evans 9 3 S Sanders 7 

3 0000- RAB5I»FftEA)|43)|CJneink)GLUne812 SWMbnrfii4 

4 1005&0 RWXyS RWOf (ZB; P) [Ite M O'Donne* ABateyfl 12 A#* Stan (7) 2 

5 311406- IRA PBMBO (tefl) {CD} ftfrnff Doe) MtaiOaraB12 NKmady3 

6 13060-1 MVSnc TEMPO pS} (CD) (Juft Pasaig Ihtxtei PTlte) ^JSragi 812 -JlCochnml 

7 000 SHOQTTIEIflfSIBB.CIA)(iaBTen) JPckemg812 NCsfirtaB 

8 064 DHESCOtelOiesCItetntaariRHoBnriiradS 7 FIj«*(7)UJ . 

9 324006 aFW (jurat BO Dadd Abed)) L Haris 8 7 lW—nr9 

10 620- THE HKIBANGMCESH (BO) Daw} Caiteta J L E)ve 8 7 RUpfdnU , 

11 B4506 UBIDBA BXKK (14) (1 L J Werfan B 7 IQutet5 

BETTMB: 100-30 IRstie Tempo, 7-2 Bfafly, 4-1 BflB Qnem, 6-lTtra MBn0arissft, 7-1 VAetorta 
Sfaex, 15-1 Dfw*-C, 12-1 Rootf* F«a«^ 1A-1 ottrai 
1995s mmorteon GW 3 8 12 G Cana 11-10 (J Barry) 9 rai 
FORM CUBE 

ELFM QUEEN was placed fa trar first two starts far Mart Johnston last season and gave a 
satisfactory first performance on en ardfioal surface when naming on from some way 
back Into IHth behind Miss Canreene at Lfagfieid tost week. She hod a bigwe&itanci, not 
only wrt she be sharper lor the rim, she is sure ® appreciate tins tenpin grade. An fasida 
drew, so often a handicap on this course, ddnt stop Mystic Tempo beating Mam 
Street and Miss pfakpoteat in renter company here fora weeks ag>. The B Gran Senor 
fifty, a Pontefract winner last season far Robert Sangatte, was at home in mat easier class 
and. smartly awj her stride, showed ahead at heSWay and wos never 03«ng to be caugiL 
Boffy hept on to be fourth, under three lengths behind, whle ft was another two necks 
bach to Dbes-C fa stxsh. Hood’s Fancy seventh, a further the tenths behind, and the 
oitsider Shoot The Mtastml smiffilng after msang the break. The weights are more or 
less me same. It can justifiably be atgred that Bofiy needed that first nm fa more thar 
two months. He w era on to beet Memo Strea here era a belong leas more convfacmtey 
than Mystic Tempo had and awn stretched his advantage a fade over Dhes-C. who was 
fourth this time. Wlrar defeats that suggestion, though, fa that Mystic Tempo was having 
her first run since November and her first from her present yard. Sira stated afro be 
sharper on this occasion, and a case can be made tor Dhes-C back over this longur top. 
Boffy had the dreaded Inside draw iteran only euh behind Dent Tel Anyone here fa 
September. Anting no extra after being headed a furlong out An 8fo pul and a better 
(ftaw are fa Body's favour tnis time, setoetkm ELFIN QUEEN 

[jTAfil THYME HANDICAP (CLASS IQ £5yl0O added lm 4f PenaL 
! : - ty Value £3^69 

1 423235- IBnMAAfWTHKCUBITOTOMsMCOaraieBIABafn 718 0 AMackwlO 

2 16641- MOIMBfr (1761 (R Hfey) R Mcllelar 4 10 0 TVffitasS 

3 0002-51 FQBZABTO TO (OtetatiousB lk*ln® Fte) S 9o«ng4 g 13 (5ft0 CttagaTOA 

4 21-5214 BBUAMM5 LAW (B) TO IP frxw) J Pkienng 5 9 12 lOtoS 

5 13240-2 VTONnSTFULDATTO (MiuncB i<jrty)T Ckmcrt 59 10 I Stack (3) 3 

6 450- DRUM BATTLE (133) [Daed Ow*v) W G M Timer 4 98 AIMBmrthl 

7 4164-13 RRW.BD(USA9(2QTO|BF)ftalW(riee)MisNMacate9y896 JkotasSredareTOB 

8 40KB0- DESBITPtMSi (53) (Rhys Thorn® VMamt) D Btedral 794 Dean Hdfadwn 7 

9 45941-3 BEAIBNONr (IQ (P Crarwigten) J Barrie 6 9 0 RCocbnna8 

10 lOQAXM) DANCE ON 8BPBIC6 BD Wfariocfc Racial J Ihaacocfc 8 7 10 Dteaflfasoa2 

IMMnn w&ic 7a JOb. True hanfirap vtige Dance On Sbpence 7st 4ft. 

BETIMe 4-1 Feraair, 92 Bceoraoat, 64 BanfaralM taw, 6*1 BMoMMet, Wvaf BU, 7-1 Dram Bat- 
tle, 9-1 WoadertH Day, 10-1 Maatafreareitirin, lt-1 Desert Power, 25-1 Drees Oa Sbaranca 
1996b Shafayr 4 8 5 L Damn 1D1 (R HoBnatced) B tan 

FORM GUIDE 

It is difficult to know what to make of FORZADTs veiy easy win in a marten over this 
dsunee at SouttrweB nine dtare ago. The hancScapper has left Ms rating uncharted, out 
the nm tfid at least show that he geo the tip and ta Is worth a chance despite e 5ft> 
penafty. The Forzando ^kring had smart farm at up to seven furtonga far Maa 
McCormack bu always justlacked the pace to wfa and that also proved the case after he 
joined Roy Souring, although he failed tv orriy a Bran-head to hold Uterty-weigiied Utile 
Scarf an over the extended mUe here last month. Forzair best odds-on Kane Ofiver seven 
lengths tan tta.wWt a 20-tangh gyp to the thtid. Beofamfcu lew tad my steecdon wei 
behlta when runner-up to Maple toy over a mite at Southuefl recently, but he has yet to 
prove trimsatf ner a mBa and a half and looks Iritei enougi ui the weights. Rival Bid 
seems to get two mdes over hides, out he did not took happy over SouthweS's U 
furlongs fa November and hfa credftabie nms since have been over ImgDeid's mile and a 
quarter. Woedat&il Day mss having ner first nm « three months when second to Ashover 
at Southwei Um3f) recently. This tnp fa no problem and she should fft dose. Parere wn t , 
stxth of nine in a Southwell amatewrtace test time, stated go well with Ray Cochrane on 
board. fitantoHn— jUito was a fair third over course and distance on his tost aft-weather 
nm fa March bw may need tins fast outing Since September. Selection: FORZAIR 


sport 

Drug test 
pair to 
take ITF 
to court 


Tennis 

Mats WQander and Karel No- 
vacek said yestenky they would 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 

getkahy as they have for over 
40 years. 

There is an interesting blend 
of the old and new at the yard, 
where the stonework and flags 
have the shine and roundness 
of age. A barrow of logs stands 
outside the office and a decay- 
ing borsebrush is on the win- 
down ledge. Inside, the 
secretary supervises a fox and 
computer. This stable has ac- 
commodation in the most awk- 
ward of areas, and if you 
opened a cupboard it would be 
no surprise to see a couple of 
horses' heads pop out 

Back in the lounge, Easter- 
by is displaying a strange con- 
versational habit: staring 
upwards as if he is about to add 
to a previous thought. Nothing 
ever comes. 

As his inquisitor gets up to 
leave, he notices that Easterby 
has bought two Lottery tickets. 
The trainer bids farewell as he 
delivers a business mind's ap- 
preciation of Came lot’s opera- 
tion. “It’s a great thing that 
Lottery, people queueing up at 
that counter and buying sweets 
and chocolates all the time,” he 
says. “Bye bye.” 


Interna Dona) Tbnnis Federation 
in the United Slates and London 
over allegations of drug abuse. 

In a statement the two play- 
ers; accused the London-based 
ITF of smearing them by leak- 
ing "false” information, show- 
ing that they tested positive for 
cocaine at the French Open last 
year. 

The test results were first re- 
ported last Sunday but had 
been kept quiet while the play- 
ers appealed. "We have taken 
le^al steps against ITF at the 
High Court in Londo n. M ore le- 
gal action against ITF, their 
leaders and other officials can 
be expected in the United 
States,” the players said. 

“There is a scandal here. 
But it is not about drug abuse. 
Instead, it is a scandal about ITF 
smearing two top athletes just 
as tbe accusations against them 
were to be unveiled as false." 

The players claimed the ITF 
had informed them of the pos- 
itive tests, but had not given them 
a fair chance to defend them- 
selves. They alleged the ITF had 
refused to provide evidence on 
which the charges were based. 

“Tbe ITF ignored, in a shock- 
ing maimer, the players’ funda- 
mental rights and caused their 
reputation enormous harm.” 
added the players, who success- 
fully underwent Be detector tests. 
The ITF has not commented. 

Monica Seles pulled out of the 
< doubles to concentrate cm the sin- 
gles at the ftin Pacific Open in 
■fokyo yesterday. She had entered 
the doubles with local favourite 
Kinriko Date, the world No 6. 

Of concern to the tourna- 
ment was a newspaper report 
from Melbourne that a caller 
had threatened Seles’ life before 
she won the Australian Open. 
Police are investigating a threat 

Sdes made no refermce to the 
report in announcing at the last 
minute that she was p ulling out 
of the doubles to protect her in- 
jured shoulder. A statement 
from Victoria pobce said they had 
been alerted to a security threat 
made against an unnamed play- 
er during the Australian Open 
and extra police had been as- 
signed to tighten security. 

Seles plays her first singles 
match today against Irina Spir- 
lea, of Romania. In the first 
round yesterday attention fo- 
cussed on 15-year-old Martina 
Hingis’ 6-3, 64 defeat of former 
world No 3 - now No 7 - 
Gabriela SabatinL The Argen- 
tinian looked to be recovering as 
she took a 3-1 lead in the second 
set, but the Swiss player stead- 
ied and fought back to win. 


WEEKEND 
FIXTURES AND 
POOLS FORECAST 


ER Caf**g PmniaisUp 

1 Araorai v Covenoy 1 

2 Astral VBa v Leeds J. 

3 BtaeMun v Bolton — J. 

♦ Uvarprariv Tottenham : X 

5 Manchester Cttv v QPR _.x 

6 Nowcastte v Sheffield wed. 1 

7 Southampton v Evernn 2 

8 West Ham v Nook&om Forest 3 

9 Wimbledon v Manchester Utd 2 

Ptayfag Sratay Orafaea v AMelertrougi. 

Ee iWW gh l—aranca Lea^e 
FhatHvWM 

10 Bemsiey v Watfont J. 

11 Grimsby v Derby X 

12 Huddenflek! vTranmere 1 

13 Ipswich v west Bramrich 1 

14 Leicester v Luton 1 

15 Sheffield Ufa v Crictoam X 

18 Southend v Mftean — m — 1 

17 VlfalvertramotDn v Stentorian] 2 


men v B fa nfag ra tr u Port Vtaa v Stoke: Read- 
ing v Portsmouth. 

Second Dfvtekia 

IB Bfadfaool v TU J. 

19 Bournemouth v Wycombe J. 

20 Brentford v Burnley X 

21 Bnghton v Wrexham Z 

22 Bristol RoversvWatea* ~___A 

23 CheBEffieU v Swansea 1 

24&BwevYork i. 

23 Notts Couftyv Peterborough 1 

28 Rotiieriram v Oxford Utd 1 

27 Shravstuiy v Bradford X 

28 Stockport v Bnstol City j. 

29 Swindon v Carfc&le 1 

TMrd Dhrtsloa 

30 Barnet v Scunthorpe 1 

31 Buy v Hereford J, 

32 Cambridge utd v GWftfiam X 

33 Cardiff v Doncaster -3 

34 Dertngun v Layton Orient 1 

35 Herttopoolv Rochdale -1 

36 Uneoto v Cototaster 2 

37 Mansfield v Northampton 2 

38 nymouth v Chester 1 

39 Scamoroufii v Exeter - — 1 

40 Torquay v rufoam 2 

41 wironv Preston J. 

BaVa Scottish League 
Premier DtvMofl 

42 Celtic v Hibernian -1 

43 Fsfldrk v Kfanamocfc -X 

44 Hearts vRaith -1 

45 Motherwal v Aberdeen 2 

46 Party* v ftor^ts 2 

First Division 

47 Aotina v Clydebank X 

48 Dundee Utd v St Johnstone X 

40 Duntomrime v Dundee 1 

GO Greenock Morton v Hemiton 1 

51 S> Mirren v Dunbteton 1 

Second Dtvfsloa 

52 Ayrv Stentausemulr X 

53 East Fife v Qyde 1 

54 Montro6ev Berwick. 2 

55 Stirifag v Queen of the Souh..— 1 

56 Stranraer vFbrtar j. 

Third Dtvteioa 

57 Albion v East Soring J. 

68 Moa v Ross County 1 

Also playing (hat on ooupone): Arbroath v 

Queerfsrariti&tedorriroTvDoMfetaeattxUv- 

fagston v Brechin. 

FOUR DRAWS; Liverpool v Tottenham; aims- 
far v Darby: Brentford v Brantay: Canfondga Utd 
vGMngtam. 

HUE AWAYS: Southampton v Bertorc UMver- 
tarnpton v Sunderland: Brighton v Wrexham; 
Cardiff v Doncaster. Mcn tar ra te f v Aberdeen. 
TEN HOM&Sc Bleckbum v Boftoi; tfaddeoMd 

vTranmere; Leicester v Luton; Blackpool v mt 
Crew vYbrtc SuMKion vCartsie: Daritofcon v 
Lfaicn Orient; Celtic v Ikbemlerq Greenock Mor- 
ton v Harrdton; StBtrig v Queen of the South. 


j rr~JT‘ 
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sport 


— — ' ic CIive White reports 

THE ENGLAND SUCCESSION: Internationa! experience seen as a prerequisite by the game’s professiona ■ 


Robson is players’ choice for national 


T he Football Association 
may be still making up its 
mind, but those who make 
their living from the game 
appear to have made their 
choice for the next England 
coach. Bryan Robson, the Mid- 
dlesbrough manager, had the 
most support when the Inde- 
pendent canvassed opinion 
among English players in the 
Premiership. 

When the same cross-section 
was asked to put aside the 
claims of the young bucks - 
namely Messrs Robson, Keegan. 
Francis (Geny), Hoddle and 
Wilkins - and select their out- 
sider, there was a pronounced 
preference for Howard’s way, 
with Leeds’ Wilkinson and 
Sheffield United’s Kendall 
drawing equally strong backing. 

Robson may have ruled him- 
self out - as have many of the 
other contenders- but if his arm 
can be twisted he would be the 
_ choice of Premiership footballers 
" nationwide. More than half erf the 
players we spoke to thought he 
was the best candidate. 

The days of the Whiter Win- 
terbottoms, indeed even more 
latterly, the Graham Taylors, 
are long past Players nowadays, 
certainly international players, re- 
serve their respect for those 
managers who have been there, 
seen it and done it With 90 caps 
and experience in just about 
every major tournament in the 
world, the player they called 
Captain Marvel deady qualifies 
on that score. 

As Simon Barker, the Queen’s 
Park Rangers midfielder, put it 
‘Internationa] players have big 
egos so you need a man in 
charge who could command 
their respect." 

Wimbledon's Alan Kimble 
agreed “In an open field I would 
choose Bryan Robson and that 



Bryan Robson fits the Ml because hris already one step ahead of the rest having had two yeas working and Jearrmg alongside Venables. He commands tremendous respect 


Photograph: Empics 


goes for the majority of my fel- 
low professionals," he said. ‘'We 


low professionals," he said. ‘'We 
know what a tremendous player 
he was and although he is stiti in 
his early days as a manager, he has 
already been successful at Mid- 
dlesbrough. He has Internation- 
al experience as a player and also 
as a coach alongside Venables." 

Continuity was a big factor in 
Robson's favour with some 
players. “Bryan Robson fits the 
bill to my mind because he’s 
already one step ahead of the rest 
having had two years working 
and learning alongside Ven- 
ables." Kevin Richardson, the 
Coventry midfielder and for- 
mer international, said. “He 


commands tremendous respect 
among players because of bis 
track record, wink his experience 
of man management at Mid- 
dlesbrough will also be vitaL" 
Nfgel Spink, the Aston Villa 
goalkeeper, was another keen to 
see continuity maintained. “If 


see Robson in harness with an 
older man, if not Venables then 
someone like WJkmson. “We’re 
lucky to have so many ready- 
made candidates for the job - 
even if some of them have 
started to put their dubs before 
country," Gary Charles, the 


BACKING FOR GEORGE GRAHAM 

'l think George would quite fancy the challenge 
and as a character he would be able to take 
the pressure that goes with it' - Robbie Earle 



Terry Venables does quit then we 
should keep the appointment in- 
house and that would mean 
Bryan Robson. He’s seen at first 
hand how Terry works in a situ- 
ation that is so different to being 
a club manager, plus the feet I 
also like the way he’s got Mid- 
dlesbrough playing." 

Many voiced a preference to 


Aston Villa full-back. said. “But 
when the dust finally settles 1 
expect both Howard Wilkinson 
and Bryan Robson to figure 
prominently - maybe as a part- 
nership." 

Several players still clung to 
die belief that Venables would re- 
consider his position. Villa’s 
Gareth Southgate said: "By com- 


mon consent, Nfenabks is still the 
right man for the job. 1 have not 
worked with enough people to 
confidently nominate anyone 
else. Tm surprised anyone would 
really want the job considering 
all the hype and pressure that 
goes with the territory. You 
would have to have the skin of 
a rhino to withstand the flak and 
that’s why it’s a phy Brian Clough 
is not still around - at his best." 

After Robson, the main sup- 
port of players was for Glenn 
Hoddle. Geny Francis and Kevin 
Keegan, with some backing for 
Ray Wilkins. Francis had the 
support of the former England 
captain. Stuart Pearce, even 
though the Forest full-back has 
never played under him. “He 
has the ideal qualities for the 
job," he said. “A former England 
skipper, he also has a terrific 
record in League management 
as well as the determination to 


play the game the right way.” 

Someone who has played 
under Francis, the Queen’s Park 
Rangers striker Bradley Alien, 
believed that he at least could be 
persuaded to throw his bat into 
the ring. T know he has said that 
he doesn’t want the job, but 
Geny is a very clever man. 

“If England don’t do well 
next summer then it's a perfect 
situation for him. If he came in 
and took them to the World Cup 
he would be a hero. With the 
system he uses and the way he 
makes his teams so solid Fra sure 
he would do well. He is such a 
good tactician and secretly 1 
think he would like the job. If he 
gets offered it at the right time 
I think’he would take it." 

Mark Draper, the Aston Villa 


career both at home and abroad 
was exemplary," Draper said. 
■ He's very much his own man 
and anyone who can quit the 
game for eight years and then 
pick up the reins again with 
such impact at Newcastle must 
be spedaL - 


ruled out. I would pick Howard 
Wilkinson or Howard KendaO be- 
cause they both have proven 
track records." 

Of the other contenders who 
have not ruled themselves out. 
there was substantial support for 
Bobby Robson, who led England 


3t a lot of character and he 


BACKING FOR GERRY FRANCIS 

• ‘He has a terrific record in League management 
as well as the determination to play the 
game the right way* - Stuart Pearce 



playmaker. likened Keegan's 
qualities to those of Venables, 
and felt he had the all-round abil- 
ities for the job. “His playing 


John Moncur. the West Ham 
midfield player, backs Hoddle. his 
former manager at Swindon. 
Moocursaid: Tve worked under 
Glenn and know how good he is. 
He has a great knowledge of the 
game and to be a top-class man- 
ager you need to have. played at 
the top leveL If Hoddle and the 
other main contenders were 


to the semi-finals of the 1990 
World Cup. There was some 
backing for both Ron Atkinson 
and David PleaL while there were 
honourable mentions for Jim 
Smith. Jack Charlton and Ken- 
ny Dalglish. 

Peter Fear. Wimbledon's 
Under-21 international, said; 
“Ron Atkinson is mv choice. He 


has got a tot oi cnaracrei auu m. 
would give the team some per- 
sonality. He is a manager who 
does his own thing and nas a bit 
of a laugh" 

Perhaps the most surprising 
name to be mentioned was that 
of George Graham. Some 
London players expressed sup- 
port for the former Arsenal 
manager, despite the fact that 
he is Scottish and persona non 
grtua with the Football Associ- 
ation at the moment^ 

Robbie Earle, the Wimbledon 
midfielder, said: “He showed 
down the years with Arsenal what 
a superb tactician and organiser 
he is and his record stands along- 
side anybody's. I know he's had 


his problems in the last year bat 
let’s face it, so has Terry. I think 


George would quite fancy the 
challenge and as a character he 
would be able to take the pres- 
sure that goes with it" 


Questions of Sport 


Derby snap up Powell 


PHIL SHAW 


£40,000 to be won 


iV:-# 



Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

!n Saturday’s paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch 
card which, If you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the 
chance of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 


You don't have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 
knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to 
answer each question, so if you are in any doubt, check it out 


The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to Friday 2 
February. 


As well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize 
of £5, 000 to be won. 


HOWTO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Wednesday 31 
January. Below are three sporting 
questions, each with three possible 
answers coded as A, B and C. 

Scratch off your answer to Question 
Sixteen, either A,B or C in the Q16 
column then repeat for Q17 and Q18. 


THE QUESTIONS 

Q16 In wUck sport Is the Curtis 

Cup contested? 

A: Golf 
B: Badminton 
C: Tennis 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

if you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one game section on 
any one day, you win that amount 
After you have played the fast game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5.000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. You could also win 
today’s instant prize of £100 by 
revealing an asterisk. 


Q17 Who is the world 100 
metres record bolder? 

A: Donovan Bailey 
B: Leroy Burrell 
C*. Linford Christie 


QUS How many times cSd Red 
Ron win the Grand National? 

A: Two 
B; Three 
C: Four 


HOW TO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menzies, Fbrbuoys. Martins/RS 
McCoil, Dillons, Gibbs. Macs, 
Supemrgs. United News Shops. Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Ffepercftain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

If you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Spoit claims, PO Box 60. Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 


RULES 

3- No purchase necessaiy. Cards am fre«y 
available from rwsagents or Oy sending a 
large $ae to: Independent Questions Of Sport 
Card Request. PO Bar 41, BlacMxim X. B82 
6AG. O* card per request 

2. The prom lor each game wUi be awarded to 
the player or players making a successful 
ctafm. 

3. A!) dams are subject to scrutiny and cards 
must be Intact to be digue tor a prize. Cams 
Wh printing errors are void. 

A. Wtnnere must agree to the Duttlcation of their 
names and photographs , n The independent 
and the Independent on Sunday. 

5. Should more prizes be claimed than are 
awHabte In any prize category, tor arty reason, 
a ample draw will take place for the pnre. 

6. Persons under 16 years old, employees of 
Newspaper PutoHsNrjg pte. . Mmor Group. 
Eurtvlnt Promotions Ltd.. Newspaper 
PuMsftmg pic retail agents, their agents and 
families are not allowed to play. 

7. The Editors' decisions are final m all matters 
relating to the jpmes. No correspondence can 
fie entered into. 

8. Newspaper PttoUUUng pfc reserve the flgtt uj 
stop the game at any time and change the 
conditions. 


Derby County, the Finn Division 
leaders, strengthened their 
squad yesterday by signing Chris 
Powell, the Southend left-back, 
from under the noses of Birm- 
ingham City for £80 0.000. 

Barry Fry. the Birmingham 
J and former Southend manager. 

' claimed Powell was bound for St 
: Andrew's until the Essex club 
1 asked for Steve Claridge in ex- 
1 change. Fry was unwilling to lose 
his top scorer, and described 
Southend's subsequent refusal to 
grant him permission to talk to 
Rowell as "a kick in the whatsits”. 

Derby's former Birmingham 
manager. Jim Smith, promptly 
wrapped up a deal for Poweti. 
who had been poised to join 
Manchester City last week be- 
fore a disagreement over the 
method of payment. Shane 
Nicholson, whose place Powell 
takes at the Baseball Ground, 
later discussed terms with West 


Bromwich Albion after the 
clubs agreed a £150.000 fee. 

Fry also failed in a £lm bid 
for Marcus Stewart, the lS-goal 
Bristol Rovers striker. Rovers' 
vice-chairman. Geoff Dunford. 
said Fry was "living in fantasy 
land" if be hoped to land Stew- 
art for under £2m. The Birm- 
ingham manager retorted that 
Dunford w as himself in “cloud 
cuckoo land", and observed 
poinrecQy that Stewart would be 
out of contract in the summer. 

On their way out of West 
Brom yesterday was Mike Phe- 
lan. the former Manchester Unit- 
ed and England player, who has 
rejoined I Norwich, when: he will 
assist with coaching, and the 
striker James Mcvue, who 
signed for Partick Thistle. 

Blackburn have taken the 
unusual step of issuing a state- 
ment criticising ‘'inaccurate and 
unfounded" media reports 
which suggested chat David Bat- - 
ty had walked out on tbc cham- 
pions and was being forced to 


train with the junior players. 
Robert Coar. Blackburn’s chair- 
man. said that Batty, a transfer 
target for Newcastle, trained 
normally with the first-team 
squad yesterday. 

The Football Association con- 
firmed yesterday that its disci- 
plinary committee would study 
video evidence of last week's Pre- 
miership match between West 
Ham and Manchester United 
before deciding whether to ask 


Fans are 
roused by 4 
home run 


the referee. Barnsley's Stephen 
Lodge, to reconsider his dis- 


Lodge, to reconsider his dis- 
missal of United's Nicky Butt 
Representatives of Uefe, Eu- 
ropean football’s governing 
body, will meet officials of the 
European Commission in Brus- 
sels tomorrow to discuss the im- 
plications of the Jean-Marc 
Bosnian case. The European 
Court of Justice ruled last 
month that Uefe 's transfer-fee 
rules and player-nationality re- 
strictions violated European 
Union law regarding the free 
movement of workers. 


Yorke keeps level head 



independent | 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 


Wednesday 31 January 1996 

To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 


Take this coupon to any of trie 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME ..... 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE., 

TELEPHONE 


To the Newsagent Please check 
the card is correct and gjve the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
winning card to your head office for 
foil redemption. 


Despite his brush with the law 
at the weekend Neil Ruddock 
hopes to be in the Liverpool 
linc-up that will try to deny 
I Dwight Yorke his 50th goal for 
i Aston Villa in tonight's key 
Premiership game, 
i Ruddock was arrested by 
police on Sunday night - and re- 
leased without charge - after his 
£57.000 Porsche overturned, 
but he looks to have convinced 
Roy Evans, the Liverpool man- 
ager. that he should retain his 
place at Villa Park. 

The priority will be to stop 
Yorke, who scored twice in a 2-1 
win against Liverpool in Villa’s 
last home League game of 
1993-94 and repeated the dou- 
ble dose last May in a 2-0 win 
that helped preserve his club's 
Premiership place. 

Villa are in the Coca-Cola 
Cup semi-finals and on Sunday 


Yorke's penalty sent them into 
the FA Cup last 16 - and a win 
would leave them level with 
third-placed Liverpool with a 
game in hand. 

“Things have gone well for 
me and the team so far - but we 
are aware that we have to keep 
thing; going because we haven't 
won anything yet," Yorke said. 

“There are a lot of important 
games ahead in a short space of 
time and we have to make sure 
all the good work is not thrown 
away." 

Leeds hope that Tony Dorigo 
(hamstring) and Richard Job- 
son (thigh) will be fit to return 
at Nottingham Forest with 
David WctheraU and Paul 
Beesiev suspended, as are Mark 
Ford and Lee Chapman. 

Forest, unbeaten at home, 
lack their captain. Stuart 
Pearce, who is struggling with 


a strain suffered during Eng- 
land’s recent get-together. 

Alan Ball returns to The 
Dell for the 6rst time since be 
left Southampton seven months 
ago - and the build-up has 
been far from smooth with his 
Manchester City squad chang- 
ing hotels after a row. 

Gordon Watson wins a recall 
alongside Neil Shipper! ey for 
Southampton and Mark tyaJ- 
teTfc. faces his former Anfield 
colleague Nigel Clough, who is 
making his City debut. 

West Ham have failed to re- 

reivework permit clearances for 

Croatian defender Slaves 
Buie and the Romanian Ilie 
Dumitrescu in time for the vis- 
it of Coventry. The Sky Blues 
hope that midfielder Kevin 
Richardson will shrug off a 
knee injury. Gordon Straub an 
and Willie Boland stand by. 


South Africa hope emotional 
home support wfll help to car- 
ry them vest Ghana in their 
African Nations’ Cup semi-find 
in Johannesburg today. 

The tournament may have 
been beset by poor attendances 
but tite chance of .seeing rite 
home team reach the showpiece 
of their first finals tournament, 
is expected to attract a capacity 
75,000 crowd to Soccer City.' 

That semi is being billed as 
the “premature final”, with 
lUnisia and the high-scoring 
Zambia, who dispute Che oth- 
er place in the final earlier in the 
day in Durban being dismissed 

as underdogs. • • 

South Africa won a dramat- 
ic quarter-final against Algeria 
on Saturday, a match which fi- 
nally raised public interest in the 
tournament and heightened 
the prospect of anodier sport- 
ing triumph to go with The na- 
tion’s rugby union success. 
"Everything is working: weO for 
us. Forward we go, backwards 
never," midfielder John 
Mosboeu said. . ;'-.p ' 

Ghana , the pre-tonrnament 
favourites, will have captain 

Abedi 1^16 back in string 
line-up. He was carried off dur- 
ing Sunday’s quartex£jin&i victory 
over Zaire, but an X-ray revealed 
no crack or breakfo &s swollen 
ankle. Ghana^pursuit of a 

record fifth Neons’ Cup title 
was also will also be boosted by 
the return of due: striker Yaw 






Preko, whoip^'tfaefrth^; ; 


South Africa wiD be without” 
the I^edftJnited forward Phil ; 

M.ndn P ^ jyho will be serving a 
one-matdssuspension after re- • . 
ceivtngh&secoQd caution of the 
tournament on Saturday. South' 

Africa’s coach, Clive Barker,' 

said he would be replaced 

Shaun Bartlett. - ;* .Jorngm 


Sparta’s debts raise doubts for future 


i Sparta Prague, the Czech 
i league champions, are in no 
danger of going bankrupt de- 
spite their current financial cri- 
sis. General Motors, Sparta’s 
main sponsor, said yesterday. 
The 103-year-old club, who 
were champions of the former 
Czechoslovakia 19 times and 
have won both championships 
of the new Republic, built up 


debts to finance the construc- 
tion of their 22.000 all-seat 
Lctna ground. 

However, Andrej Barcak. 
the General Motors regional di- 
rector for central and eastern 
Europe, said that speculation 
about bankruptcy, sparked by 
comments from the club's main 
creditor. Invest icni a Pbstovni 
Banka, was premature. 


thy banks will make 
a or an interested partner 
will make a deal - there are in- 
dications of this from Sparta and 
tnvestiem Banka." Barcak said. 
"The value of the stadium, plus 
assets they have in terms of ptey- 
etc. are far higher than their 
^5' r P r °blcm is one of 
cash flow. Sparta officials were 
unavailable for comment. 


Apart from debts to the lo^^a 
cal telephone company, which 
recently cut all Sparta’s fines, tfeefe^fg 
club's main financial headache; 
is its 300m Czech, crown^ j^ 
(£7 -3m) loan from Investicmy' Wi 
Banka to build its new stadirah. Vv. 

Last week the bank indicat- . * 4 ‘ . 
ed that bankruptcy was a pos- 
sibility buf said it did not want — 
to start the process. 
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FIVE NATIONS COUNTDOWN: Scotland’s pack is Saturday’s target for tight-head from Toulouse. Ian Borthwick reports 

Califano the cornerstone of French aspirations 


of us mere mortals the 
fcjstecy ofwbat goes on m the 
tilths 0 f a scrum wffl always re- 
• impenetrable. The code of 
afence of the front raw brother- 
^toCKi is such that, even if one of 
foaa does decide to reveal a few 
fccrets, you are still never sure 
°f getting the full story . 

rake the recent France- 
England game, ^ where one of the 
®ost remarkable features in 80 
minutes of otherwise dour 
rugby was the performances of 
respective scrums, and the 
^wthe French pack, looking de- 
cidedly shaky in the first half, 
gradually reversed the roles and 
ended up totally dominating. 

According to Christian Cali- 
fano. the French tight-head, 
there arc two wry good reasons 


for this. Firstly, the whole left 
flank of the French scram was 
destabilised by Michel Pdrifi’s 
boots. The superstitious loose- 
head from Toulon, playing in his 
firs international, had taken the 
field in his favourite old boots, 
which although perfectly ade- 
quate for training, or playing in 
the French championship, failed 
to withstand the added pressure 
from two international packs. 
On several occasions he found 
himself propping in his socks, 
and the English scnira ham- 
mered home the advantage. 

At half-time it was all change. 
While P£ri£ rushed to put on a 
new pair of boots, the French 
captain, Philippe Saint-AndnS, 
harangued his pack, calling for 
a renewed effort. “He told us 


he thought we were star ting to 
get the upper hand, and we sud- 
denly started to believe in our- 
selves. We were Side of being on 
the receiving end so we decided 
it was our turn to take control, ” 
Califano said. 

The Reach, with the dy- 
namic Califano spearheading 
the set scrums, took the game 
to England. Their added sta- 
bility and increasing fl-«nranrr» 

gradually brought the extra 

ounce of control for the half- 
backs to didate play and pull off 
France’s first win against Eng- 
land in Paris since 1988. 

"The most important thing is 
to react collectively,'’ said Cali- 
fano, who at 23 is now con- 
sidered one of the best props in 
world rugby. Tight-head for 


France, he plays loose-head 
for Toulouse and has followed 
the fortunes of Jason Leonard 
with the eye of a connoisseur. 
“He is a very, very good prop, 
but 1 don't think he is enjoying 
himself much at tight-head." 

Califano’ s rise started more 
by accident than design. He was 
a last-minute choice for the 
French tour of New Zealand in 
1994, called in to replace his 
boyhood mate and best friend, 
Marc de Rougemont, who suf- 
fered a fractured jaw in a dub 
semi- final. Although only 21 at 
the time, Califano's alJ-round 
skills, hk powerful scrummaging 

technique and his ability to 
play the game at pace quickly 
found favour with Pierre 
Berbizier, then the coach, and 


the young prop won his first two 
caps in the historic 2-0 series vic- 
tory over the All Blacks. 

Perhaps even more remark- 
able was Califano’s transfor- 
mation from- an overweight, 
unruly and mdisaptinedplayer 
to a more compact, mobile one 
who had totally mastered his 
fiery temperament. Having 
grown up on the wrong side of 
the tracks in Toulon. Cairfann 
spent much of his youth on the 
borderline of delinquency, and 
on the field he and Pe Rouge- 
mont had acquired an un- 
savoury reputation for violence. 

“I suppose you could say Iwas 
pretty turbulent when I was 
younger. It's true I bad a repu- 
tation, and on dtp field and off 
it I used to behave like a little 


buH” The influence of Berbizier, 
and others in Tboloase, cured 
him of these defects andCaH- 
fano is now as focused and coo- - 
trolled as tm mtemationalprop. 
“They made me understand 
there are othex means of gaining 
respect on the field" be said. 

Blessed with great natural 
strength, and clearly skilful, 
Califano .won caps at schools 
and junior level before being 
headhunted by Tbulouse in 
1991. His first real appearance 
on the national stage came in 
October 1992 when, as a 19st 
91b 20-year-old, he had an out- 
standing game for the Mkii- 
Pyr6n£es XV against the 
touring Springboks, not only 
taking on the veteran Johann 
Styger in the front row, but 


several stunning 
i with the hail .in hand. 

promise, ^tis^aflure to gain 
Section. for the Mediterranean' 
Games in June 1993 made him 
realise it was time to change. 
“AD my mates were chosen to 

play for Ranee so I feltlcftout. 

At die time 1 didn't reaBy pay 
much attention to my lifestyle 
orwfaat I ate or drank, but I sud- 
denly realised that if I wanted 
to go any farther in the game, 
I had tod) someth i ng about it" 

. So he started die 1993-94 sea- 
son by training “seriously”, 
working out, putting in the 
hours of weightlifting and gym . 
work. Result: helost over two 



Califano; powerhouse prop 


and a half stones, is now stable 

at his playing weight of 17stand, 

with bis 18th cap this Saturday 

Scotland, cleariy looks 

signing a long lease on the 
No 3 jersey in the French scrum. 


fi- 


le 
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A marriage 
made in 
Headingley 


DAVE HADF1ELD 
AND PAUL STEPHENS 


It’s a marriage, not a merger. 
And if anyone at Headingley 
was worried that the bride was 
leading a Trojan horse into 
their midst they were reining in 
those feelings yesterday. 

Leeds rugby union club, cur- 
rently struggling in the Third 
Division of the Courage League, 
will play their home matches for 
the next five seasons at Leeds 
rugby league's Headingley 
ground. The two clubs are also 
to co-operate in setting up a cen- 
tre of excellence to lutoryoung 
players in both codes. 

Other dubs, Wigan and Orrell 
amongst them, arc edging to- 
wards similar arrangements. 
“But Tm glad that this is the first," 
said Brian Wblker, the deputy 
leader of Leeds City Council, 
which is solidly behind the link. 
“It is another example of good 
old Yorkshire common sense.* 

So far, so sensible. Bui some 
faces, notable that of the 
rugby league club's manager, 
Hugh McGahan. fell visibly 
when his chairman. Denis 
Greenwood, cheerfully de- 
dared that “We would be de- 
lighted if some of our players 
were asked to play rugby union. 
With Super League and sum- 
mer rugby, some of them could 
be interested in playing in the 
winter months as well.” 

McGahan looked anything 
but delighted and Leeds' chief 
execu tive. All Davies, was also 
much more cautious than his 
chairman on the subject of the 
cross-over potential. 

“I know that our coach. Dean 
BelL has plans for pre-season 
training and will have something 
to say about it." he said. “It 
would only be possible for the 


rugby union club to have (hem 
for a short time. But, having said 
that, we ourselves have used 
short-term imports from abroad 
to whet people's appetites and 
maybe they could do some- 
thing similar.” 

Nor has Davies any qualms 
about allowing Headingley to be 
used to help what for 100 years 
has been the rival code show it- 
self off to its best advantage. 

“The situation is that the 
barriers are down,” he said. 
“They never were all that ob- 
vious in the north of England 
in any case. We want them on 
board because it helps us fi- 
nance ourselves in Super 
League. Wc have to work tike 
mad over the next three years, 
because we are all financially 
embarrassed. 

“I don't see them ever taking 
over. It is a good commercial de- 
cision. We can't afford to turn 
away anyone who wants to 
come to Headingley and use our 
facilities.” 

The Leeds RU chairman, 
Mike Palmer-Jcmes, was at pains 
to point out that his club - the 
product of a merger between 
Headingley and Roundhay in 
1991 -would not be merging with 
Leeds RU “It would be a mar- 
riage,” he said. "And it should be 
a union blessed with success, 
sooner rather than later.” 

The possibility of faflure and 
an allowance for what happens 
if the union dub is relegated in 
ApriL or the attendances prove 
disappointing or uneconomic 
were discounted by officials 
from both dubs. 

The union club are to press 
on with their application to de- 
velop a 24-acrc site two miles 
from Headingley that, if granted 
(which is by no means certain), 
will be used by both dubs for 
training and junior team rugby. 


Currie is Broncos’ new coach 


Rugby League 

London Broncos have ap- 
pointed Lhc former .Australian 
Test player, Tony Currie, as 
their new coach, writes Dave 
Hadfield. Currie, who played for 
Leeds 10 years ago. has been a 
specialist defensive coach with 
the Brisbane Broncos and suc- 
ceeds Gary Grienke. who left 
last week. 

London have been admitted 
to the Academy Super League, 
the top division for under- 1 9 
players, for the forthcoming 
summer season. The Broncos, 
who have not run an Academy 
team in the past, plan to bolster 


it with scholarship winners from 
Australia as wcU as southern- 
based rugby union players. 

Leeds have failed in 'their at- 
tempts to contact the Aus- 
tralian club. Manly, to clarify the 
position of Craig Inncs. Both 
dubs believe they have Innes 
under contract for this summer, 
but Leeds' football manager. 
Hugh McGahan. said: “If they 
don't want to talk to us about 
compensation, we are happy for 
him to stay here." 

Workington and Feather- 
stone have received £250,000 
each and Leigh £150,000 from 
the Sports Grounds Initiative to 
improve their stadiums. 


High hopes for Muralitharan 

Cricket * *— 

Sri Lanka believe they have 
enough evidence that Muitiah 
Muralitharan’s action e legal for 

the uff-spinner to get through tits 

World Cup without controvcrey. 

Muralitharan ww called for 
throwing by Australian umpires 
in two matches on Sn Lanka * 
iticcnl tour. Sri Lankan officials 
hok extensive video footage of 
ihe y. year-old’s action and he 
has included in their squad for 

-Km month’s World Cup. 

“We have g(H tome very good 


evidence to support what we 
have been saying all along,” Sri 
Lanka's coach, Dave WTiat- 
raore. said. “The only problem 
is there is no (appeal] process 
at the moment. It is still in the 
umpires' hands. We would like 
to just disseminate the infor- 
mation, show people what wc 
have learned and treat this 
whole issue as a learning 
process for all and sundry.” 

Wh atm ore has called on the 
International Cricket Council to 
set up a panel to adjudicate on 
illegal bowling actions. 



captains, two codes, one ground: PM Cfetffin (left), of Leeds RU and Leeds RLs Garry Schofield, meet at Headngtey ye ste rday Photograph: Andrew Varley 


Formula One set to experiment with 'black boxes’ 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 


Formula One cars are to be fit- 
ted with aviation-type black 
boxes in the continuing safety 
campaign which has followed 
the death of Ayrton Senna 21 
months ago. 

Max Mosley, president of 
FLA. motor sport's governing 
body, said yesterday an Amer- 
ican company had produced a 
prototype of the device. The 


Norman in 
appearance 
money row 

Golf 


Greg Norman is understood to 
be threatening legal action 
against the European Tour in 
another confrontation over ap- 
pearance money. The world 
No 1 has accused the Tour’s ex- 
ecutive director, Ken Schofield, 
of discriminating against him by 
writing to the sponsors of the 
three European tournaments he 
was paid to play in last season. 

"Other players in those events 
were paid, but I seem to have 
been singled out,” Norman said. 
“1 suggested to Ken several 
weeks ago that it seemed like dis- 
crimination to me and that it 
ir%bt be restraint of trade. I have 
not taken this matter any fur- 
ther. hut I can tell you that 
Schofield disagreed that he was 
discriminating against me." 

Norman was reported as re- 
ceiving more than £200.000 to 
appear in last season's Dubai 
Desert Classic, Murphy’s Irish 
Open and Canon European 
Masters, a sum he described as 
“ridiculous" 

"Out of the 24 tournaments 
I play in, I get appearance mon- 
ey in eight and in two of those 
f give it to charity,” Norman said. 


first will be used experimental- 
ly this year and it is planned to 
install one in every car next year. 

Mosley said a black box 
might have solved the mystery 
of Senna's fatal accident at 
Iraola, and clarified the cir- 
cumstances of the decisive col- 
lision involving Michael Schu- 
macher and Damon Hill in 
Australia at the end of the 
1994 season. However, the pri- 
mary purpose would be to im- 
prove safety measures. 

“The idea was to have a ‘spy 


in the cab', but it’s all based on 
mist with teams," Mosley said. 
“We need to know exactly what 
happens when a car goes off the 
track to the moment it stops 
and, from the information ac- 
quired, we can make the right 
changes to circuits, such as the 
kind of gravel used in the traps." 

The Introduction of a black 
box will add another $lm 
(£660,000) to the teams’ bills, 
but Mosley believes the saving 
in damage to cars- let alone the 
cost in injury - will be worth iL 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Basketball 

Tire intem atton a Bask etball Federation 

has ordered Ranatfmatas Athens to pfy 

one European game In an empty sta- 

dium and imposed a stiff fine as pun- 
ishment for their fans throwing coins 
against French players m a match last 

%vccK. 

NBA: Orartwe 68 Cleveland 86; New Yort 94 

M0n B5: Phdadetprta 103 Vannuref 92; Utah 

106 Detroit 97; Seattle 92 Portland 88. 

Boxing 

Scotland's Paul Weir has been g-ant- 

ed a rematch with the World Boring Or- 

S raseDon lijjfl-flywelght champion, 
by Jake Matfata. The South African 

oaimecl wars ode hi a controversial fig* 

m Glasgow, last November, the organ- 

isation have ruled that the pair must 
meet before 30 Match, although it is 

sell to be decided whether the fight will 

be In South Africa or Scotland. 

Cricket 

Rain has delayed the start of England 

Under- 195* third and final Test" against 

Zimbabwe in Harare. The four-day 

game, due to start at Bulawayo's 

Queens Sports Club yesterday, vras put 

off until today alter three inches of rain 

over the last two days prevented the 

ground being prepared. 

Football 

Manchester United's FA Cup fifth rcund 

m against either Covenqy or Manchester 

City at CUd Traflonf on Sunday 18 Feb- 

ruary (4.0) will oe shown live on BBC 
television. 

Middlesbrough have made no mows to 

request a work permit tor Branco, the 

Brazilian defend® despite renewed re- 

pons that he couW joints compatriot. 
Junmho, at the efub. The Department 

of Employment's mam cnwia tor a play- 

er being granted a work permit is that 
he mist have appeared in one third or 

te country^ rtErnaoTafewWwi the pre- 

vious two years, and although Branco 
played in three Wvtd Cup campaigis 
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SCOTTISH SECOND DOTSON 
East flto * Qbm« of South _ 
SCOTTISH THIRD DIVISION 
Albion r C atodonfan Tfibac— 


*Hana itm t Mm ” •**"“ 
■^^pBuMweeuAWiE 

hr division 

s>«fr 


Rosa downy* LMnBtsn 
AUTO WBOSCREE7& SHIELD Soutrwni Sta- 
ton tat SJxewSjtoy > Hen- 

font 

0M VAUXHAU CONFERENCE: Gamnnd 
v Mwecarnte 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Ton Prsrro v Cwntan. 
IM0W (top Omp (toe. (Mroind: Rjnrratog 
v £a*0V CUV iT 451. 

IBS LEAGUE Pwmlw p h i W w u Hjmw Bcwugi 
* 451. nre DMaioie Ru4t), Minor 

BUSH HOMES lEABUE SouOMni OMWon: 
FoowTomi » Walrnco*®-. 


UMfiOftO LEABUE PrwMantr* Cup Fht 
romd replay: Boston lltt v Afflwan Ta*n. 
SIM LFE BOLD CUP Sond-Snse QdtorMfe v 
UtfiaM (Windsor Path. BWfcKtJ. 

PONIINS LEABUE not DfcfetaK wan UU v 
BbdJun 17 A re Buy FCi. second PhrMnt 
Buntcv v GnmUa {7.151: Kul x IMOtabm&i 
1 7.01: Pwnon v Ruwu t un i. 7.0): SuvMand » 
leeww «7.0I; Irak i Wjccenftju f7.0|. INrd 
Mrtakac Cane* « OKsnMd (7J)i: Oieaer 
17.01: Rochdale vScartwrougn 17.0); 
SorttariK i SBxfurat (7.0V: WafeaB v VWgwi 
(7.0); Wre4mm v Dartngtai |7.0). 

AVON WSVRANCE CONBOiKnON RretBM- 
■tan: CTunm v Bngrfon < 7411; tpsMcT> v 8m- 
M Ctfy (Buy S( EanUKfci: tawdi v Crystal 
Palacrr Qdbnf Utd * Pnrtsrrovtn: Wim&feaon tr 
(2.0l. Sacorel OhMore Ncwpon AFC 
u BHmneum i7.45i; S n wrui-d * Baft 


FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN LaagB* 
Socond DMaloa: Nanon v Rynraw CA. 
IMUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE SWCM M- 
yfalorc Swjrarg Town « SoRdeon UnOBtL 
FA VOUTH CUP TIM raaod replay: Enteld « 
HewtorrJUa. 


Rugby League 

SEX CUT CHALLENGE CUP tarttirarefc Daw- 
twy v Untan Bnncoa; WukngtQn v Wtdnes. 


Rugby Union 


TOUR IBOOt Beam A VNW Soum votes (7JS. 

Lenxtor] 


and has ooltected more than 70 caps, 

he has not featured in the Brazil side 

fora year. 

TRANSFERS: PaoJ Nrearil amya to Dartn^on. 
LOAN TRANSFERS: Bren Aaeafl ttomarei Sun- 

dedand to Staff (intad: Tony Coofeo (romred) 

Mon UtB to Sunosruna; Tony Dotaon tostona- 

efl Poranwum to PBtertiorough. 

MOrcmre late results: m cap tourer mane 

OPR 1 Ctafcea 2 Chateo aiwy to HWsr Mam or 

Odrady. EndNaWt Laafoo TbM Dtobtaic 

Foatponod: OancMW ¥ (AKOln. FA Uafire Wo. 

Pb7 Flirt round reptoy: Poatpooad: WaAai£ « 

ftxfrwfi. FteMreandaaeoodreptBiMEnMdS 

2 fatter arfra ttne: Wnf redev ar Noyes 

on flwwl ay) Poatpoi Md : Lhde v Manno (pay- 
mg rtawm; Twonogn * Sudbuy ToHruDoaer 

v Ctatanham. Ida laa^a Fkct DWoa Port- 

ponaft RreNi IIMnor v Bo0ior R®s. UnfBond 

laagia Brel DMatoc P oa tponaO: Aahron Utd 

« Oeai HanMXxL P0HTWS LEAGUE: Al raatoh- 

W WtoponBftlWOHS aURMCECOHnNNnOH: 

AB matches DoEtponed. 

Golf 

Nick Price has withdrawn from the the 
VWd Coast Chsac. In FfortBJward, Soah 

Africa, sorting tomorrow. Price, the wertf 

No 2, putted out yesterday after injur- 

ing a nb muscle 8S he tried to suppress 
a sneeze. 

The PGAs of Asia and Australasia haua 

announced a ground-breaking plan for 

re&onal co-operation that could create 

one of the world's richest gatfingtours. 

nv^Hng even thosa in the United StatEs. 
It would ba fn the fcm oftwojoW^ sanc- 

tioned tournaments, and would begin 
in the second half of the year. 

Ice boctoy 

The British league pace-setters, 

Sheffield Keefers, have aged 22 -year- 

old David Longstaffe. from Newcastle, 

on Kan until trie end of the season. 

N«j Rtnla 2 Piftsbugi 1: Ottawa a St Lnfe 

2: Winnipeg 2 Mas 1. 


Paralympics 

Simon Jackson will go for a third suc- 

cessive aMd medal after being named 
in Britain s team ro compete St the Ffcr- 

^mpic Games in Affanta next summec 

The 28-year-okf vfauaby-impaired Judo 

filter from Rochdale was in the first 


REPRESENTATIVE HATCH: ScfWM v Rnl 
rtw t2J£. chawM; Cmnd London oe v raf 
[S tones}. 

CUIB HATCH: Cross tays v UaneB (7X^. 

BaskstbtiB 

MPDWBSGR LEAAUSi Manchester GM v 
SMOga State. 


Other sports 

etSBH&Ere«p«toiiaMAandSAeeBiRINood- 
nrf fits#*, hotoeri v p Wjrmrei {RodiWafc Cm- 
mwirei i it M a »■ ■■! »* mm R ucCreetan 
(Bnnmdwm, hoUefl vP Busty (WBcestBp (As- 
ton VMIjmsuv Code. B —oaan . 

snooker napi ware fiwpat, j-ol 


He said: “I think this, ; 
is part of Senna's legacy, 'wnen 
he and Roland Ratzenberger 
were killed within 24 hours af- 
ter 12 years without a fatality at 
a grand prix meeting; it changed 
the whole approach to safety in 
Formula One. Before that we 
thought there was nothing 
wrong with our safety, but then 
it went the other way and For- 
mula One was portnnred as a 
blood sport. I flunk it has to be 
said, though, that Ayrton Sen- 
na was very unlucky. That 


batch erf 38 athletes named yesterday. 

althougi the final squad is expected to 

rwnber around 25a Jackson, who atao 

hods a world tide, Hopes to retain the 

Paralympic crown that he first won In 

Seoul In 198B and then defended suc- 

cessfully in Barcelona lour years tetec 

Rogby Laagoe 

London Broncos are to open their ju- 
ntor teem to Ausliaflan scholnhfp hold- 

ers tfter being admted to the JJB Sports 
Academy Super Leafcje. 


A second downhfR has been added to 

tWs weekend's women's World Cup 

schedule in Vai dtsdre. Four races will 

be sta^d at the French resort cwr throe 

days, starting on Friday with a supar- 

gam slalom, a double downhill is set 

for Saturday morning, and another su- 

per-grant sialom. b panned tor Sunday. 

Snookar 

REBEL WELSH OPBiptaepart) Third rournt 

QDcc (Seal bcJhlw - 

MBSnaOtoi (Sew! 

re (Nun s-i: ur 

M}5-2. 


Swtamnfo^ 

Jart Sevinan, of Finiand, seta new wartd 

reooitl yesterday in the 100 metre med- 

ley at a World Cup meet In Melmo. The 
21-yearoW docked 53.10sec, smash- 


woold normally have been a 
walk-away aeddent." 

Senior members of Senna's 
team, Wflliams, stQl face the 
posfoDity of charges over the 
accident. It has been widely re- 
ported that the steering broke. 

Another team - Forti, of 
Italy - are expected to drop out 
of Formula One before the 
season starts, in Melbourne, on 
10 March, but Mosley reiterat- 
ed the authority’s conviction 
that a grid of 20, well- funded 
cars was the ideal line-up. 


ing his previous world record of 53.78 

set In November 1992 during the Eu- 

ropean Sprint Championships in Rnfand. 

Tennis 

Britain’s Chris W»unson beat Michael 

Kohlmann, of Germany. 6-4. 6-2 In tho 

tret round of the ATP Chalenger In Lfop- 

stadt yesterday. Wilkinson, seeded 

fifth, next feces Radomir Vasek of the 

Czech Repubftc. 

Jeff Tarango. the controversial Ameri- 
can pfayer fined a record £30,000 at 
Wimbledon last year, beat Jeremy 

Bates 6-4, 7-6 attha Shan^iai Men's 
Open yesterdEK Tarango, the No 1 saad. 

w« van meatOanny Sapstort, afao from 

Britain, in the second round. 

8HAN0HAI BBTSOFEN (StaoM CtSH« RM 
reonto J Tatar®) (US] K J Batts [Q» 6-t 7-fi A 
(Knotty (RuU W N Behr (fed « 6-3 &-#: T Ho 
aaKD0re(SM7-66-l:P&M'Mt>89«- 

ton 0JSI M M Knreta an t* W Back (a* 

»2 O SrattoO (G8> HTNiSM (Svra frl 7« 

C CaBtti po M Na iapMK (Crew) 6-2. 

wwnWBvc w c — i s opertnKwoi rn tn m d 

Ureto>toSM(Med):<SreWB(Fren)btLMc- 

N«l (US) 6J 60: B SMBWtCmtt* (NeO« K 

M SusnOmi (Sn} 7-6 M M Hres (Sn) lx 

6 Ssteam (Aid 63 6-A;G Fwnonocz (US) tc R 

MUto A Sivrata «M Ertlo 6-2 

l Ramona (US) bt R StuCos (Aw) 60 7-6; 

K tasreuta k v Kamo 1-6 6^ 60: n Sn» 

manu U J Kn^ (8A) 0-3 8-3: LRnnwnd (US) 

M R SMta (AW) 6-3 7-6; N BMfeta (Am) M N 

ZWrew r&*8) 62 6-3. 

CRCWDAW Mgrs OWN gjpwb) Sto qUw , Bret 

rend: M GobMt (Gert k k emreeru (B«0 61 

62: J van tan* (Bed a H Jan DM (Noth) 

26 63 63; A VMn (Rom) W A Mxi (Cz RaS 

7-6 7-5: H Sinner (Gw) bt A Anyd (Sw) 6-1 

3-6 8-3. 
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Penalties 
scupper 
the Navy 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 

Cambridge University 3 

Royal Navy 1 


Two penally strokes in the sec- 
ond half allowed Cambridge to 
sink the Royal Navy yesterday, 
who bad looked set to repeat 
last year’s victory over the Uni- 
versity. 

Cambridge were awarded a 
penalty stroke in the first half 
when Graham Mather, who 
had already cleared one shot off 
the line, stopped a certain goal 
with his head. Cambridge wast- 
ed the opportunity when Tom 
McCarthy s stroke hit the bar. 

The Navy took the lead in the 
in the 17th minute following a 
penalty corner strike by Math- 
er. They were coasting at the in- 
terval and looking in control of 
the game. But helped by some 
over-zealous umpiring, Cam- 
bridge came back and went on 
to a comfortable win. 

Ti m t e g j ) nan nies into fly* half- 
Mlke Meredith, the former Ox- 
ford Blue, brushed off numerous 
challeng es before being award- 
ed a somewhat dubious penalty 
stroke. McCarthy redeemed him- 
self by scoring die equaliser. 
Four minutes later Cambridge 
were awarded their third stroke 
of the afternoon- McCarthy had 
to his studies, so it was 
to Fedor Schultea to pul 
Cambridge ahead. 

With three minutes remain- 
ing, and the Navy reduced to 10 
men by the temporary suspen- 
sion of Jim Moseley for a fouL 
Cambridge pm the game beyond 
doubt Alan Thompson, the 
Navy’s outstanding player, made 
three saves at a penalty comer 
but could be not prevent Ian 
Bateman scoring the final goal. 

CatoMfe* U n w oaK y . pptotranfc**; CQatw* 
fcapt): D Cnonon*, R Care*. T Par, I Bateman, 
M Mwxtth, FSctxften*; G PtayWr, GOairatw. 
C MarmsA. StfMMutes used: D fen***- r 
McCarty*. (~ donates Btuol. 

Royal Navy: A Thomson: G Mother M Was- 
softWOrtireJwm, I Roberta; JMostey.L Wat 
son leepo, P Fct^c N TofaiL DCreie. N Rogaa. 
tMMimcBMHpn. 

UnptaK R Mahon (RAF), ft MeWdn (ECHUAL 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


138,488,000 


The number of American view- 
ers vrtx> tuned into Super Bowrf 
XXX on Sunday, a 72 per cent 
audience share, making it the 
most-watched programme in 
I the conn try's history. 
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£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 
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J Califano targets Scots^pacK 


FA plays hard 
to get over 
England job 


GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 

There was no sign of white 
smoke rising above Lancaster 
Gale yesterday. Indeed, there 
was not much indication of 
anything as the Football Asso- 
ciation attempted to begin its 
quest for a new leader in 
greater secrecy than the Vati- 
can. 

They met for 90 minutes and 
they had tea. coffee and sand- 
wiches. That is all I can tell you” 
an FA spokesman said of the 
first step in finding a new na- 
tional coach. Even that sound- 
ed as if he was hiding something. 
No mention of cakes, when 
Jimmy Arrofield, the FA's 
Coachfinder General, has a 
noted sweet tooth? Surely not. 

The news black-out is un- 
likely to last for long but, even 
now, it is not hard to deduce the 
FA’s next move. It is likely to in- 
volve Annfield, who was in- 
volved with Terry Venables’ 
selection two years ago. head- 
ing North-east to see if Bryan 
Robson and Kevin Keegan are 
serious in their lack of interesL 

Gerry' Francis^ at Tottenham, 
will also get a call but it is Rob- 
son who remains the FA’s 
favoured choice. He his held in 
high regard by Venables, who 
brought the Middlesbrough 
manager into the England 
squad as coach. He has the play- 
ers’ respect. He is also likely to 
be easier to prise away from 


Middlesbrough than Keegan is 
from Newcastle. 

Keegan's emotional attach- 
ment to St James' Part, and the 
prospect of competing in the 
Champions' League nen season, 
is iikefy to keep him at Newcas- 
tle even if Sir John Hafl was pre- 
pared to release him from his 
lengthy contract, which be would 
only do with great reluctance. 

Steve Gibson, the Middles- 
brough chairman, is equally keen 
to retain his manager. But Rob- 
son has ooJy been associated with 
the club for 21 months, and is be- 
lieved to have a release clause in 
the event of England calling. 

However, his agreement is 
not a foregone conclusion. Rob- 
son’s recent interest m the Brazil- 
ians, Branco and Roberto Cartas, 
suggested Middlesbrough's im- 
mediate future was of greater 
concern to him than England's. 

There is the possibility of a 
compromise, ana it is that which 
wiB have occupied much of yes- 
terday's meeting of the interna- 
tional sub-committee because it 
revolves around Venables. 

At least one of the sub-com- 
mittee's five members - Gra- 
ham Kelly, the FA’s chief 
executive. Sir Bert Mfllichip, the 
FA's chairman, Noe! White 
(Liverpool), Keith Wiseman 
(Southampton) and Chris Will- 
cox (Gloucestershire FA) - is 
understood to be in the FA’s 
anti-Venables faction, but he is 
likely to be in the minority. 

Venables is resigning because 
he feels the international com- 


mittee's lukewarm support 
could turn ky by the time bis au- 
tumn court case with Alan Sug- 
ar heats up. Robson is hesitating 
over the England job because he 
feels a loyalty to Middlesbrough 
and lacks experience.. 

The compromise solution 
would be to give Robson the job 
on a part-time basis - and re- 
store Venables when his court 
cases is over. Robson would 
then take over for good after tbe 
1998 World Cup. 

There is one obvious danger 
- the court case, or the long- 
awaited Teddy Sheringham 
transfer inquiry, may go so bad- 
ly against Venables that he is 
considered unemployable. 

If ArmSeld's discussions with 
Robson go well, the sub-com- 
mittee’s next meeting, in two to 
three weeks, may have nothing 
more taxing to do than arrange 
a formal interview. If they go 
badly, discussion will Cura to fur- 
ther candidates - Gerry Francis 
(who, of all those mentioned, 
may be serious in saying he 
would not want the hassle of the 
job), Frank Clark, Glenn Hod- 
dle, or Howard Wilkinson. It may 
even cast its net further afield 
and consider a foreign coach. 

The most likely candidate 
remains the man who wore tbe 
Cross of St George so boldly 
during his playing career it is 
probably etched into his scar tis- 
sue. Would Bryan Robson really 
turn down his country in its hour 
of need? We may soon find out 
Players’ choice, page 22 
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ACROSS 

1 Crop as a means of saving 
time (5.3) 

6 Wife battered in front of 
the kids? (4) 

9 Alpine car in a smash (6) 

10 Cut in salary makes one so 
hysterical (7) 

I J Desert beetle springs here 
(S) 

12 Perceives sixth sense is 
about energy (6) 

13 Frogman, perhaps, with suf- 
ficient interval - breaking 
tin into amusing little 
pieces (12) 

16 Pronounced disdainful cus- 
toms of people growing? 

19 ^tops butterflies (6| 


20 Living once, set about be- 
coming most active (8) 

22 Bright red vehicle ap- 
proaching pit (7) 

23 More shed than garage, 
within? (6) 

24 A duck-egg blue (4) 

25 Potential wooers, according 
fo Rowley (8) 

DOWN 

2 Overtone of wind instru- 
ment with end key broken 
off (8) 

3 Motley one might charge 
on safari (5) 

4 Personal property ( 14) 

5 Apt to get drunld Othello 
retired to bar (7) 


6 Savoy merryman with 
means of raising issue? 

(4,5) 

7 Dull study of poet (6) 

8 Deprived of proper diet 
here round Indus, sadly 
114) 

14 Short-lived record over bor- 
der - real upset! (9) 

15 Get ready on time to see 
horse’s manoeuvres (8) 

17 Enquiry into end of popu- 
lar crusade (7) 

IS One has a large bill cut on 
a new order (6) 

21 Range of knowledge to 
iractise fenring with bam- 
oo (5) 


E 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 


lected for a Weekend for two in a Charles Wells Country Hotel, 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rat e. 4Qp per minute aft other limes . 

Winners wffl he selected at imwotn from all correct entries received. No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Pub- 
lishing rules apply. Editor’s derision is finaL Winners' names can be obtained bv sending an SA£ to - Charles 
Crossword, Unit A Bowe House, St Peters Road, Maidenhead SLd 7QU 


Cambridge’s recovery leavesjtheJ^ _ 





Mike Meredith takes a short comer for Cambridge University in their match against the Royal Navy yesterday. Meredith, a form& oxmra 
up the equaliser when he won a penalty stroke In the second halt The university went on to win 3-1 Report, page 23; photograph. Davio 


Howley joins Welsh bodyguards 


Rugby Union 


SIEVE BALE 


Bridgend 
scrum-half coveted by Sara- 
cens, was yesterday chosen to 
make his Whies debut against 
England on Saturday- a selec- 
tion that may well herald the 
end to the London club's hope 
of pairing Howley next season 
with Michael Lynagh- 
Tbe 25-year-old new cap 
wishes to focus his thoughts only 
on what will await him at Twick- 
enham and certainly not on the 
illustrious Wallaby. So enquiries 
on the subject of Saracens, for 
whom he has signed a registra- 
tion form, after yesterday’s an- 
nouncement at Cardiff Anns 
Park elicited np response. 


However, Howley and the 19- 
year-old centre Leigh Davies 
are poised to become the next 
players to join the Welsh Rug- 
by Union as paid development 
officers, thereby effectively plac- 
ing them on binding contracts 
and swelling the burgeoning 
number who, by their WRU 
commitment, would be signifi- 
cant assets for the union in the 
worst event of a big-club break- 
away. 

Howley and Davies will join 
the Wales captain, Jonathan 
Humphreys, together with 
Justin Thomas and Derwyn 
Jones of yesterday's team and 
Gareth Thomas from the re- 
placements, not forgetting a 
certain Jonathan Davies, who is 
recovering from a knee opera- 
tion. In an ideal world Kevin 


Bowring, tbe coach, would glad- 
ly have his full team under 
contract. 

The team to face England 
contain 13 of those who almost 
let slip a substantial lead against 
Italy a fortnight ago, Howley^ 
snappier pass and superior 
strength winning him the 
scrum-half place from Andy 
Moore and a fil-again Nigel 
Davies displacing Matthew 
Win tie at inside centre, a posi- 
tion regarded as critically in- 
fluential by Bowring. 

Change was also considered 
at outside-half, though in fact 
selection bad already been done 
by the time Neil Jenkins pre ed 
his fitness by participating in 
Monday night's physical-corbel 
session against Wales Um Vr- 
21s. Bowrtng did not accept ti,al 


Jenkins, Whies' record points- 
scarer, was also fully match-fit 
after six weeks without rugby 
and so left Arwel Thomas, his 
great light hope, to win his sec- 
ond cap at outside-half. 

The dashing Thomas, 2 1 . af- 
fects to be unabashed bv the 
prospect of England's back- 
row behemoths, each of whom 
outweighs him by at least SsL 
bearing down on his slender 
frame at Twickenham. “They 
are obviously going to target me 
as a weakness in defence, but l 
have to be brave," be said. 

Howley has already assumed 
the responsibility of protecting 
his diminutive new partner. “I 
will be trying to look after Ar- 
wel as much as possible and 
keep the English back row on 
their toes," he said. T would 


hope lhev'11 be looking out for 
me and I'll be able to take some 
of the attention off .Arwel." 

The scrum-hair s elevation is 
a case of faith moving moun- 
tains. Howley came home from 
the Welsh lour of southern 
Africa in 1993 with a knee in- 
jury which persisted through 
conventional treatments until he 
consulted a faith healer as a last 
resort and was cured. Alleluia! 
There have been times in reoent 
years when Welsh rugby has 
seemed in need of the same. 


WALES tv England. Twcfcanham, 3 Feb- 
ruary) J nuraas; I Evans fbdth Uaneffl:. L 
Davies (Hjathi, N Dbvks. w Praetor (both 
UaneilO: A Thomas (Bristol). R Howtay 
(Bndgend); A Lewis. J Humphreys ibotn 
Cardiff, capu, J Davies, Gareth UeanOyn 
(both Neatfi). D Janes. E Lewis, H Taytar raU 
Cardiff), G Jonas (Uawllii. Replacements; 
G Thomas (ftagBftfl. N Jenkins (Pontvpndd), 
A Moore. L Mustoe (bom Cardiff). G Tonk- 
ins (Swansea). S Wa3=ins iTJeaih). 


Bailey starts mind games 
with attack on Christie 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Donovan Bailey, who succeed- 
ed Linford Christie as world 100 
metres champion, yesterday ac- 
cused the Briton of faking in- 
jury in last year's finaL The 
Canadian added that Christie 
was bluffing when be said he 
would not defend his Olympic 
title in Atlanta this summer. 

After finishing sixth behind 
Bailey in Gothenburg, Christie 
lay face down on the track and 
received ice-pack treatment for 
a hamstring injury which ap- 
peared to have happened in the 
semi-final. 

But Bailey, who look the ti- 
tle in 9.97se’c, insisted: “There 
was absolutely no one injured in 
the final in Gothenburg. Watch 
it over and over again - no one 
in that race was hurt. If Linford 
had a hamstring injury it was 
healed the next day. He was ip 
the athletes village and ready to 
run in the relay if needed.” 

Bailey pointed out that 
Christie beat him in Zurich 10 
days later in 10113. “That answers 
the question." he said. “I've had 
hamstring injuries before, and it 
takes at least a couple of weeks 
to be back at full speed - unless 
you have an amazing, oul-of-tfns- 
world physiotherapist." 

But the 28-year-old who. like 


Christie, was born in Jamaica, 
is confident his 35-year-old 
British rival will be in Atlanta 
for a race which he believes 
could be “the biggest race in his- 
tory” - assuming everyone is fit 

“1 think Linford is bluffing the 
media." he sail “I think he’ll run 
the Olympics. I certainly don't 
dunk he’s foookj -if you are run- 
ning 10 seconds flat, as be is now, 
you could be 85 and still compete. 
Ask any of the people I am 
sprinting against now if Unford 
will do Atlanta and they will teli 
you. ‘Of course he's running’." 

Bailey's comments, aptly 
enough given his inference of act- 
ing were made inside tbe British 
Academy of Film and Television 
Arts, where he was helping to 
publicise a new television cam- 
paign by his sponsors, Adidas. 

The British Athletic Federa- 
tion spokesman, Tbny Ward, 
said: “These remarks are not 
credible. They also reflect un- 
fairly on our medical team, who 
treated Linford in Gothenburg." 

The remarks were also 
stroagly denied by Sue Barrett 
Christie's agent at his manage- 
ment company, Nuff Respect 
“Donovan won the title when 
Linford was not folly fiL But he 


should remember how Linford 
won in the Barcelona Olympics 
wbeD Carl Lewis wasn’t running 
the individual event Things 
like that happen. It doesn't 
mean you can start talking rub- 
bish about your fellow com- 
petitors. He should be very 
careful about what he is saying. 

“There is no secret to wbat 
happened with Linford. He was 
injured in the final, and he 
went away the next day to get 
excellent treatment to which he 
responded very well.” 

While being treated outside 
Zurich by the same medical spe- 
cialist who operated on Sally 
Gunnell's troublesome heel in 
September last year, Christie 
had a scan which showed he was 
also suffering from knee carti- 
lage problems. 

*As far as competing in the 
Olympics goes," Barrett con- 
tinued, “Donovan obviously 
knows Linford’s mind better 
than he does himself because 
no decision has been made 
yeL" 

Bailey, who remained genial 
- if a little bemused - through- 
out his audience with Die 
massed media, denied that he 
saw Christie as the main threat 



Donovan Bailey, the 100 metres world champion, speaks 


his mind in London yesterday 

at the Olympics - “I compete 
only against myself and the 
dock.” he said. But he was clear- 
ly well aware that the opposi- 
tion would be formidable. 

"The Americans are going to 
send out Ihree guys who are go- 
ing to be smoking,” he said. 
“They won’t want people com- 


Photograph: Peter Jay 

ing to their show and sweeping 
the sprints." 

And he acknowledged that 
Christie was a serious .con- 
tender. “I think same of the oth- 
er sprinters have not been tough 
enough menially to beat him," 
he said. “He is a very confident 
man. But I am physically strong 

itally even 
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and men! 
tougher." > 

Bailey’s mind-games tech- 
nique certainty appears in good 
shape as summer approaches. 









